
e It has become generally accepted that legitixuate sanctions should have the approval of the UN
Security Council. At the saine tixne, recent dissensus ainong Counci members, along with a
desire to 'download' the adiministatve costs of sanctions, has resulted in a more prominent role
for regional organizations. Some of these organizations lack the political will, the material
resources, and the administrative conipetence to carry ont sanctions in an effective manner.

*Many states resent what they regard as the misuse of the sanctions against Iraq. Dissatisfaction
with indefinite tizue-frames, unclear mandates, and vague conditions for lifting sanctions bas
created a trend ini favour of more explicit, tightly circumscribed sanctions resolutions. It has also
created a prejudice against comprehensive econoznic sanctions.

a It appears as though large-scale efforts at sanctions reform will meet with littie enthusiasm,
particularly from the P.-5, until the sanctions against Iraq have been lifted.

*While most states support ad hoc efforts aimed at making sanctions more effective, many of
these same states view with suspicion any 'durable' zneasures aimed at enhancing the institutional
capacity of the U.N. to implement sanctions.

2. Strategie lessons regarding the effective and appropriate use of sanctions

e Sanctions policy must ke guided by a concemn with identifying measures that are both effective
and humane, rather than those which seem intLiitively 'strong' and politically palatable.

a The most severe sanctions do not necessarily produce proportionately'large political gains for
senders. Humane sanctions - those which do not tbreaten the survival of a large number of
people - are often more Iilcely to ke effective, given the dynamics which they engender within
the target state, and Riven their ability to pin and sustain the broad multilateral support which


