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Memorandum of Understanding

The Governments of Canada and the United States of America have agreed to recordthe following in connection with the Treaty Concerning Pacific Salmon, in order toset out the intention of the Parties with respect to implementation of Article III,paragraph 1(b) of the said Treaty, Data Sharing and the Yukon River, Transboun-dary Rivers and the Northern Boundary - Southeastern Alaska fisheries:

A. Implementation of Article III, paragraph 1(b)

The principal goals of the Treaty are to enable both countries, through betterconservation and enhancement, to increase production of salmon and to ensure thatthe benefits resulting from each country's efforts accrue to that country. In this regard,research on the migratory movements of stocks subject to interception must be con-tinued for several years. Such research is required not only to determine with moreprecision the extent of interceptions by both sides, but also to provide an improvedbasis for conservation and enhancement. The resultant long-term increases in pro-duction of salmon should fully justify the short-term expenditures on research.

With respect to the obligation to provide each Party with benefits equivalentto the production of salmon originating in its rivers (contained in Article III, paragraph1(b) of the Treaty), it is recognized that data on the extent of interceptions in someareas are imprecise and that it is therefore not possible to determine with certaintythe total production of salmon from each country's rivers. It is also recognized thatmethods of evaluating benefits accruing within each country may differ. For thesereasons, it is anticipated that it will be some time before the Commission can developprograms to implement the provisions of Article III, paragraph 1(b) in a completeand comprehensive manner. Nevertheless, in the short term, the Commission shallensure that the annual fishery regimes and understandings regarding enhancementare developed in an equitable manner taking into account the principle outlined inArticle III 1(b). In particular, the Commission's decisions should take into accountchanges in the benefits flowing to each of the Parties through alteration in fishingpatterns, conservation actions, or as the result of changes in the abundance of the runs.

In the longer term, if it is determined that one country or the other is derivingsubstantially greater benefits than those provided from its rivers, it would be expectedthat the Parties would develop a phased program to eliminate the inequity withina specified time period, taking into account the provisions of Article III, paragraph3. Since correction of imbalances is a national responsibility and may involve dif-ferential fishery adjustments or enhancement projects on a regional basis within eithercountry, the Party with the advantage shall submit appropriate proposals to the Com-mission for consideration. Such proposals shall be discussed within the Commissionand be reflected in the agreed fishery regimes and coordinated enhancement plan-ning in ensuing years.


