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Attention was focussed on the Turks and Caicos Isiznis

inJanuary- 1974,-with the introduction by Max Saltsman (X3F

daterloo) of a Private Member's bill zallingfor—the Jouse ¢f

commons o establish a study committee to examine. the

feasibility of a political or ecaonomic union between Canada
and these particular islands. This bill folliowed a trip to

the Turks and Caicos in August 1973 by a delcgatlon that
1ncluded Mssrs Macquarrle, Knowles, Dupras, Trudel an

a2 closer relationship.. During this time Canadian televisis
~rews aad newspapermen descended on the Turks and Caicos,
discovered support for the idea and by their Steaence anc
interest, induced some of the islanders to believe that
association was a practical and imminent possibility. A
campaign for association with Ccanada was led in the island

then Minister for Tourism and Deve1opmen;, Lzam ﬂagulre, an
expatriate Englishman with tourism interests,’ and in Canada
R.B. Whiting of Ottawa, a retired air Commodore anc Presicden

of ‘the Turks and Caicos Canadian Asspciation. Support for
ssociation in the Turks and Caicos was based on the
expectation that it would promote & cozrucopié of Canadian
2id, private investment and jobs. o :
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mocking tone in ccmmenting on the issue.
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Fellowing the introduction of Mr. Salteman®s Hill, ch

Secretary of State for External nfiairs and

Tlected lember of the State Cotnecil ¢f the Turks and ¢

Islands, advising of a petition péssed ULENIRQUS
<
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elected menmpers of the State Councii and 244res
British Government. The petition requested the [
associaticn with Canada and asked for Britisnh Covernme

assistance in bringing associatior akcuti.
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A nunber of letters were received at that zine -
‘Canaaians concerning the propoced association. cCorrespenienc
rar heavily in favour of association, the main zetlonasle Zs:ix
a vinter resort for Canadians which would not ze a draln on
our balance of payments. -Some discussec a ne2d to n&ilb =ne
islands. For the most part, the press acdop:ted & Jeocula: axnc

crehtﬂon cf a special joint Committee to. studv the questlon C’



