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10 LIFE AM) COUUKSPONDENCE OF

tliom. You will have seen in tlir ptihlic prints

that tlio 4J)tli cnibari^dd anioni^ tlic first regiments

under Sir Ralph Abcrcroniby, and that tho army,

amounting to about 10,CM)0 men, after Ijcatin^ th(?

seas from the 8tli to the 27th of August, circctcd

a landing near the Ileldcr ; that the enemy most

unaccountably ofi'ered no opj)osition to our land-

ing ; and thot, after a well-contested fight often

hours, he retreated, and left us in quiet possession

of the Heights, extending the whole length of th(^

Peninsula. The 4th Brigade, under General

Moore,* consisting of the Royals, 2oth, 49th, 71)th,

and l)2d, kinded to the left, where th(; greatest

opposition was expect(.'d, as it was natural to

suppose that so essential an object i.b the Helder

would be defended to the last, but, lo our utter

astonishment, the enemy gave us no annoyance
;

on the contrary, soon after tlie affair on the right

had terminated, he evacuated the town, which we

took quiet possession of the following morning,

and with it the wliolo of ihe fleet. The garrison,

consisting of 1,000 men, could easily have been

intercepted had it not been for a large body of

cavalry and a number of cannon, which com-

pletely comman.led a plain of a mile and a half

in breadth, necessarv to be crossed to iret to them :

as we had neither the one nor the other, it would

have been the height of folly to attempt it. The

regiments which distinp-uished themselves most

on this occasion were the 23d, 27th, and 55th.

* Afterwards Sir John Moore, who fell at Coruuna.


