Mexico in Transition

“Fifth, the system was essentially one of single party rule. ‘As previously
mentioned, the PRI was founded to internalize conflict. within a single, broad-based
ruling coalition. There was little separation of party and state; the two were virtually
~ one and the same. A limited degree of party pluralism was condoned for the sake of
appearances, but the PRI seldom lost. The system’s real pluralism was found within
the PRI itself, where rival political groups corporatlst sectors and |deolog|cal factions .
vied for power.

Sixth, external challenges to the party’s dominance were successfully countered
by an elaborate system of cooptation. Through systematic use of bureaucratic and
~ political appointments and generous pay-offs, "autonomous" protest movements that
posed any perceived threat to the interests of the PRI-government soon found
themselves robbed of their leaders or compromised. While this cooptation process left -
apersistent leadership vacuum among grassroots organizations and opposition parties,
it helped to rejuvenate continually the PRI government with new, creative, energetlc
individuals with proven leadership skills.® : :

Finally, as one of its more authoritarian traits, the system depended on control
of the mass means of communication. Open, public criticism of the government was’
seldom permatted especially on radio and televxsaon

3.2 The Rules of the Game

Alongsnde its cornerstones mentioned above, the Mexican post-revolutionary
- political system also developed a strongly institutionalized set of rules by which all
actors within the PRI-government abided. The highly institutionalized character of
Mexico's regime distinguished it from many neighbouring Latin American countries,
where political turmoil and frequent regime change prevalled '6 Four such rules are
identified here: -
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