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produce at the Weft India iflands, or at its import into

France, is next to nothing ; in both places hardly making
two per cent. What commodities go to them pay no duties

at all.

Their other regulations, rcfpcfting the judges of the admi-
ralty, lawfuits, recovery of debts, lenity to fuch as have

fuffered by earthquakes, hurricanes, or bad fcafons ; the peo-

pling their colonies, number of whites to be employed by the

planters, and, laftly, the management of negroes, cannot be

fufficicntly admii'-'J ; and would, doubtlefs, be of great ufc,

were fome of th'^in introduced into our fugar iflands, where
proper regulations in many rcfpcdls fecm to be much wanted.

Wc have already* mentioned the French colony upon the

Spanifh ifland of Hifpaniola, or St. Domingo, as the mod
important and valuable of all their foreign Icttlements, and
which they polfcfs through the indolence of the Spaniards on
that ifland, or the pr.rtiality of their court to the French
nation. Wc fliall next proceed to the iflands of which the

French have the folc poflcfllon, beginning with the large and
important one of

MARTINICO.] Which is fituated between 14 and 15
deg. of north lat. and in 61 dcg, weft Ion. lying about 40
leagues north weft of liarbadocs, is about 60 miles in length,

and half as much in breadth. The inland part of it is hilly,

from which are poured out upon every fide, a number of
agreeable and ufeful rivers, which adorn and enrich this ifland

in a high degree. The produce of the foil is fugar, cotton,

indigo, ginger, and fuch fruits as are found in the neighbour-

ing iflands. But fugar is here, as in all the Weft India iflands,

the principal commodity, of which they export a confiderable

quantity annually. Martinico is the rendence of the governor

of the French iflands in thefe feas. Its bays and harbours

are numerous, fafe, and commodious ; and 10 well fortified,

that they ufed to bid defiance to the Engliih, who in vain

attempted this place. However, in the laft war, when the

Britilh arms were triumphant in every quarter of the globe,

this ifland was added to the Britifh empire, but it was given
back at the treaty of peace.

GUADALUPE.] So called by Columbus, from the re-

femblancc of its mountains to thofe of that name in Spain, is

fituated in 16 deg. north lat. and in 62 weft Ion. about 30
leagues north of Martinico, and almoft as much fouth of
Antigua ; being 45 miles long, and 38 broad. It is divided

into two paits by a fmall arm of the fea, or rather a narrow
chftnnci, through which no fhips can venture j but the inha-

Jbitants
''!


