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conceive their Interefl requires the Opera-

tion.

As the unexpected Conqueft of Cape-

Breto?2 raifed the Reputation of the Britijh

Naval Force beyond vvrhat it had been

during the then and prefent Adminiftration,

it was natural for the Miniftry and their

Friends to enhance its Importance, not be-

caufe they really thought it of Importance,

but becaufe the Belief of it contributed to

exalt their own Reputations, and to create

an Opinion in the Publick, that there was
an Intention to purfue Britijh Meafures

only, in the future Operations of the War,
which had been 'till then, too vilibly purfued

on on a different Principle. But what was
thus propagated only to amufe the Publick,

was not only fwallowed, but digefted by
the Populace, who feldom examine the

Truth of any Affertion, or the Re<3:itude

of any Meafure, if the Pill be but gilt with

Specioufnefs and Plaufibility.

Thus came Cape-Breto?! to be thought of
io great Confequence, that for a time, I

don't know whether it might not have been
fafer for the Miniftry to cede the IJle of
Wight to Francey than yield up that of Cape^

Breton ; fo dangerous it is to inftil vague

and falfe Notions in the Minds of an un-

difcerning
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