Foreword To Mistory of The Amberst
Baptist Church, Amberst, M. S.
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HE twin ordinances—The only ones left in His
church by Her Lord—will shew what a Baptist
church stands for, and our method of regarding
them will explain our existence.
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Baptism is a symbol of grace, not an infallible pass-
port to the kingdom of God. It is the answer of a good
conscience toward God ; it signifies the cleansing from sin,
which can only be accomplished by the blood of Jesus
Christ. This ordinance is further described as a type of
the resurrection from sin toa life of holiness, ‘‘that as
Christ was raised from the dead, we also might walk in
newness of life.”” It is therefore an ordinance for the
person believing in the Christ. Hethus expresses faith
in Him. It 1s not held by us as necessary to
salvation ; consequently we do not baptize the dying, or
those who by reason ofysickness or of age, cannot comply
with the command.
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The Lord’s Supper we also consider as a clear symbol
of Christ’s giving fhmself up to the death of a cross for
us, and the necessity of appropriating Him to ourselves
b{ faith. We do not regard tLis ordinance as one that
?aces a person in a safe position, regardless of a living
aith in Jesus Christ. Eternal life is gmnted because a
man partakes of Him, as He declares : “‘He that eateth my

flesh and drinketh my blood hath eternal life.”” It is not
the symbol that saves, but the Christ Himself. We do
not believe therefore that it is necessary to give the sym-
bol as a sacrament to the dying. We regard the last sup-
per as a memorial of our dying Lord to be observed, as at
the institution of the ordinance, by the church when met
together.

D. A. S.



