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Hon. R. B. HANSON (Leader of the
Opposition) : Mr. Speaker, I have just a word
to add on the main motion. I had not
intended making any observations on the
third reading of the bill, but quite unexpectedly
the amendment asking six months’ hoist, which
has just now been voted upon, was moved.
I believe a word is in order with respect
to my position on the vote.

I opposed the principle of the bill on the
ground that there was no necessity for a
plebiscite. That is over. The government
carried the second reading of the bill; it has
been carried through committee, now stands
for third reading and, after it goes to the
other place, is to become law. I accept the
will of the majority. Let us get this plebiscite
over as quickly as possible and, in the mean-
time, let us get on with the war effort.

Mr. T. L. CHURCH (Broadview): Mr.
Speaker, before the bill is read a third time
I want to say that I have opposed the prin-
ciple of the bill at every stage, and the
plebiscite policy to the end. For ten years
in this house I have at times stood almost alone
in urging immediate rearmament, cooperation
and coordination with Great Britain, as I
saw this war coming on us. The enemy now is
right at our door, in the Pacific. As has been
said by the Prime Minister of Great Britain,
we have lost command of the sea in the
Pacific and our government should manage
this war over here itself. I am not going
to put panty first, but the country, no matter
who moves this resolution. I do not think
I have ever voted against this party over here
since I have been a member of the House
of Commons first elected in 1921. But

at the present time the matter of life and
death for the empire and the defence of the
realm is at stake and, as one who has urged
for ten years rearmament at a time when it
was unfashionable and unpopular to do so, I




