
The western prairie province
of Saskatchewan consolidated
its fair practice laws in a
provincial Bill of Rights in
1947. By 1975, each prov-
ince had established its own
comprehensive human rights
codes, administered and
enforced by permanent
human rights commissions.

be discriminated against,
rather than to the full panoply
of rights covered by the
ICCPR. They do not provide a
single, comprehensive guar-
antee of human rights across
the country.
In any case, these codes
have the same status as other
laws passed by legislators
insofar as they can be
amended or restricted
through the normal legislative
process. ln theory, a govern-
ment could use its power to
suspend, or even revoke, the
rights established through
these codes.

dom of religion, and freedom
of association and peaceful
assembly;
ademocratic rîghts - the

right to vote in elections, and
to run for public office;
a equality rights, prohibiting
discrimination and, in partic-
ular, discrimination based on
race, colour, national or eth-
nic origin, religion, sex, age,
mental or physical disability;
a legal rights, ensuring that

cultural heritage - is a fun-
damental part of Canadian
life. And a special clause
ensures that ail charter rights
are guaranteed equally for
men and women.

Building on the Charter

Canadians recognize the
Charter of Rights and Free-
doms as a practical symbol of
the kind of society they want
to build. But they also recog-
nize that they have flot
achieved perfection. Many
people - women, visible
minorities, aboriginal peoples,
the disabled - stili feel the
barriers of isolation, prejudice
and discrimination. Concrete
action is needed to eliminate
those barriers and work
towards the goal defined by
the charter.
The Canadian government
has launched a wide range of
initiatives designed to support
such action. For example,
through the Court Challenges
Program, individuals and
groups are offered assistance
when challenging federal
legislation, poficies and pro-
gramns through the courts,
These ''test cases'' corne
under the equality and lan-
guage provisions of the char-
ter. In many of these test
cases, individuals would be
unable to bring the issue
to the courts without this
assistance,
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