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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuesday, March 29, 1949

The house met at three o’clock.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES, 1948-49

A message from His Excellency the
Governor General transmitting further sup-
plementary estimates for the financial year
ending March 31, 1949, was presented by Hon.
Douglas Abbott (Minister of Finance), read
by Mr. Speaker to the house, and referred to
the committee of supply.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

CONCURRENCE IN FIRST REPORT OF STANDING
COMMITTEE

Mr. L. Philippe Picard (Bellechasse) pre-
sented the first report of the standing
committee on public accounts, and moved that
the report be concurred in.

Motion agreed to.

CONFERENCE OF PRIME MINISTERS

/ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING TO BE HELD IN
LONDON BEGINNING APRIL 21

Right Hon. L. S. St. Laurent (Prime Minis-
ter): I should like to repeat the statement
published this morning about the forthcom-
ing meeting of commonwealth prime ministers.

A meeting of commonwealth prime minis-
ters is to be held in London, beginning April
21. It is proposed that the Secretary of State
for External Affairs should represent the
government of Canada at the opening meet-
ings, and, if developments occur which make
it desirable for the Prime Minister to go to
London subsequently, he will endeavour to
fly over at once.

Matters not fully discussed at the meetings
of prime ministers held in October, 1948,
involving certain constitutional questions, will
be considered at a short series of private
meetings which are expected to last a week.

This announcement was given to the press
in Canada at the same time as Mr. Attlee
made a similar announcement in the House of
Commons in London.

NEWFOUNDLAND

STATEMENT AS TO AIR SERVICES TO AND
FROM GANDER

‘" Hon. Lionel Chevrier (Minister of Trans-
port): I wish to make a short statement on
air services at Gander.

The following arrangements have now been
made with regard to provision of air ser-
vices, after union, to and from Gander,
Newfoundland.

Trans-Canada Air Lines will provide ser-
vice from Gander to the Canadian mainland
on both its transatlantic operations and its
domestic operations. Trans-Canada Air Lines
will also provide service from Gander to and
from the United Kingdom on its transatlantic
operations. This represents a new develop-
ment, since Trans-Canada Air Lines has not
previously carried traffic between Newfound-
land and the United Kingdom; moreover,
T.C.A. domestic connections which will link
Gander with the transcontinental service are
to be improved. :

Temporary arrangements covering a three
months’ period terminating June 30, 1949,
have been made, under which the foreign air
lines now exercising traffic rights at Gander
may continue to do so during this temporary
period. Any exercise of traffic rights after
June 30 will be dependent upon the reciprocal
agreements which the government of Canada
may make before that date with those gov-
ernments in cases where Canada wishes to
exercise reciprocal rights in foreign territory.

Arrangements are now in hand for formal
bilateral discussions with the government of
the United States, and these will take place
in June.

VETERANS AFFAIRS

SASKATOON AIRPORT HOSPITAL—TRANSFER OF
PATIENTS TO OTHER QUARTERS

Hon. Milton F. Gregg (Minister of Veterans
Affairs): On Friday, March 25, the member
for Saskatoon City (Mr. Knight) questioned
me with respect to a report that patients of
the temporary veterans hospital at the airport
at Saskatoon are to be moved to other quarters.
Realizing the interest which is taken in this
matter in the Saskatoon district and in the
northern portion of Saskatchewan, I should
like to make the following statement.

At the close of world war II quite a number
of service hospitals were turned over by the
Department of National Defence to the
Department of Veterans Affairs to provide for
the immediate post-war load of that depart-
ment. It was realized at that time that in the
process of time our treatment load would
diminish. As it diminished we declared such
hospitals surplus to our requirements and
concentrated our patient strength in our



