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finitely brouglit up iu a resolution moved by adopted. My hon. friend from Charlotte-
the Hon. Mr. Sutter, and seconded by Hon. Itown emiles.
Mr. Fitzgerald, two delegates from the Aus- Hou. Mr. FERGUSON-I thougbt the
trallan colonies, and was adopted without national pollcy was ln existence yet.
dissent I

That this conference le of opinion that anyi Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-I thixik
provisions ln existlng treaties between Great thue hou. gentleman le rlgbt.
Britain and any foreign power, which prevent
the self-governing dependancies of the empire Hon. Mfr. SCOTT-At times it is exceed-
from entsring Into agreemenze of commercialý
re-ciprocity wlth eaeh otber or wlth Great Britain. i ngly difficuit to know where the bon. gen-
should be removed. tiemen want to place the present goi'ern-

That certainly contemplated that a time. ment. At one Urne we are denouuc-ci as
would corne when it might be advantageous destroying the Industries of the country by
to, tbe colonies to have preferential trade taking away the national pollcy, that we
with the mother country. That resolution, are failing to stand by the Industries of thxe

although supported unanimously by the de- country, that we are rushing on to free
legates of the different colonies, was stamp-
ed out by the representative of the Britishi
government Lord Jersey stated that it was
qulte Impossible to move in that direction
as the inother country would neyer thlnk of
denouncing the treaties with Gerniany and
Belgium. They were both warm allies of
the mother country, and they had no desire
or disposition to take any sucb step.

Hou. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-That
le where he made a blunder.

Hon. Mfr. SCOTT-The only way It could
be done was by the very method we
adopted. We forced thje haud of the Bri-
tishi gevernment when we lntroduced our
preferential trade polcy. The iaw officere
of the Crown, of course, declared againet
It The Britishi government were unfavour-
able to It, because It disturbed their rela-
tions witb two Important countries iii

Europe. Then British public sentiment
came to our aid, and It was through that
British sentiment, tbat recognition of the
leyalty of Canada lu making an off er s0
geuerously te the mother country, unac-
companied by any qualifications, It stirred
the hearte of the Britishi people and forced
the haud of the Imperlal geverument. That
led to larger trade and the recognition of

trade and ruin. At anotiler, tat we are
maintaining a protective tariff. Lt is diffi-
cuit to judge what ls the mest conclusion of
the rank and file of our frlends opposite,
because they differ se widely ou the policy
pursued by the government, that lt is quite
Impossible to, make it consonant with com-
mon sense. What I say le, that nt no time
ln the history of Canada was the prosperity
of the country more lu evideuce than It ls
to-day, or that our varions industrmal Ues
were more fully occupled, or maklng more
*money than during the time the prefereutial
tariff las been ln existence.

Hon. Mr. McMILLÂN-In the woollen
trade for Instance.

Hon. Mfr. SCOTT-My hion. friend le
qulte correct; the woollen men are cern-
plainlng that the prefereuce is lnjuring
them, that a tariff 23 per cent la not enougli
for tbem. There are differenoee àt opinion
On tbat. It la thouglit that If the woolien
men, with the adrantage of 23 per cent and
freiglite and Insurance, and the additional
advantage of being lu the home market,
would only adopt proper appliauces, and
improved machinery, tbey certainly ouglit
to be able to compete with those whe, pro-
duce articles abroad. What I maintain le

Canada. as a much more Important part of! this--that the giving of that preference to
the empire than she badl occupled befort, Great Britain aroused a sentiment there
that particular perled. Now, the hoti. ge,cn that declared lu favour of tradte wlth Can-
tleman lu hie sftatement said he wo nld ada, that It created a demaud for Cana-
much rather tht the gooda we Imported dIan producte, that Canada was recognized
were made ln Canada. I venture to say as a most Important factor ln the future
that our artizane, our mechanice, our of the empire. Lt le qulte true that Our
labourera are more hlghly paid te-day, Importe from Great Britaîn have net lu-
have more coijetant work than they lad Pt creased-I quite grant that-in the ratio that
any time when the national pollcy -%as lui one weuld have a. riglit te expeet Last
existence before the prefereutlal trade was year, lu round figures, we lmported $a,000,-


