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meet with vjry ix.uly .ij^proval. I5ut how irc thcv

actcil up<iii ? I'hc lik- of t!iL' poor is one long atui

r.ithcr I'ruu .iKcntiirc ; their i-csponsihilitic-s, coni-

[i.ircil \', ith thc'i- means ot' sustaining them, arc

ahnost ovcr-.s hehiiin;^. Many ot them complain

bitterly that ' the hkes o' us toils an' slaves an'

never gets no for'arJer '

; tar fev. er reiM-et t!ie

advent iirousncss of their hves or sh.y at their

responsibilities. At times tliev seem harJIv to he

aware (M" either, "i'et—as with Miss 1 .oane's help

we see more plainly than before— the social

reformer singles out for attack on all sides just

those t\NO great fictors in the poor man's moral

training. Among the poor I have heard more

echoes ot ancient wisvlom than ever elsewhere, and

have seen it cjftener acted uj^on ; but tho.-e, not-

withstaiuiing, arc the people over whom—because

they are ignorant of finance, science, and other of

life's superficialities— the social reformer is anxious

to play schoolmaster in all things. They arc

juilged exclusively by the more apparent sorts of

material success. In science, even, n'arerialism has

had its day. Why retain it in dealing with the

poor ?

I'ree and compulsory education exists for better

or for worse
; it has to he accepted, together with


