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wares.  There is anothor competitor in tho
field, or rather will be in tho field in due timo,
This is the railway which the Russian goveran.
ment is building across Siberia to the Pacific
coast,  kuropean traflic with Chioa is now
haudled via the Sues canal,  This railway will
do anay with the nccessity of an an occan trip
from Furope to China, though no doubt the
water route will still carry the bullk of the
trade, after tho completion of the railway. The
tailnay is understood to Lo a light structure,
and intended more for freight than passenger
trattic. The Loundon Chambher of Commnicree
Journal refers to the trans.Siberian railway as
follows - ““I'he press generally in Russia has
given up much space recently to the discussion
ot the prospects waiting for realization on the
construction of the railway across Siberia. Up
to the present it is thonght that only a tithe ot
the trade which should be done with China and
Japan has fallen in the way of Russia, but it is
now calculated, that, when the railway comes
into actual operation, if only one-fifth of the
(hinese and Japanesa goods now sent to Kurope
are carried over tho railway, this will providea
revenue aloue of 17 million roubles.  Morcover,
it is expected that the line will revolutionize
cominunication between the cast and west. The
transport  of goody, for instance, between
Shanghai and London, which, by sea, now
takes 41 days at least, will, if directed over the
Siberian railway, only occupy 20 days. Not-
withstanding the estimated cost of construction
being placed at 300 million roubles the Stet an-
ticipates that the railway would—even in the
present condition of Russian commerce and in-.
dustry —produce a gross revenue of 56 million
ronbles annually, and this would be sufficient
to pay working expenses, interest on capital,
alill leaving o tiargin oi uet proiic,

HELP WANTED,

FFarmers in Manitoba are likely to profit by
the experience of lust year, and endeavor to
make provision for assistance in taking off their
crops. Last harvest men were very scarce, and
on this account the wet weather during harvest
time fan unusual thing in Manitoba) proved
more disastrous than it otherwise would have
been, Farmers were so short of help that they
could not make rapid progress with their crops
during the dry spelle between the frequent
rains. The Canadian Pacific railway authori.
ties very laudably endeavored to retieve the
sttuatiun by running cheap harvest excursions
from Ontario, with the object of Lringing up
hands from the cast to assist in the gathering
of the heavy Manitoba crop. This was a good
idea, but it was undertaken rather late in the
season to be of much valae.

T'his year a great deal of help will be required
to gather in the crops, if the present harvest
prospect is realized to even a considerable
estent. [t is certrin that there ave not nearly
enough available harvest hauds in the provinee
to gather the -rops in anything like reasonable
time. Iarmers are aware of this, and they are
already engaging men for the harvest us fast as
they can.  Men arc now scarce in & number of
districts thongh we arc ncarly a wmonth from
harvest time yct. This only indicates what the
pituation will be when the rush commences.

I We think it would bo a great assistance to
Manitoba furmers, if the railway company
would continuo the harvest oxcursions this
year, nnd make arrsngemonts to that end as
carly as possiblo, so as to have the dates
thoroughly advertised in tho cast somo time
Leforchand.  This would give partics likoly to
come timo to mako arrangemonts accordingly.
fn fact, the oxcursions might almost bo started
at otnco, so far o5 omployment for those cowming
is concerned, for the immediate domand for
farm hands would be sufficient to provide
places at once for those coming, us fast as they
arrived,

THE IMPERiAL BANK.

The aonual report of tho Imporial Bank of
Canada, which was received too late for our
laat issue, appears in this number of Tuxr Co-
MERCIAL. Tho many friends of the bank will
be glad to note tho continued prosperity which
attends this deserving institution, as shown by
the annual report. The capital was incicased
to two million dollars, the reat account was in-
creased to 50 per cent. of the capital and a
bonus of one per cont. was allottod to the share-
holders, in addition to the usual dividend of
eight per cent.

The Imperial Bank is one which especially
has carned the fricndship of the poople of Man-
itoba and the Tarritories. It has ever been
foremost among the financial institutions of
Canada in recognizing the needs of the west,
and its progressive policy in opening new
branches and gencrally extending its business
in the west, indicates clearly that its managers
have full faith in the future of this country.
This bank has now six branches west of the
Lakes, which places it at the head of the hst, so
far as the number of agencies is concerned,
which any of ther castern financial institutions
have in the west, These agencies are at Win-
nipeg, Brandon, Portage la Prairie, Calgary,
Prince Albert and Rat Portage.

Montreal ﬁardwame and Paint Prices.

Pig Iron—There has been only a small quiet
trade in pig during the week, with no special
transactions to mention. Prime brands of pig
are steady ex-store at about §21 to 21.50 with
small Jots a shade more and lower brands,
su:h as Carnbroe, elc., accessible at $19 to
19.50. The same applies to other brands.
fherc has been only aa ordinary sort of busi-
ness to note in a jobbing way, with little doing
from first tauds. The basis for round lots is
§20, with a proportionate advance when sinaller
quantities are under cgotiation. IHoops and
bands have the same casy tendency as bar, and
we quote 32.40, last week’s figure.

Tin Plate —There has been little stock come
to hand since our last, and stocks are in the
same small compass as we noted » week ago.
Cokes are scarce and firm in consequence at
$2.65 for best and §2.25 for wasters. Charcoal
little to be had at §5.25.

Canada Plate—"There has been some business
to note in this line, and supplics in first hands
are still more reduced, while the fresh supplies
at hand arc not large and mainly controlied by
onc dealer.  We quote $2.90 cx-ship and $3 ex-
storo,

Pig Iron—Calder, $21.50 to 22; Summnerlee,
$21.50 to 22; Gartshorrlo, $21.50; Eglinton,
$19 to 20; Carnbroo, $10 0.

Bar Iron, per 100 pounds—Ordinary crown,
§2,20; best refined, $2.35; Siomons, $2,93;
swedes, 33.76 to 4; lowmoor, §53.25 to 5 50,
hoops and bands, $2.40; sheot iron, $2.40
to 2.60.

Coppor, per pound—Ingot, 133 to 16c; sheots,
204 to 24c.

Canada Plates—Good Lrands, Terne plates,
charcoals, IC 20x29, Orion Crowa per box,
nominal; IC 20x28, lower gradoe, no stock.

Tin Plato—Coko, $4.65; charcoal, $6 to b;
ingot tin, 22} to 23c.

Lead, per 100 pounds—Pig, $3.60 to 3.7
shoots, $4.75; shot, $6.75; lead pipe, $5.50 to
5.53.

Wrought Iron—Scrap, $18 to 18.50.

Zinc—Shecots, £06.25 to 6.50; spelter, $G to
6.25; remolted, $4.75.

Russian sheet iron, per pound. 10¢; galvan
ized iron, according to brand, basis No. 28. per
pound, 5 to 7c.

Iron Pipo—Discount 62§ to 65c.

Coppor—Thero is nothing particular to note
regarding this article, tho foeling being firm as
herctofore, and we quote, 13} to 150 a3 a
range.

Terne Plate—WIth little or no stock here as
wo noted a weok ago, values are nominal and
we cannot quote any price out of firat hands,
Supplics near at hand are inconsiderable, in
fact, nothing is definitely known regarding
quantity.

Nails—Thero is little tosay about the market,
but somne new business in a jobbing way is re.
ported at $2.15 to 2 20, but order are still noder
way on the old basis. They, however, repre-
sent negotiation done pretty far back.

Oils—Thero is no special feature in the oil
market to note. Cod remains ateady, while
scal has been served out at 474c jobbing out at
a slight advauce on this. Linseed remains
unsettled, as noted last weck, at, 62c for raw
and Gdc for toiled. Cod, Newfoundland, 40c:
scal, steam refined, 473 to 50c; linsced, raw, 62
to G$c; linseed, boiled, 64 to 68¢; castor oil, 9%
to 10c; cod liver oil, Norway, 95c to $1.15.

Glass—There is no change in glassand we
quote §1.33 for lota in s round way, with §1.4
to $1.50 for smaller quantities.

Leads—The market is tho same. We quote.
Choice, §6; No. 1, $5.50, No. 2, $4.50; No. 3,
€3.25; dry white lead, Gc; red, do, 44c
Gazette.

Canadian Bggs in England.

It will be seen by a perusal of our special
correspondence from Loudon, Eogland, fhat
Canadian cggs aro beginning to attract the at
tention which their quality and style of pack.
age merits in the British markets. Duriog the
month of May last over 500,000 great hundreds
or 5,000,000 dozen Canadian eggs were reccived
into Great Britain, which as our correspondent
reroarks looks as if the trade had been estab
lished on a firm basis for our cggs on the other
side. Ho also says there is “‘nought but prate
for arrivals from Canada.”—bfontreal 7ra/.
Bulletin,
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Burnett & Co., wholesale clothiors, Montreal,
have been sorved with o demand of assignuent
by A. F. Gault. Liabilities arc about onc hua.
dred thousand dollars direct and indiroct,



