
[conmoMN s]

tir's -p. rt for 1891) we findt thlat the comnit-
iieit-s tii gaîol luring that year iuinbered 11.810,
Mind <if thiese coumnitinlents tlere were gistered
as iiteiperate. 8.478, si) that about 72 per cent.
if t hiese comiiiitineits were iirectly traceabule
to the iue if iiitoixicatiiig liquor. elie recordt
if the Ceitrail Prisi in Tiroinîto siice it wvas

establlishei iii 1874. s ws thiat there were .18,1331
pe'Usii. corinîiîittel to thiat iistitutioi. anti alibout
S pur culnt. (if thiis iiiiiiiber were regtristered ais
it iiiteiiipermte liaibits. Perinit loge to go. a little

furthier iînto the discussion as to hie alvisability oif
a pr.hiIibitory liquour law, and as toî the baxneful 
effcts oif the present licenîsing systein. In the
vear 1834 the Parliaîmient of Great Iritain in its
r·eport mi runkeness. fouided a on a elaborate
exlination of wit nesses froin the ilree kingdons,
1made the folowing declaraion :-

"i ThecoIequuenees uit' tlie vice of inuttoxiention are so
m:any au! so fearful that it is <litlicult to eniuniîeramte
evei te outlines tf thern : and to pitursue theri in all
their iielaniholy details would require a vultuiîne. 'he
foIlluowin.r are only a tew of the evils directly siriiiriigig
frn thi baneful source

" Coiseqtuences to National Wel tdore.-Thie destruction
of' grain givenl by a ihouiitiful Prvi.unce f'r the tIil' tif
imagn. whieh is noîw converted y distillait ion iit o: poi :i .1
thle hiighîest. iiedical authorities exatieiiie'l before yur
:.nliuit t ee heilig iliitoriii in tllcir testiinuny tha:t ardlenlt
sibirits ire atl.osialtelyîisoîiu i ts ilie lun timîi cç isjtit utio .
so lli)t t tait onlv is tiii iniiieise : nîilut nt limof i:oi i t' o s(
fleStr.)v('il, w llilst tl otisalids ii're llilI'leilieIt l. 'erl, I.îî.l flit is
t'îiutl is ilestroye'l ili iuell anommaer a- tu injure gre:tIly
tile i-,ricltur:il proillieers tlheunselves l'or wliu-e grain.
b.it l'or this ierverted use o(f it. there ouiiiubl be mure tlîîin
twice thie present. delnand. Thie l.ss f:oi'luetivei la bour
in every lepartinent. of uiccuiîîtioni ti the extent 'if at
least one dlay in six thirougho.uut tlie kiiglimn :s test itied
lby witnesses engrigel in varius ianutiaturing uveniIa-
tions : by whic thte wealth of the icoiuntry is retartied tir
sup''ire.ssed to the extent ot'lue million guit o('tevery six
that is >ruiluel. toi saiv nothiing off teucostant oleraige-
iiienite. illiîerietion.:auil 'lestruuct ion iii every imidist ri:al

rarticess. aoe:asic .d1î' taIyie iiteisperitice amuiol eonstilultnt
unskil'uîlness, inattentionanil iegleet of those atfected
by iitoxicatioin. iruilucing great inijury to our domest.ie
:uid floreign trale. Thie extensive loss ot'iroperty by se.i
frein sliipwrecks, futinderiigs. tires, ai<tit1 iiiîînierable
tlier aecdents whicli, ntetriing toi evideice otfmose x-

periencee<l shiituwniiersmu.n a utieîl inen.are clearly t rare-
able toi 'lruikennmess. The spireal ot'rinme in every shmpe
msol firns. trun theft. iraur al prosttion in t he youiuîni,
to l>rnings, rol>heries nmid, inore hardeneul uiffeiiees ini tie
olul :e b whicli the gacils ai airisons, tlie hulks ami d trilas-
I )orts mre filleul withiiiituste,. and uan eiorlnous m ass (if
iuiii:n .eings ire 1rainîst'ornîel ilnt exresences ofeorrup-
tion mid weakness, and constit uting uir trobiiesoimeand
dangerums classes. The retardaitiin ot' : iinproivenient
-inventive or inlustrial. civil or political, moral utr reli-
gioulu. That t it.iîiere .ectinia'It.z oss . t eniemtion froin
tie several causes already iietionedel inay bc fmairly
estiniated at little less thai fifty nillion pnoundis sterliiig
lier amiuiii.Pt
At this laite dhate it is scarcely necessmy to argue
in favour of the proiibitioi of the liquoi' tratilie.
iecaunse it. miust be plain to everyone the beieficial

effects whici a prohibitory liquioriii law woilul have
ïupon the imorals and uipoii the trale of the country.
Tiis question has narrowed itself doiwn to the
issue, whether the people of this country are pre-
pareit or not for thie reception andi the enforcemient
of such a law : and to properly argue the question
now, we have got to arigue it fromî this standlpoint.
A few minutes ago I pointed out the fact thut the
Caniada Temperaice Act haut heen adtopted in a
large portion of this Dominion : and just allow me
briefly tou shlow the present condition of the differ-
ent provinces so fars as prohibition is concerned.
We find tiat in Prince Edward Island the whole
of that province,- except tie city of Charlottetown,
is under the operation of the Canada Temperance
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Act.. adil so far as I know thre% working of the Act
las liete'n satisfactorv there. It is 1 uite true tlat
there, as well as in ther portions of the Domill,
tlhere have been infractions of the law. That is
inevitalIe, bunt. all ev ean ask of any law is thai it
redasonahlaswers the olject for hiich it is pI'o-
imloted<l ain~iopted. Peihaps I shi leave the
1description of the working of hie Act iii the -dif-
ferent pr*ovinces to hon. gentlemnvîî cïmninîg frioii
thiese provinces. baut. i iav reimaîrk that. the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia lias iore thanî oune-ladf its
territory imier th operation of the Canada Teîin-
p)erantice Act. and thiat prohibition lar-gely pr-evails
in other portions o.>f the province, owing to the
unwillingness if the puople to sanctiii the issuiig
of licetss. In the Prvince of New Bruswick I
am informlied that nin*e counties ouit of fourîtve ari1e
stil 11 und'er thet oîperation of the anada Temperance
Act. li the Province of Quebec, in whichi tlie

ipeople did lnot so genierally avail theiîselves of t lie
provisin(s of the Canada Temperance Act as in
some of thie other prvin1ces, I ami told that the Act
is still in force inu thrce counlties aid tlat. the I ihmi-
kin Aet is stillin force in one or t wo 'ther cunt les.
So far as Mainitoba is cnciiiernel, I believe thaiLt
foir-tifths of tlat province is unler the oper-ation
of prohibition thiromugh pro.vincial legislatioii. In
the Provice of Ontario it. is optite tuile tliat at the
present tire Canala Tempecrance Act is not il
force in anv countv ;buit a 'ycar oîr so ago the
Legislative Assembly of that province passed a
local option l%-aw. It is qu1 ite truc there is a ques-
tionî as to the constitutioialit<y of tliat law. andî'l
thiat quuesti.ni is nîow b îefoîre the coîurt.s : it iin
nmni1iy of the inîu'î. iiiniicipalities the law Las heen
v(tell aniil adlol)tel by the people, indienting
that they arie iot. at ail events, tired of local
option.i But in my judgment, Sir, were n<o) portion
<)f this)oiinion withouit locdal option, tlimt wuinhl
lie n answer to the proposition we submit in this
resolutioi, that it is expîelient to' prohibit the
tratie ini intoxicating ijjuors throîughîout the
Domiion: ; because I do not think any p tjrohibituory
liu.r law will be acceptable to thre peoiple whichi
does nlot include every portii of the iDoumîinion :
andi if we haud au Doinîion law prolibiting the
manufature, importation and sale of intoxicatiîng
liquors, there would lie anj enîforceiîent of it suti-

cieint to aate, at all events, tis very great evil
which is abroad in the land. Now, Sir, I
believe it to be the duty of Parliament, wlhen
dealing with matters of natimnal importance,
to 1ook after the muiorals of the people as
well as after the trade ami comnerce oif
the country. i believe in the great wisdboi
of a remark îimade bv an ueminent Eniglisl ,tates-
mial, that PailiamnCit. shouldl legislate soî as
to make it as easy as possible for ien to do right,
and a grcat lega auithority lias tolt us thait the
object of ail law is t.e well-lbeiig iof the goveried.
If these propositions are correct, it is the duty of
this Nrliamuent, as speedily aUs possible, to pass a
law to prohilbit the trailiC lu illtOxiCnting liiluors,
which weall adlmit-which every reasonable person
in this House or tlroughuout tlis wlluile Dominlion
will admit -is hurtful to every goid interest of the
country. Now, Sir, I know that sone men--wiio
Claim to be gool temperance men, alund I am iot
gohig to question their orthodoxy simply because
they do( nuot agree with me-contend that the
proper way to deal with the traffic in intoxicating
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