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I cannot too strongly emphasize the importance of this technical training 
to the whole area. As these countries in South East Asia develop, more and 
more they find themselves woefully short of every kind of technician. In this 
connection we must remember that they are very largely agricultural countries 
and that in their normal village life they-y have virtually no contact whatsoever 
with things mechanical. When mechanical contrivances, therefore, begin to 
move in, there is no trained body of technicians able to service them. In 
this same connection one must take into consideration the woeful lack of 
overall educational facilities for teaching even the three R’s. I suppose over 
the whole area the illiteracy rate is 80 to 85 per cent, and in some areas must 
run as high as 90 per cent. Naturally this overall high rate of illiteracy makes 
teachers, particularly in the elementary grades, very difficult to find. The 
result is that many of the teachers used are poorly qualified. School equipment, 
textbooks and other school requisites are few and far between. Most of these 
countries, and certainly India, Pakistan and Ceylon, have set a goal of free 
compulsory education up to the age of fourteen or fifteen, but this goal is 
today more a hope than a realized fact. In the very poor districts enrolment 
in schools is low and a large number of the children who do enrol fall out 
because of the necessity of assisting their families—this is particularly so in 
rural areas. Also, these countries have very severe language problems. In 
their new burst of nationalism, they are inclined to emphasize their indigenous 
languages, in which there are very few textbooks. Actually language takes up 
far more time of children in schools in these countries than it does here. First 
the child must learn its mother tongue, then the national languages of its 
country, in Pakistan for instance Urdu, in India, Hindi. If it is a Moslem child, 
it must also learn Arabic so that it can study the Koran in the original; if a 
Hindu child in Hindu colleges, then it must learn Sanskrit so that it can study 
the Vedas.

It will be seen, therefore, that quite a lot of the child’s time is taken 
up in these countries by language study, and if the child moves on to higher


