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Hon. Mr. FERGUSON--How can we itforthe wholeempirethoughtheydonotsay
otherwise interpret the speech of Mr. 50 in the speech from the Throne. 1 am glad
Geoffrion at Beauhornois? He said there, ofeverything that tends tobring the different
before a ballot had been cast, that the tem- memners of the empire doser together, but
perance people would get their plebiscite r ven anything is done in that direction it
but they would not get prohibition. If should be done wisely and carefully, and in
the inatter had not been settled, why such manner as will cost the people of this
should Mr. Geoffrion make that statement? country as littie as possible in the matter of
There was a time when hon. gentlemen respect as well as in dollars and cents.
opposite were professed economists, but that I have no hesitation in saying that in self-
was some considerable time ago, and we do'respect Canada bas lost a good deal in this
not hear anything about it now, but the postal inatter. Theproclamation 'J, William
expenditure of a quarter of a million dollars Mulock" had to be withdrawn ina day or
on the plebiscite vote for a purpose that two, and the expedients he had to resort
had no utility, in their own estimation to cover up that bungle, ail came under the
before the vote was taken, and which they eye and observation of the statesmen of the
have treated with the greatest contempt empire and of the other colonies, and it is
since-- not at ail creditable to Canada that such a

hungle as that should have been made.
Hon. Mr. MJLLS-I think there was a Then the stamp itself, I do not think is of

commission on one occasion that cost some- such a character that we should go into
thing. exultation over it. A good stor is told,

and it is an actual occurrence, that in the
Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-That is atlays office i Charlottetown a man came up and

the wsy with my hon. friend. When my inquired for a postage stamp which hei
ion. friend finds that he bias donc soething wanted to put on an English letter, and he
very foolish and very wrong, and whieh lie vas handed the new stamp. e looked at
cannot possibly dcfend, he quotes somebody it for a moment and said Io did eot ask for
who hias dote sonething bad at sonie other a lobster label; I want a postage stamp.' oe
time, just as if the mistake of another gov- actually nistook the redspots indicating the
erninent is going to cond<ne the offence of parts of the Empire for the claws of a lobter.
his own eovernment on the present occa- Whatever position we occupy no ovith re-
sion. I neyer was one of thuse wio thought gard to penny postage and domestic postage
it eas a useful course to appoint a coc- rates througout the Dominion of Canada,
mission, but there was tis much to be said the governtent have not got it fo us by
in its favour: it Lnas an effort to get i Thforma- any statesmanship of their own, they drif t-
tion, and certainly if you look at the vol- ed into it. It was not apparent at ai at
unîinous character of the report, there ouaht the first suggestion of the question that it
to be information there. t certainly as the intention of myhis governrent to
cost the country a great deal, but if it adopt the two-cent rate for Canada, In-
was ten tishes as foolish and bad as deed, their actions disclose their intention
it was, it affords no palliation what- up to the last moment of following a differ-
ever for the conduct of hon. g ent course, and at the last toeent they
opposite in resorting to that dodge of the adopted a two cent rate of postage ail over
plebiscite wich they neer believed in, the Dominion of Canada. Whle it is a
which they evidently neyer intended to Nery nice thing to be able to send letters
carry out to an issue, no matter what the cheaply, as we are ale to do no«, we must
vote was, and which they nov treat with reinem'ber that the Post Ofice Departent
the utmost contept. After nealy 300,- has been a losing department up to this
000 people recorded their votes in favour time. I believe the Postmaster eneral
of prohibition, the hon. gentlemen say that aims that he bas made it nearer self-sus-
expression of opinion is not strong enough, taining now than it was under the former
and they are not going to do anything. A administration. We will wait until we see
good deal of exultation bas been expressed in ail about that. find it safe in dealing with
eovernment circles ove the Imperial penny these gentlemen not to take things on trust,
postage policy. They have not been at al as in the case of the settlers' effects, and the
slow in claiwing that they have accomplished reference to the exodus. It is wel to await


