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between death and judgment as one in whicji the soul is

stationary or torpid.* We can picture to ourselves—and
who can condemn us ? the feeble spark of spiritual life, here

op}>ressed and ready to expire, there fanned into a glorious

flame : we can picture to ourselves souls amidst conditicms

infinitely favourable to spiritual development, expecting

with ever-increasing preparedness the final day. And the

other side of the picture may be looked at too: the souls

that would not be healed, ri])ening iu their wickedness, and

] preparing themselves through a li»n<r interval, for com pan

-

ionsliip witli the leaders of the first revolt.

^. Neitlier Holy Scripture nor the Catholic church has

ever taught with such dogmatic ])laiimess that death is the

end of all probation, as to justify us in inij)Osing the opinion

on our fellow-christians as a necessary belief 1 think it is

a perilous thing to hold loose views on this point : it serves

to rob life of its solemnity, the Christian of his earnestness.

For myself I cannot but think that the spiritual life must
here be at least begun. So distinctly believed some ')f the

best (Jhristians of early days. S. Clement of Rome, says,
" After we have gone forth of this world, no longer shall we
there be able to confess or repent." (ii. Kp.J^. viii.) "There is no
confession in the grave (sa^s Cj'jjrian) nor can any one be

constrained by us to repentance, if the fruit of repentance

be taken away." (Ep. iv. {;}. xiv. " These are the wise vir-

gins (says St. Hilary in loc.) who embraced the opportune
season of working while they were in the body." So, in

general, the Catholic church has ever taught, and so, ap-

parently the Sacred Scriptures.*|- Yet though this seems the

* " (^)uid ergu fid in tempore isto ? dormiemus ? Aut niliil vis agi illic, (luo

universa humanitas trahitur, quo spes omuis secpiestratiir ? " Tcitull. iJe

Anima, c. 5cS.

t " Neqiic negandum est, defunctoium aniinas pielate suorum viventium
relevari, quuni, pro illis sacriticium mediatoris offeitur, vel eleemosynie in

ecclesia tiunt. Alv/ I'is hax prosiDit, qui tjuutn viTermt^ ui lure sibi foitea
posst'utprodfssd meruerunt." St. Aug., Enchiri. c. ex.

This wa.s the doctrine of tlie Rabbins, The Rev. Joseph McC'aul, on pp.


