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Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. I amn quite
sure the lowest tender was accepted, but I
will have the matter looked up.

Warlike and other stores. $350,000.
Sir FREDERICK BORDEtN. This le

the usilal vote.
Mr. TAYLOR. There la an increase of

$37,0O0. What does this Incelude?
ýSir FROUDERICK BORDEN. 'Accoutre-

ments, camp equlpment, general stores,
eugineer's stores and medical stores.

Mr. DANIEL. What ls meant by the up-
keep of armament?

Sir riREDERICK BORD-EN. Ammuni-
tion botb for practice and reserve supply,
field and garrison artlllery, ordnance stores,
transport vehicles, extra parts of outfit for
big guns, &c.; artlllery stores of which there
is a great variety.

Mr. J. D. REID. In these different Items
for the militia department there is un ln-
crease lu the total vote of about $342,00.

Mr. TAYLOR. And then there are the
supplementaries.

Sir PREDERICK BOLLDEN. There will
be no supplementarles except for the militia
annual drill.

Mr. J. D. REID. *This vote for clothlng
and necessaries lu stores amounts alto-
gether to $800,000 and that seems a very
large amount to expend lu one year. One
would think that the stores and clothing
would not have to go on increasing year
after year. Why is there this increase?

Sir FRE-DERIOK BORDEIN. The ln-
crease lu the number of the mîlitia le the
principal reason. New corps are heing
formed lu the new provinces of the west to
take the place largely of the Northwest
Mounted Police. I have a comparative
statement bere which may be interesting:

1903-4 1908-9.
Total number of militia. 47,423 57,718
Total number of horses.....7,892 11,798
Number of men traiued. 8 2,000 -46,000

*Estimated.
The very great Increase of the growth of

the milîtia between the two perlode will
account for a considerable increased portion
of the increased cost. The men must have
clothlng, arms, and ammunition.

.Mr. DANIEL. How often ls new cloth-
Ing lssued?

,Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. Once lu
three years. There la au attempt belng
made to be more economical. and I thlnk
the overcoats are now issued for nine years.

Mr. DANIEL. You do not issue boots?'

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. Not -exePt
to the permanent force.
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cMr. J. D. REID. $300,000 a year for
elothlng seems a large amount.

'Sir FRFIDERICK BORDEN. It la only
an average of about $6 per year. for each
man.,

Provisions and supplies, $430,000.
Mr. DANIEL. Why the increase in this

vote?

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. That la
principaily for the permanent force.

Mr. J. D. REID. 1 have seen complainte
that the goode furnlshed have not been Up
to standard in somne cases.

,Sir FRED-ERICK BORDEN. These sup-
plies for the permanent force are purchased
'by tenders calied for in the newspapers.

Mr. DANIEL. Open to everybody?
Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. Open to

everybody. As to complainte, there was a
complant from Halifax by a man who dId
not get the contract, as his tender was not
low enougli. Hie was very mucli annoyed
because the bacon wýas brouglit sbimewhere
from .Ontario, and endeavoured to make ail
the trouble hie couid. As a matter of fact,
the food le inspected every day, and every
soldier has an opportunity to make a coin-
plaint if lie chooses. There is absolutely
nothing in that story.

Mvr. J. D. REID. I have heard of other
cases ; but in that particular case I under-
stand that it was rolled bacon that was
supplled. 1 arn not in the militia, but 1
understand that If a militiaman were to
make a complaint to the officer in charge,
lie would be hiable to get into trouble. If
the offcer ln charge atlinds la wlth these
parties in ýany way, it would be useles
to make a charge to hlm.

Sir F:bEiDERICK BORDEN. I eau, as-'
sure my hon. f riend that we are not run-
ning the milîtia lu tbat way. If I knew
that an officer refused to take cognizance
of a complaint of that kind, I ehouid dis-
miss hlm at once. Our objeet ls to get the
very beet food we eau, and we always ac-
cept the lowest tender. Sometimes, when
there Is keen competition, and a man.
id foolish enougli to tender below the value
of the goode supplied, there may be an
attempt to sklmp, and deliver f ood whlcb
le flot up to the mark ; but our Inspectera
wili detect and punlsh such conduet at once.

Mr. DANIEL. Has. the supply off Icer
any control over, the purchase of goode ?

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. Not over
the purchasing. That le ail done by ten-
dler, and le determlned by the director of
contracte here. But the supply officer bas
absolute control over the quallty of the food.
That lm is business, and lie Inspeets everY-
ting that le dellvered every morning. .
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