
SAnnATII SCHOOL TEACIIEUS CONVENTION.
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addition thereto, there bo also maintained as

normal training classes, out (d" which teachers

may lie taken when Avanted a superior class

for ca(di sex, composed of the elder and more
ailvaneed scholars. .Such classes to form part

of tho sciiool, and to meet at the sauio time

and place as the school.

fiev. Mr. .Mii.i,i;ii (Ogdeiisburg) conceiving the

great object of SablKith School inslriiclion to be

tlic leading of tho pupils to Christ, held that

none but those wiio knew ('hrist by the teach-

ing of the spirit could be litling instructors to

guide oliiers to him, who is the wa}-, the truth

and tho life. It recpdred John t(j ti'aeh that it

was the Land' of tJod which takelh away tho

gins of the world. As the lirst step, then, to-

wards biinging out teaclrers it was necessary to

go to the only place whence fitting instructors

could come— to tiie fool of the cross. Tho lirst

question to candidates for admission to tho

Church should be not only, do you know Christ

;

but, are you willint;' to lalior for him ? If so, we
can take from that class those who are to teach.

As to l!il)le classes, the universal ex|)erienco of

tho Church correspiuids with the reason of tho

thing, that such classes must load to the pros-

perity of the Sabbath Scliocd. In Rochester,

IJiblo classes had been established with the

understauiliug that those educated in them
were afterwards to bo emiiloyed in Sabbath
Schools, and, indeed, ho thought that all mem-
bers of Churehos should understand the import-

ance of pre|)aring themselves to instruct others.

Tho most gifted colporteurs had come from the

Sabbath Schools, and one who had labored in

Canada had been taken to the school by his

child, and he thence went forth to sjiroad abroad
the loss(nis he himself had learned. The most
useful missionaries and servants of (Jod in other
ways were those who had been brought into the

Church from tho family altar under the inllu-

cncc of r.ible classes and Suiuhiy Schools, lie

had heard nnmy say when introiluced into the

Church late in life, that their old habits of

thought still clung to them. To have good
teachers, then, let them' go to the schools, lot

them look out for the child who.so eyes sjiarklod

while the teacher spoke to him of the love of
Jesus, and when such a one had beiju fixed upon,
let him be followed up and trained for the pur-
pose to which he was to be i)ersuaded to devote
himself. One reason why some Churches wore
..blessed in having many ministers go out from
them was, that their Sunday School teachers
thus set their mimls on children, who were to

be teachers and ministers.

Mr. NoiiMAN, (King) thought the excellent

speeches just made did not touch tho real

point. If some schools were not to exist before

they could get real converts for teachers, it

would be long before they flourished much. In
a neighbourhood where there was only occa-
sional preaching, sometinies on Siindaj' even-
ings, and sometimes on week day evenings, a
Union S;ilili;ith School had been started, and
he did not suppose it would be easy at present to

find a more moral, civilized neigidiourhood.

Now there was no whiskey consumed there,

though formerly there could he no " I'eaco "

without grog. At present none was used in the
shanties, and on Sunday mornings, there was a
full house thougli no pastor, lie had no profes-

giug Christian near him ; but the young men and

women were growing up to rosjiect and prac-

tice morality, and he hoped that in another

year he might have something still l)eiler to re-

late. (Jod answered prayer, and he wanted the

inhabitants of large cities, where they could

choose their teachers, to pray for the people in

Iho backwoods,
say whether a

In the meantime let them
hool was to lie broken up

because real converts could not be obtained for

teaidiers. The (piestion had been long upon his

mind ; but he thought when people could not

do what they liked, they ought to do wlaitthey
could. At the schoid he spoke of, they had a
library of 300 vt)luiiies. As to training, of

course, it only could be thought of for the

young. It was impossible to train those who
for twenty years had been running about all

day on Sundays visitin;; an'! tale beai'lng.

Mr. Adams (Montieat) rennirked thai Mr.

Jell'ers had a largo congregation, and it would
be easy to work among them

;
but in tho

small orgntu/.ation with which ho (Mr. A.)

had to deal, the strict rule contended for would
not work at all. He had liecn oliliged to do
Ihc best he could to got teachers, and often did

not know whether he would have to sto|i or go
on. lie must take just such timber as he could
get—a converted teacher if jiossible, if not, one
of gooil i}ioral character, otherwise tho school
must be aband<uied. If he wanted to interest

a young man or a young woman in the scriiH

turcs ho got them to take a Sabbath School
class, and thus he imposed upon them tho

necessity of studying the bible. He knew a
case of a boy who had been at sidiool ; but got
too large to slay there. He accordingly left

and spent his Sundays in perainbulaiing the

sireets
;
but one day he went past the old

Church, and the minister happening to see him
said :

" George suppose you take a little class

this nuuMung V " Ho did so ; he was asked to

take it again, and he became a very consistent

teacher.

Mr. Gkmmill (Toronto) thought they were
wandering from the iioint, which was the train-

ing of teachers. If a resolution like that

recommended by Mr. Jell'ers passed, the eldera

and pastors training the elder children in con-
formity with it would provide exactly tho sort

of teachers \^hich Mr. Norman required in the

backwoods. Men would go out and do tho

work of Sunday Schools where no converted
men could now be found. His cxjiorionco was
that it was easy to appoint teachers but not
cas3' to keep them with their classes, and this

not Uecause they wore not Christians, nor
because they did not wish to do good ; but
because they did not understand how to com-
municate their ideas to tho minds of the young.
That showed the importance of training.

Mu. Thompson (Rochester) gave his brother
from tho backwoods the right hand of fellow-

ship. It was easy to make plans for cities

-with Churches ami Church members
; but his

brother was right. Ho said, do what you can.

Let him go homo not to tcdl the pcoide to shut
up tho schools till they could get converted
teachers for them ; but to pray thai these
teachers might bo converted. At Rochester
they at one time had no converted toa('h"r at
all ; but they had thirty-live unconverted ones,

of whom every one was brought in. Afterwards
the Church separated, and they had again


