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v.onici)iicnco of the conluuiuii dnily arising in tiiu aJmiiiiatrution of Ihe Enjjlikh

.ind French lyitem of law in Uie tame courU. Thii change ol' lows, eflected

in the manner moit cunionant to the largest views of legislation, wos not
lorecd on the legislature and people of the state by an external authority, but
was the suj^gcstion ul' Ihoir own political wisdom. Louisiana is not the only
Statu in thu Union which has been troubled by the cTiistencc of conflicting

systems of law. The State of New Yof, till within a few year', suflfered

under tiicHamo evil, which it remedied in the same way, by employing a com-
mission of its ablest lawyers tu dii^est both systems of law into a common
code. The contending populations of liowcr Canada may well imitate those

examples ; and if, instead of endeavouring to force their rcspeclivu laws upon
each oilier, tliey would attempt an amal}>;amatioH of Ihe two systems into one,

adopting what is rcully butt in bold, Ihe result would be creditable to the

I'rovince.

Evury proviition waa inado in Louisinna for socurini; to both races a
porfoctly equal participation in all the honofita of the (jovornmont. (t is

truo that liio intontion ot'tho Federal (jovornmont to encourofi^o tho uso
ot'tho Engiisli langiiago, wna ovincod by tlio provision of tho Constitu.

tion with roapect tu tho lanfruap^o of tlio rocorda ; but thoso who will rc-

tloct how very few ponplo over read auch documents, and how vory ro-

contly it is that tho Eiiglish language has become tho language or tho

law in this country, will boo that such a provision could liavo littlo prao>

tical otl'uot. (n all casoH in which convonionco requires it, the different

parties ui^o Ihoir ro8pocti''o languagoH in tiio courts of justice, and in

both branohoa of the Legislature. In every judicial proceeding, all doc-

uments which paas between the parties aro required to bo in both Ian.

guagos, nnd tlio laws aru published in botii languagoa. Indeed, the
iquaiitr of t|i two languages is preserved in tho Legislaturo by a fory

singular contriTance ; tho French and Engliiili members Bpoak thoir res.

peotivo languages, and an interpreter, aa I was iHtornied, after every

tipeech, explains its purport in tho other language.

For a long time, tho distinction between the two races was the cause

of great jealousy. Tho Americans crowded intb tho State, in order to

avail thomsolvos of its groat natural resources, and its unequalled com-
iiiorcial advantages ; there, as uvorywliore else on that continent, their

energy and habita of business gradually drew thu greater part of tho

commercial business of tho country into thoir hands ; and though, I be-

liuvo, a few of tho richest merchants, ond most of tiie owners of planta.

lions, are French, the English form tho bulk of the wealthier classes.

—

Year after year, their numbers havo becomu greater, and it is now gene,

rally supposed that they constttuto the numerical majority. It may be

imagined that tho French havo borne thii< with a good deal of dissatis-

faction ; but as tho advantages gained by tlio English were entirely the

result, not of favor, but of their superiority in a perfectly free competi.

tion, this jealousy could excite no murmurs against the Government.

—

The competition made tho two races en-dniios at first, but it has gradual,

ly stirred tho emulation uf the less active race, and madu them rivals.

—

Tho jealousies in tho city of New Orleans were an great at one time,

that tho Legislature of the State, at tho dosiro of the English, who eom.

plained of the inertness of the French, formed separate municipalities

for tho French and English parts of the city. Those two municipalities

are now actuated by a spirit of rivalry, and each undertakes great public

works for tho urnament and convenience of their respective quarters.

Tho distinction still lasts, and still causes a good deal of division ; the

society of each race is said to bo in some inoasuro distinct, but not by

any means hostile; and some accounts loprosent the social mixture to be

very great. All accounts represent the division of tho races as becoming

gradually less and less marked ; thoir newspapers are printed in the two

languages, on opposite pages ; their local politics aro entirely merged in

those of the Union ; and instead of discovering in their papers any ves-

tiges of a quarrel of races, they are found to contain a repetition of the

samo party recriminations and party arguments whi :h abound in all other

parts uf tho Federation.


