
participants in the Council's work. Indeed, it is difficult to image a worthwhile Arctic CounMcil
without international aboriginal participation. We would be left with yet another forum for inter-
governxnental cooperation, but this tirne for cooperation arnong southern-based governments for
whomn the Arctic broadly remains a remote concerni and wbose activities there are ai too ly to
bc ill-adapted in the absence of strong northern input.

If this is what we hold to be truc for international policy-making on Arctic issues, it is
also true for equivalent Arctic-related activity witbin Canada. The implications are obvious for
the Interdepartnental Committee on Circumpolar Affairs, Canada's interagency mechanisr for
regional policy-making which is only now beginning to move beyond departmental show and tell
arnong less than senior officiais.

A political comxniflent should be made to widen the basis of stakeholder participation in
the Interdepartýental Comnxittee's work, renamning the comxnittee in the process. Mirroring
Canada's conception of engagement in the Arctic Council, the new institution should become a
forum for direct representation of northern and other relevant Canadian stakeholders in a


