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THE COMMERCIAL.

Fur Trade Notes.

‘The London correspondent of the Now York
Fur Trade Review, writing on Dec. 11, says :—
“Ninco the date of our Ingt lestes business has
undergoue a thorough change. The weather
sinco the muddle of November has been decided-
ly against us, with tho result that several of
the large houses have canceled most of their
orders, 50 that our furners are very much dis.
appoioted with the cluse of the season ; iudeed,
throughout ir has been very disappointing, for
after the very severe weather of last winter the
trade expected big things, but, in point of fuct,
the volume of business has beew less this year
than last.  Anotheritem that has also operated
againgt our furriers is the alinost entire absence
of orders from the colonies. The claak trade iy
the busicst. of any of the deparunents, but this
has also fallen off very cousiderably the lasc
two or three weeks,  Persian lamb has been in
moderaty request for the West Eud, but only
the best grades have been sel ing. Sqyuirrel
tail boas are selling better now »ia-e the **fad”
of feather boas is dying aut, aud i. s the lettar
qualities of the former that sel! the best.
Whitecoats. A few inore Greenland skios have
been offered for sale this week and sold at 51
for the large and 4 3 for the minall, so that these
goods are gradually coming down to their old
figures, say 4.6 for large and 3.6 for small.
Tue above quotations cannot be very pleasing
to holders ot stock bought last year when sking
fetehed from 135s to 1Ss in the salt, and it is a
fact a lot of these shins yet remsin unsold, for
although skins arc so muck cheaper this year
the demaad is vacy small, Thiber coats and
crasses  Oa the 3ed inst. there were offered
for sale 700 cross~s and 317 coats. Crosses
fetch-d from 634 o 75+, aud coats hrught 1234
to 133s.  These weie very nico gnods and were
mostly hought fur the French market. These
are now being dyed in various colors, but
priucipslly black, and arc beziog largely used
for mautle trivmings. There hiy been a
modcrate sale for them hece, but the bulk have
beea sold for Paris. Skuak and skuuk-dyed
oppossuzn are still [ishiceable, and we predict
a yood season for them in 1892, Grey for and
Australisa oppossnin will also do well here
next year. Lyox, the best grades, will be
waated, asd will fetch good prices at the coming
sales.  Ax most rough gowds will be in bett-r
demand nexe year we should not be surprised
if razcoon +hould sell better. Marten we have
a good opinion of and expect to see it advance
at the next sales.”

Wreiting on Dec. 12, the Laipz’g (Germany)
corresparadens of the Fur Trade Heciric aays:
“Tac weath-r of late has ban gaite warm, and
reports fram England and Fraoce state that the
tonp-ratare lis aot beea fuclike in those
couatrics. Tne wea her in Rissia has been
more favorable, but teansaciions in fiac furs
have bsen limiteldl in consequeace of poor
hareests and anrual starvasion in many districts.
Ia the Szunlinavian catries rales of fars
have beea moderte oo account of uascasanable
«cather. In ftaly and the Balkan countries
hastaess hias been somcwhas hetier. Badiness
ia Asia Mianr is prosirated by the cholera.
Auncrican furs scll oaly slowly here. owing
largely 1o decreased demand from Russia
Musquash is ia very little vequest; the
impurtation of abeut $00,000 skins by
the Hudsons Bay Compauy has made
a bad imuression.  Maony of these skina will Le
suiteble for lHuings, and, as such articles have
sold alowly here and in Russis, auch a large
supply must depress prices, prohably twenty.
five per cent.  Sxins for dycin scal color are
also in & more wn-deratc demand, azacal.colared
articlea are not in very good request.  Recconn
is dull ; 10 lining akins arc ascd.  Good akunk
aclla for Iarg-r tawas  Awmerican apossnm re
maine in demand at Octoberaale prices.  Lynx
backs have been tuken for Ameriva. Eaglaad,
and Betlin wholcsale trade.  Sea Otter hassold
somowhst better; red f ox isquict.  Turkey docs
no: buy, aad ciaws for this article arc not
f vorable in Ransia. Mink warld be in gond
request if prices werenot 8o high.  Prime mink
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tails sel} fairly well, and ateadily advance in
value, There has been some demand for good
colored marten ; stocks arve not lacze. Raw
zquirtels have been quietly purchased by parties
who evidently wanted the skins for America.
Crossed sking sell xlowly ; bellies preferred ;
backiiniugs abundant. Parcels of white hares
tave been purchased by French deslers. Our
firme do nnt favor the wticle, us there are good
supplics of Wlack skins which are nat generally
wanted, Some parcels of moufilons have heen
sold for Fugland; natural skins are cheap;
white skius dear; blue and faucy colored in
uctive request. There has been . Jively trade
in Thibet lamb boss, coats, crosses and skins,
Novelties in colored Thibet have not met with
favor. Leiizig firms have lately purchased
parcels of raw Persian lambg, including old lots
which were of superior quality : in dyed skins
only best grades sell now. Prices are rasier
on Astrakhan, gray krimmer, and black Ukra-
nian lambs. Some Russian bear skins have
beea purchased for Evgland. Dark fino sable
tails are readily taken f r F-ance. Black foxes
setl well. Trade in Euoropesn furs is guiel.
Black cats, dressed, sell freely ; mottled cuts
are neglected. Scone-marten does not scl.l,
owing chisfly to the new high rat~ of dutyin
Rassia. Fitch may improve. Eutopean foxes
are regularly requived in Russia, but will
not he taken if the spring prices are not
moderate.”

The Failufﬁlesnrd.

Brasdstree's annual statement shows the fol.
lowing failures io Canada and Newloundland
for 1891, with assels and lisbilities. The final
cypliers are omitted from asscts aud liabilities
in the figures below, thus 2,143 would read,
§2 143,000.

No. Fuilurex, :‘::;’3‘ L'zl.;:{'
Ontaric. ..... 43 2143 5.371
Qachee .... . ..6%0 251 7,548
New Brupswick.... 93 342 599
Nova Seatia ......122 310 591
Yrince Elward Is1'd 10 73 106
Newfouadlaod ..... 7 30 96
Mapitoha......v..- Al 225 340
Norithwest Territ’y 17 85 159
British Columbin .. 23 K5 51

Totals. ...... 1.846 6,014 4,883

The secord for 1890, for comparison with
above, isas follows :~

No. Failures. Aseete, L "“‘.’;;""
Ontario. .. .c.onee 837 2.4%9 5.657
Q1 bec )| 3,585 4,027
New Brunswick . . 66 746 1,108
Nova Swatia ......114 353 607
Prince Edward Isl'd 7 23 40
Newfoundland .... G 96 141
Manitaba ......... &3 303 565
Nosthwest Tersity 17 85 158
British Volumbia . 35 101 178

Totals 1.626 G,741 12,451

Failaresin the United States were 16 per
cent. greater in number, for 15¥1, as com-
pated with the previous year.

SPECIAL TRADE NOJICE.

Waurs King James tha Fint wrolc his
¢« counteiblast to téhacen " the royal pendant
knew nothing of the ** Myride Navy.” If ho
had, instead of wasting his brains over his coe
jous produciion, he would have filled his rayal
pipe with it, and weuld have taken & royal
smoke, he would then have been prepared to
admit that with regard o the injurions effect
of tabacco, it all depends on what tobacco yon

smoked.

EXGURSION
'840.00.

And to All Points East of Montreal in
QUEBEG,
NEW BRUNSWICK,

NOYA SCOTIA,

At corresponding Low Rates.

TICKETS

To all parts in the East on
Sale daily from

DECEMBER 1st to 30th

(Inclusive)
GOOD FOR

THREE MONTHS.

With Privilege of Extension for any

time required on payment of a

small additional amount.

STOP-OVERS AT ANY EOIT.

Passengers taken through with comfort, and
reach destination quicker thar by any other
route.

Direct trains, no change of cars, no sxamin
ation of baggage by custom housc offizcrs.

Palace Sleeping Cars, Dining Care, Loxurious
First-c1ass Coaches, and Fice Colonist Sleepets
on all trains.

Tourist Sleeping Cars to Montreal and
Toroato weckly.

For ratesand fall information, apply to W.

M. Mcleod, City Passenger Agent, 471 Main
atrect or to J. S. Carter, Ticket Agent, C. . R

Depot.
ROBT. KERR,
Gen, Pass. Agt.,
TWINNIPEC.

Parsons, Bell & Co., Agenls, Winnipeg.
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