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Attention was focussed on the Turks and Caicos Islands 
aaa-jamearyalsaaaawith_the introduction by Max - Saltsman (aDP 
Waterloo) of a Private Méaiéi-e-s -brill -Calliarg—for—thealiouse 
Commons to establish a study committee to  examine. the 
feasibility of a political or economic union between canada 
and these particular islands. This bill followed a trip to 
the Turks and Caicos in August 1973 by a delegation that 
included mssrs Macquarrie, Knowles, Dupras, Trudel and 	• 
Saltsman. Mr. Macquarrie later «  (March 1974) called for  the 

 creation cf a special- joint Committee.to_studv_the question cf 
a closer relationshin„ During this time Canaàian teleViSion -- 

 arews and- newspapermen descended on the Turks and  Caicos, 
discovered support for the idea and by their bresence and 
interest, induced some of the islanders to believe'that 
association was a practical . and imminent possibility. A 
camPaign for association with Canada was led in the islands by 
then Minister for TOurism and Development, Liam Maguire, an 
expatriate Englishman with tourism interests,'and in Canada tv 
R.B. Whiting of Ottawa, a retired Air Commodore and President 
of .the Turks and Caicos Canadian Association. Support  for 
association in the Turks and Caicos was based on the 
expectation that it would promote a cornucopia of canadian 
aid ;  private investment and jobs. 

A number of letters were received at that n ire  fro= 
'Canadians concerning the . proposed association. corresnondenaa 
ran heavily in favour  of association, the main rationale bei.n: 
a winter resort for Canadians which would not Ca a drain or  

our balance of paymentt. Some discussed a need co  hep 	. 
islands_ For the most part, the press adopted a jocular and 
mocking tone in commenting on the issue. 

Following the intaoduction of Mr. Saltsman'aa  bill ;e 
Secretary of State for External ;affairs and the 1:ime  
received letters from the Honourable Seadley D. Durham, Seniar 
Elected.member of the State Council cf the Turks  and Caicaz 

advising  .of a petition passed unanimously by the 
elected mar:oars of the State Council and addressed•to the 
British Government. The petition requested the right to  sec:  
aszociaticn with canada and asked for British Government 
assiatance in bringing association about.C—e- 
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