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Canadian patriot wbo, as I recali it, started-
in bis own words, flot mine-ta remove frorn
Canada the last vestiges of colonialisrn. Those
were bis words. He introduced certain mea-
sures which lie said were forward-rnoving
steps in that pracess; and the last great task
wbich be set hîmseif was the repatriation of
the Canadian constitution. Sa far that task
feuls far short of realization. If there is one
persan wbo, together witb the Prime Min-
ister, sbares tbe major portion of the respan-
sibility for the lack of fulfilment of that task,
it is the samne Minister of Justice.

I wonder whether.the government does flot
dare ta meet the provinces because they know
that the provinces bave needs and require-
ments wbich they are flot able ta meet under
the present arrangements wbicb tbey have
made and beyond which the federal govern-
ment is flot prepared ta go.

I recaîl that the premier of rny own prov-
ince of Britisb Columbia bas been down in
recent montbs and bas indicated clearly ta
the federal government tbat tbey require
certain assistance aver and above that wbich
tbey are now receiving. The premier of
British Columbia bas laid before the federal
governmnent certain cancrete proposals wbicb
sa fer bave gone unanswered. I remember
that the other day tbe Minister of Transport
(Mr. Chevrier) used tbe extraordinary argu-
ment that lie had flot realized that the request
of tbe province of British Columbia for
assistance in completing the Pacific Great
Eastern Railway was even a request at ail.

Wbile I do nat share tbe political con-
victions of the premier of the province of
British Columbia, I do share with bim an
awareness that the needs of that province
with respect ta the development of its own
resaurces demend financial means wbicb at
tbe present tirne are beyond the capabilities
of tbe province ta meet because of the dis-
edvantageous agreement which tbey bave
made with tbe federal gavernment. The
premier of that province came down bere ta
lay bef are the federal governrnent well-
considered and reesonable requests for assist-
ance in connection with the railway prablem
and in connection with the matter of develop-
ment and a long range yield program. for the
bandling of the province's resources, requests
whicb s0 far bave gane entirely unanswered.

I wonder wby it is that the dominion
goverrnment is sa unprepared, 50 reluctant
ta meet the provinces, particularly in the
ligbt of the glowing statements that were
made just some tbree or four years aga. I
recali that the Minister of Finance (Mr.
Abbott) sought in bis budget address ta lay
tbe prablern on a certain speciflc or particular
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basis. My answer ta the Minister of Finance
would be that bef are he is entitled ta reproacli
any party in the house or any province i
the dominion it iS up ta hlm and bis goverfi-
ment ta indicate ta the bouse and to the
country the basis an wbicb he would be pre-
pared ta deal with suggestions for an over-ail
solution of this wbole probiem. There could
be natbing clearer, Mr. Speaker, than the fact
that the responsibility for the initiative in this
issue rests squarely upon the dominion gov-
ernmnent mainly tbraugh the instrumentality
of the Minister of Justice (Mr. Garson).

But of course, as my leader pointed out
this afternoon, the ultimate responsibility
cornes back ta the Prime Minister of Canada.
In substantiatian of what I have said I want
ta refer in same detail ta tbe record of the
last dominion-provincial canference which
held its first meeting on Tuesday, January
10, 1950. I hoid. i my band tbe record of
the praceedings entitled "Proceedings of the
Constitutionai Conference of Federal and
Provincial Governments" for tbe first session
on Tuesday, January 10, 1950 and tbe third
session on Thursday, January 12, 1950. These
meetings were beld at Ottawa and in essence
tbey were primarily devoted ta a discussion
of problemns regarding amendment of the
British North America Act. The conferences
got off ta an exceptianally good start. They
were adjourned until September, 1950 wben,
at the invitation of tbe premier of Quebec,
they met in Quebec city from September
25 ta September 28. They met under the
cbairmanship of tbe Prime Minister of
Canada, the rigbt hion. gentleman wha so
f ar bas sbown an extraordinary reluctance ta
exercise any responsibility or any semblance
of statesrnansbip notwithstanding the impasse
inta which dominion-provincial relations
bave fallen et the present time.

Mr. Abba±±: Tbat is what it is ta be a
Rbodes schalar.

Mr. Fulton: If any bon. member wishes ta
take exception ta my words-

Mr. Lesage: That is wbat you would like.

Mr. Fulton: Yes, indeed I would, and I
arn gaing ta give the bon, gentleman plenty
of oppartunity ta do so because I am going ta
read frorn tbe record of this conference and
the record of returns which were tabled in
this bouse.

Mr. Lesage: You are beating around the
bush.

Mr. Fulton: If my bion. friend wisbes ta
interrupt, would be show the caurtesy of
rising ta bis feet ta do so.


