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one of the clauses enacts, that as soon as
the war is over and the troops are de-
mobilized the Act will be no more-that iA
wili f ail of itseif. There is one thing wve
canriot forget, however. If future members
are eiected upon this nilitary electoral
vote they will continue ta be, the represen-
tatives of the people, but they will not
represent the sentiments of the country. I
wouid have no objection if it were pro-
vided that as scon as the war is ended
the party in power, be it Conservative or
Liberal, shouid immediately dissolve the
House.

Hon.. Mr. POPE: No.

Hon. Mr. LANDRY: Certainiy, and call
upon the peopie.

Hon. Mr. POPE: No.

HMon. Mr. LANDRY: IMy honourable
friend does not understand why.

Hon. Mr. POPE: No.
Hon. Mr. CLORAN: Two to one that he

does not.

Hon. Mir. LANlDRY: He ia net, obliged
to eomprenhend; it is sufficicait that
the other members of this MIouise un-
der¶stand why. I do not ses why any
.paxty shoniC remnamn 'in power aier
haviing been elbected in this way. I
amn not speaking for one party or the other;
I am speaking for both parties. I say
I do not see why any party that obtains
power on a vote of this kindighould remain
i power. The Act ceases to have effect,
and it is inequitable that the party eiected
under its provisions shouid reinain in power.
As a consequence, we must resort to other
devices. to keep in power people who have
different, ieelings froin thoffe which are mani-
fested to-day. I think even the honourabie
gentleman who interrupted a moment ago
(Hon. Mr. Pope) wili understand that.

If one may judge from the reaiiy scant at-
tention the metter is receiving fram the
press, or at ail events from the papers
priaited in the English. language, it weuld
seem doubtifui if there is aaiy realization at
al] of how the intereats of the majority of
the Ganadian people, and iudeed their
.igh1îs, are being sacrificed by allowiaig ta
become the law -of tihe lanid the extaerdin-
ary franchise legielation whieh is being
crowded. th-rough. Parliament with such un-
precedented speed, end the effeots of which.
on the liberties of the people are likeiy ta
1become more and more .pronounced eaoh
year for many years ta came.

It 4& said that the nunmber of Versons wýho
voted -in the .last Dominion electicai, i 1911,

totalied slightly over 1,300,000 for the whoie
ùf Canada, constituting probably about 60 p4-r
cent ocd the naines on, the votezq' IL)st. Legi-
lation his jmot 'beùn put throigh. making
it as certain as âny event te happeai can be
that there will be recorded the votes of
practicaily ail of saine 400,000 soldiers, in-
cluding foreigners and minors, by providiaig-
a period of twenty-eight days, in which the
soldiers tnay exeor&ise tihe iranchise by
'1eazo cf ballots brought. ta thýei. I{ow this
has a tendency ta niake the solidiiers' vote
predonidmnte wIill be, reaiiized when it is re-
calledi that urider ordinary circumatances
proba-bly 40 per cent of those entitLod ta
vote ait an election. do net get ta the poils.

LI addition, and far more dangerous as
regards the rights af ordinary Canadiens,
wo have now under consideration the se-
called War-time Elections Act, disfranchis-
mng a considerabie numiber of the constit-
'ients of the present House of Commoais,
end, warse stiii-especially i eliminatiaig
the influence of the French Canadien min-
ority-adding ta the voters iists the wiveýs,
mothers, sisters and widows of the soldiers.
The latter feature in practice reaily amounts
ta the saine thi-ng as giving each of saine
400,000 soldiers two, three, four, or perhaps
five or six votes. Thus at a moderate esti-
mate there may ibe added to the voters'
list anywhere frorn say 800,000 ta 1,200,000
votes for the women relatives af soldiers-
thie too, Àf ehould be rerneabered, ta eup-
plement the votes of the maie near relatives
of soldiers who of their own, right are already
en'titleci ta -vote, or, aiioiwing oe for each
soidier, which is quite a conservative
estimate, making 400,000 more soldier-
controii-ed votes. Thus there is a pros-
pect af the soldiers. and their relatives
having upwaTds of 2,000,000 votes, compared
,vith a total vote of only about 1,300,000 in
the last election. Lt lsa n easy matter to
test the effect of the propased war franchise
by applying it ta a numher o! famiýlies that
we know of frein which memnbers have en-
listed in the anm. LI each case we find
that at least twa, three or four women re-
latives, and someffimes more, will be en-
titled te vote on account af the soidier
member of the familiy. 2,000,000 soidier
votes !--contempiate it. These figures are
certainly startling iii their possibilities, and
the appalling reosultis which may accrue
should make ail democratie people, espe-
cialiy the aven liberty-ioving French Can-
adians, awake ta saine realization of the
dangers ahead. For thera can he o iothor
moaning, even if the estimate given wore
cut in twe, that once this legislation is


