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STATEMENTS AND SPEECHE S

INFORMATIoN DIVISION

` DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL' AFFAIRS `

_ OTTAWA - CANADA .

50/6 ,yTIIE COLOt-SBO CONFERENCE . _
. :

Statenent by _rdr . L .B . . Pearson, Secretary of
State'for External Affairs, in-the- House of

• Commons on February 22, 1950 .-

as been : held . Of: course .Commonwealth : meetings . on foreign affairs :

4eads of Commonwealth delegations : at . United Nations : assembly meet-

as-held-which .was =composed mainly . of foreign' ministers . of .
ioomonwealth eoûntries ; and :which dealt exclusively .with questions ,

,, : .The Colombo conf'erence took place in' the week oY : .: _
~anuarÿ 9 . . Its officialï title was : :- -."Conmonwealth .meeting on .
~oreign affairs . .It was•=the :first .:meeting of this kind .that . : - :

ve taken'place in the past . tiYe :have . discussed_ foreign afPairs . : :
~t meetings of prime .ministers ; we have had discussions between-:

~gs ; but this was the first time that a Commonwealth meetin g

~ foreign aPYairs :

It was the : first time :,also, that a .meeting : of, Commonwealt h

1est of -us, but-whose association with . us in-the Commonwealth is . :
o,f such great . value and 'is so • highly- .esteemed :by - the other _

inisters = had' been .held on-:the territory . of .an _ Asian menber- of ._-
+ e Comrionwealth . -:This. is a fact,- ;I think, of :sonie significance . _

a recognition of the fact that . today . .the -Commonwealth has no
axed centre in London or anywhere else . It is a recognition also
~ the importance of the Asian nembers of the new Commonwealth,
~ose culture and traditions are very' different from those .of the

enbers : .

The Yact that :we'net .in-Ceylon . is also a .recognition of _ the
oportance of Asian problems• today, and of the -necessity . of. look-

ojetiveen the 'east and the `west . _

~g at ~vorld problems from an tlsian point of view as ~~ell as from
t~at of Europe and_the north Atlantic . . It is_just as well . .to
enenber that the ,thr.ee Asian mer.tbers of the _Conrionwealth ât -
~olonbo represented 440 million_people, while :the rest . oY us,-i

n ~ur home territories; represented only -75 million . This new
Ârunon:iealth .is providing not only . a . link between the . Asian and :,
e other nations that comprise it, but also .a very valuable link

fCeion and for the` arrangements z•rhich it so efficiently made .

J The chairraan of the conferenee iras the Prime t:iinister o f

( _During our conferenee, vie were the gûests of the, governMent .
or Ceylon ; and we were grateful, as I an . - sure the other delegations
~ere, for the hospitality that was shorrn to us by the government

~eYlon, 2Sr : Senanayake ; ti•rho presided over our deliberations tiiit h
~banity and good,nature, :andLdid much to make our meetings a►uccess . - He introduced one custom'whieh tome, ut least, was neti•r
+t international meetings, and I an not sure that it would not be

m.1ich have not always been charaeterized by the good nature :and', .

~Hood idea to copy i t at other meetings ti•rhich I have attended and

~ 1e Yriendliness of the one we had 'in Ceylon. 'Jhen the discussions


