
SENATE DEBATES

be amended to meet changing social requirements. You
will be asked, therefore, to approve a revised legal
frame-work for labour-management relations and a new
set of labour standards for industries within federal
jurisdiction. Sweeping changes in the field of unemploy-
ment insurance will be proposed in a bill designed to
widen considerably both the benefits offered and the
persons who are qualified to take advantage of them.
These measures will make more rational and more fair
the assistance available to those temporarily without
employment. The legislation is a product of the careful
study of this subject tabled in Parliament last session in
the form of a White Paper.

A number of other studies of this same nature have
been underway in past months as well. These reflect
Government planning for the Canada of the seventies.
Parliament will be invited to examine in this session a
number of white papers in such diverse fields as com-
munications, citizenship, immigration, national defence,
and income security policy.

The Government is pleased at the widespread and
largely constructive public response to its invitation to
comment upon the proposals, contained in its White
Paper on Tax Reform. The views of those who have par-
ticipated in this exercise are being examined and care-
fully considered, as will those of the two Parliamentary
Committees. Thereafter, legislation will be introduced
incorporating policies designed to make more equitable
the economic burden shared by our fellow dwellers in
this complex and varied land. These taxation measures
are part of the Government's pledge to utilize the wealth
of Canada for the good of all Canadians and not just for
those fortunate enough to be shielded by the protective
apparatus of giant corporations, alert professional organi-
zations or powerful labour unions.

It remains the goal of the Government to be concerned
with the production of wealth. It also remains the goal of
the Government that Canadians be given the opportunity
to enjoy that wealth. Income security programs offer
one means by which this latter goal can be attained. To
this end legislation will be introduced.

All our efforts for a stable prosperity and for a humane
community will be of little value to us, however, if we do
not quickly and determinedly grapple with the threat to
our well-being and the well-being of future generations
of Canadians which is represented by environmental pol-
lution. Pollution is a many-headed hydra and requires
action in many forms. You will be asked to consider bills
intended to deal with pollution in two of its aspects: in
the ocean and in the atmosphere. More pressing than any
single step or steps, however, is the need to co-ordinate
and consolidate our efforts in an effective fashion. There
will be proposed the establishment of a department to be
concerned with the environment and the husbanding of
those renewable resources that are a part of and depend-
ent upon it, with a mandate for the protection of the
biosphere.

However worthy our goals, and however strong our
will to attain them, they will nevertheless be denied to us
in whole or in part should our economy be malfunction-
ing. It would be irresponsible to suggest that the economy
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is now in a satisfactory condition. When costs rise more
rapidly than productivity, when men and women are
unable to gain employment, when a reasonable distribu-
tion of the wealth of Canada is denied to certain sectors
or regions, then these are matters for deep concern.
Fortunately, our population, the number of Canadians
engaged in productive employment, the total volume of
goods and services which they produce, and Canadian
exports all continue to grow.

Export sales of grains, so important to Canada's eco-
nomic well-being, are exhibiting a steadily rising trend in
marked contrast to the very stagnant situation a year
ago. The LIFT program has removed a substantial por-
tion of the accumulated wheat surplus which was inhibit-
ing the international wheat market, and has encouraged
a healthy diversification of agricultural activities. The
unanimous support accorded the Government's initiative
in the development of national marketing agencies by the
First Ministers at their recent meeting assures continued
cooperation between both levels of government. That
cooperation will provide a basis for improved marketing
structures for agricultural commodities, which will bene-
fit both producers and consumers in almost all segments
of agricultural endeavour. The Government will continue
to introduce programs designed to improve the market
potential for agricultural produce and to assist in the
adjustment to changes in this vital sector of our
economy.

Canadian industry is responding to the challenges of
growth and of adaptation to a changing world environ-
ment. Our exports in past months have achieved record
heights. In an attempt to place the textile industry on a
competitive footing, legislation to facilitate adjustment of
that industry will be introduced this session.

We are not yet free of inflationary pressures but there
has been real progress and price increases have abated to
the extent that the Canadian record in the battle against
inflation is superior to that so far attained in any other
western country. In the result it has been possible for the
past several months to moderate certain monetary and
fiscal restraints. Unemployment remains distressingly
high in some parts of Canada although the rate has not
increased significantly in recent months, and measures to
encourage regional economic expansion in areas of
slower development are beginning to show results.
Soundly based growth, which is prerequisite for
increased permanent employment opportunities, will con-
tinue to be encouraged and will reflect success to the
extent that restraint is exercised by all Canadians in the
cost area, and that improved productivity strengthens the
position of Canada in external trade.

In sum, the vitality of the economy, coupled with
present governmental policies, is countering slowly but
effectively the pressures of inflation and unemployment.
So long, however, as Canadians who desire work are
unable to find it; so long as persons on fixed incomes are
unable to provide adequately for themselves and their
dependants; then so long must the Government strive to
assist them.

It must do so even as it acknowledges and weighs the
concern expressed increasingly by Canadians about the
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