
TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE EMPLACEMENT OF NUCLEAR WEAPONSAND OTHER WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION ON THE SEA-BED AND THEOCEAN FLOOR AND IN THE SUBSOIL THEREOF

The States Parties to this Treaty,

Recognizing the common interest of mankind in the progress of theexploration and use of the sea-bed and the ocean floor for peaceful purposes,
Considering that the prevention of a nuclear arms race on the sea-bed andthe ocean floor serves the interests of maintaining world peace, reducesinternational tensions and strengthens friendly relations among States,
Convinced that this Treaty constitutes a step towards the exclusion of thesea-bed, the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof from the arms race,
Convinced that this Treaty constitutes a step towards a treaty on generaland complete disarmament under strict and effective international control,and determined to continue negotiations to this end,
Convinced that this Treaty will further the purposes and principles of theCharter of the United Nations, in a manner consistent with the principles ofinternational law and without infringing the freedoms of the high seas,

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I

1. The States Parties to this Treaty undertake not to emplant or emplaceon the sea-bed and the ocean floor and in the subsoil thereof beyond the outer
limit of a sea-bed zone, as defined in Article II, any nuclear weapons or any
other types of weapons of mass destruction as well as structures, launching
installations or any other facilities specifically designed for storing, testing or
using such weapons.

2. The undertakings of paragraph 1 of this Article shall also apply to thesea-bed zone referred to in the same paragraph, except that within suchsea-bed zone, they shall not apply either to the coastal State or to the sea-bedbeneath its territorial waters.

3. The States Parties to this Treaty undertake not to assist, encourage orinduce any State to carry out actîvities referred to in paragraph of this
Article and not to participate in any other way in such actions.

ARTICLE II

For the purpose of this Treaty, the outer limit of the sea-bed zone referredto in Article I shall be coterminous with the twelve-mile outer limit of the zone
referred to in Part II of the Convention on the Territorial Sea and theContiguous Zone, signed at Geneva on 29 April 1958, and shall be measured inaccordance with the provisions of Part I, Section II, of that Convention and inaccordance with international law.


