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Current Topics.

Suh In the March number of the New Review
Africa. Dr. Rutherford Harris, the secretary of the

fate British South Africa Company, says that the
faeof South Africa must be settled, and be settled soon, and

SOat thr are but tl ree ways of settling it. The countries

.ithi a f h Zambesilmay renounce ail connection with Great
horet'I nd federate asaI ntdStates of South Africa,"
hcostl c h British name ; Ley may Le constituted as a new

Mania io )agl but a Dominion lseneath the wings of the Ger-

at a 'th foresighit and wvitls courage-they may draw together
R8a nilinion, loyal as Canada is loyal, under the Union
1-)nfdn Te second of tbese developmients is considered by tLe
k'nir "mes ta be out of the question. Il Until the B3ritish

eope scrushed . until bier Navy las been annihilated, her
r'Ces hale been' exhausted, and lier couraguerycwd

ail Berii an neyer be sa false ta ail her interests and to
al r traditians as to suifer -a foreign Power to wrest fron bier," 'filch tram bcr, tLe hegemony of South Africa." IDr.1lt8argues with a good deal f force that the Transvaal

ro" is the cardinal problem on which ail else turns. The.5a'vaal Will soan Le a densely peopled State, inhabited by
1h hlllish-speakjng population. Before long il will attain ta

the ights enjoyed by free men in ail civilized States. AIltat is ece
la.rri8  eesary ta bind them ta the Emnpire, m7tintains Dr.

'rh S''s oabtain at once redress of their just grievances.
lejic "'OfSouth Africa " look ta Mr. Chamberlain, and

rîîa t 1 et lest a great statesmian stands et the head of
O Oniai emnpire."' They will not look ir vain.

8rkvilI1 , It is difficult ta understand why the good
Trag~15 peaple of Brockvjille sbould have allowed a

8Curvt an man like Lapinte-a drunken maniac-ta
Rurn af an prancing about their streets, fiourishing a
I-i 5s fad therwie making bimself a dangeraus nuisance.
lleed fearf Crime is a most impressive objeet lesson on the
le Pe estrictig the carrying of firearms. No one shouid

sufcet ita carry a gun or a revolier without giving a
the Prtreas rn for doing sa, and obtaining permission from
d il ted ter ntharities. The attention of the Government is

b otis mnatter.

Te According to the cable message of to-day,
Cattie Business. Dr. Montague and Mr. Calmner, of the High

Commiissioner's offce, hiad an interview with
Mr. Chanmberlain yesterday touching the matter of tbe impor-
tation of Canadian cattle into Great Britain. It was explained
ta the Secretary of State for the Colonies that pleura-pneu-
mania was not found among cattle in Canada, and Ladl neyer
existed there. TLe Canadian Gaverniment are confident of
this, and according4y take strong exception ta the bllI recently
introduced into the Imperial Flouse of Commons excluding
Canadian cattle permanently from England, except for slaugh ter
at the part of landing. Mr. Chamberlain was informed that
tLe restaration of the free admission of aur cattle would Le in
accordance with the spirit of the despatch wbich Le had
addressed ta the colonies in regard ta tLe develapilent of
trade witb tbe motber country. Mr. Cbamberlain was very
caurteous, of course, and we Lave nio doulbt tbat Le wi111 do
wLat le can in the matter. Lt is ta Le Loped tLat the bill iii
question will not Le passed by the House.

In ta day's World, Mr. Sam Hunter's clever
"Tired." cartoon, IlTired," exactly depicts the presenit

politîcal situation. A weary man, sound asleep on a pillow,
represents the Canadian public. Sir Mackenzie, with a hurdy-
gurdy, stands on the tired man's Lead, grinding out the tune,

ISchool Question "; on the shoulder is Mr. 1)'Altan Mc-
Carthy, with tLe Protestant drum and cymnbils, beating time
ta tLe " ScLool Questian " ; whilst lard by is IMr. Laurier,
playing upon a silver trumipet the Il Sebool Question." He is
close ta the Il public ear," and blows Lis Llast straigbt into it,
but tbe tired man heeds not. He Las ceased ta care for tbe
Lurdy-gurdy man, the Protestant drum, or tbe silver trumpet.
TLey can play as tLey please. But the public sleeps. Some
otLer tune migbt arouse the weary one.

The failure of another bookseller in Toronto
Toron to%

Taste. emphasizes wlhat was said ta us recently by
an experienced man engaged in tLe busi-

ness, that tLe sale of books in this city Las declined by over
6o per cent. withir. tLe lest ten years, and tLat tbere Las been
an equal falling off in the character of tLe books for which
tbere is demand. Lt is certainly a severe reflection an the
intellectual. tastes and habits of the people of Toronto. A
first-class bookstore here is now an impossihilîty. The de-
mand for high-class literature in any form, book)s or journals, is
s0 exceedingly small that the man who attempts ta supply it
courts almost immediate failure. Besides regarding itself as
pre-eminently moral, Toronto boasts of being the most intel-
lectual city of tbe Dominion. Yet the journals and books'
for wLich tbere is any demand Lere are those devoted to sen-
sationalism, gossip, and erotic twaddle in the form of fiction.
Ruskin samewhere remarks that people will only willingly pay
for twa things :for being amused, or for being cheated.

Canada's It is gratifying ta learn from yesterday's cable
Experts, message that Britain's imp)orts from Canada

in February were four and a haîf times
greater thari tLe imports of the corresponding moîîth of last

THE
VOL. X1J1 *

No. 16.

WEEK


