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1. INTRODUC ION

Tis document is a resourco for the May 1999 Roundtabl on cooi.sca niclua
ri ghts, pai- of a oeiwasesnn f how Canala does hunian rihsabroad ando how
lessons a-u ùst pract ces mnight iniaedirections frthe future. Durng two (plu.ý, da-ys of
dialogue;' participants wil have oppo.rinWtes toades additional issues that ineviribly wiil
arise during zheijr exchange olf views. Our comnon purpose is mo generate informei=ý
diacussion, Any opinions sttdby thc author zic -,or n-ccssally -3h.arcd by cither tac
Candia.n 'Centre for Foreign Policy Dýelopment or the Depaxtrueni of Foreign Affairs ='zd
International Trade (FI)

Althougha Rundtable participants h1ave expertise in many facets of econonâàitc, soccial and
cultural Ï-Lts it s appropriatic topovd basic introducto-Ly notes on internalional
obligations. Among the international ecnrisocial, and cultural rights (ESCR)&% arc:
adequate 111, ousing, health and ed7acation; an adequate standard of living for, self and
family; safft CÛLAn hcalUhil working ca,&Londitios; trade union lighrs; the right to pc----izlpatc in
the cualturaîl lif,,c of a commxunity; a-ud thm. right to beuei,,t roin Sciocntiflo progz3ss and froru
oue' s own creativi-y. Nethr SCR nor civil ---d poiticald righis ("PR" such as the freedoru-.s
ofi expression and associati'on have primacy; and ali ipts arc iidp-l'oi.

Th. -- n 'rnonitoring procedures for hu.mar. rights treaties ta idCnd r:proi ef
reporring by countries te UN ind riegion.al coe onsistirn' of 'dpedn
.1erti eotscneedt h sa-sie o~ by non-govemmen.i--tal organization i(NO;

and pbihdobservations from thc cxpcÎrt hodiýcs. This model is uscdÀ for, tho cor- tr-aticS
tht ri.ivrcc v-iàmll ail rightsproclaim iud là h 948 Ualvera Dcilaradon of .1 'uman
Righn, rarnely the Jeraia1Covenantt on Chil ai Pliila Rights (196^6) an-5 the

Inzrrado.a Ccennton Economic, Social =zrd Ca MrlRghs 1966). Tc eflfec. zbange the
trca:y mo-aito"jrg bodies must rely primarily onrve advicc and ounoiizto of shamc
for thit dri ne inrniv with thei2r oh iOLSimilar aouroachcs amc uscd for kcv UN

as welI as


