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that and every other question of prime importance. Three years hence
we shall perhaps be re electing Mr. Cleveland to the Presidency on the
unfruitful issue of his being, personally, a good man, but the party to
which he nominally belongs will have done nothing to justify its installa-
tion to power, and many of its members now in Congress will be thrown
out, as the majority of them richiy deserve. In sober fact, there has been
no Democratic Party for this past seven or eight yeéars, except on the single
question of ousting the go-called Republicans from the spoils of Government;
and now that they have got into power, and tind the spoils in large part
inaccessible, the party is rapidly going to picces, which is the one redecming
feature of the situation. The Republican Party will hold together a while
longer, because it is better disciplined aund has more intelligence, and its
leaders are able to join hands ahout'the question of regaining such of the
public plunder as it lost by the election of Mr. Cleveland.

S nce the institution of the present Union, the United States have
rarely been without great p()l@tical issues to engage the attention of the
people, and to atford opportunity for able men to come to the front and
lead the masses to a detinite settlement of them. Dut all this time the
science and art of administration have been neglected, and now that good
administration has become so essential to the well-being of our complex
social organization, we find not only a lack of experience and training for
its application, but a divergence between our constitutional and party
systems of government that threatens to keep our administrative faculties
paralyzed for an indefinite time ahead. B.

THE BRITISH ELECTIONS.

Our English correspondent writes respecting the influences which turned
the scales in the elections - ~

The boroughs declared with no uncertain voice agninst disestablish-
ment of the Church, against a wavering foreign, or rather against
a wavering BEgyptian, policy, and last, but not least, against commercial
depression.  But in the counties, where Hodge now reigns supreme, other
influences were evidently at work.  Let us cnquire what these influences
were. 1 happencd during the period of the clections to pass some days iu
Wiltshire, and as it i3 in this county that squircarchy, landlordism, and all
that is understood by the ¢ big houses’ ” influence received the severest
blow, I took some little pains to find out what was passing in the minds of
the “ sons of the soil,” The conviction 1 arrived at was this, that Wilt-
shire Hodge has little love for his landlord, less for his parson, and least
of all for his immediate suzorain, the farmer., Did he not, therefore, dis-
pliy an eminently human, if not a very Christian, instinet in voting
diametrically opposite to the expressed wishes and predilections of squire,
parson, and farmer? It is the fashion to say that Hodge really believed in
the Liberal promise of threc acres and a cow, and it is even ulleged that
one voter brought a halter with him to the polling booth.
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How the whistling wind drives sleet and snow

O'er each eave and each ledge, o'er cach fence and each bough ;
Cer tra-ks on earth’s surface, o’er man's footsteps of sin,
The angel of God scatters purity in,

Reminding proud Mammon through each cycle of time
How the Heavens are pure and the Earth full of crime;
How his carvings and workings in iron and clay

Are hidden and covered by God in a day :

Where Man rears his mounds for the proud or the just
They ure levelled and equalled by Nature’s white dust.
It falls upon king and pauper alike,

Regardless of station, of wealth, or of might;

The white cloaks of courticrs it contrasts to shame ;

To the blush of the cheek it adds freshness and flame ;
To the festive in age or the sportive in youth

Earth’s wintery garlands are atoms of mirth.

Then, welcome the snow, though heavy the fall,

God’s emblem of purity, power o’er all.

Toronto. CHARLES SHEARD, M.D.
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CHRISTIANITY AND TOTAL ABSTINENCE.

To the Editor of The Week .

Sigr,~—* A.” presents one view of * :
You will kindly allow me to present another it
tions from an undoubted authority on both sides. ) '

Our Saviour, who made wine from water at the marriage feast.m Cana,
said on another occasion: It is impossible but that offences \»:111 come ;
but woe to him through whom they come. It were better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into thg sea, than that
he should offend one of these little ones.” On the principle of avoiding
giving offence to “little ones,” or those who are weal:: i'n any respect, the
Apostle Paul says: “ All thingsindeed are pure, but it is evil for that man

Christianity and Total Abstinence.”
) a few words, mostly quota-
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who cateth with offence. 1t i3 good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine,
nor anything whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made
weak.”  And again: © Take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours
heeome a stambling block to them that are weak.  For it any man sce thee
which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the con-
science of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are
offered to idols ; and through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish,
for whom Christ died ! But when ye sin so against the brethren, and
wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. Wherefore, if meat
make my brother to offend, L will eat no meat while the world standeth,
lest I make my brother to oftend.”

Application. —Would He who denounced with such woes the laying of
stumbling blocks in the path of those who are mentally, morally, or physi-
cally weak, Himself provide, in large quantities, to a convivial gathering of
people who liad already ¢ well drunk ” (“drank freely,” R V.), a wine
which iy causing thousands of owr sfrongest men to stumble every year?
[s our generation weaker than that in the days of our Saviour, or is our
wine stronger?  Could He, whose exanple was always safe to the weakest,
leading all upward only, and who, instead of causing oftfence by selfish
indulgence, denied Bimself to death inorder to save others - could He possi-
bly furnish, in our day, a nuwriage party with fifteen lirkins” of our wine,
when the party bad already drunk ©to the full 77 And would this manifest
forth s glory 1 1 fear that the sman who would furnish oven ¢ blue
ribbon beer " in such cireumstances would bring rather more shame on
his head than glory 5 but what of One from whom so much more would be
expected than of any mere man 't

But let the wine be what it may, ¢ cireumstances alter cases.”  Meat
is both harmless and wholesome in ordinary circumstances, argues the
Apostle Paul ; but there were cirewmstances in which it would be a stum-
bling block to weak hrethren ; and in such ciecumstances, the Apostle would
be a total abstainer from it if he should live as long as the world would
stand.  Would “ AV " example in drinking our mildest wine he as sufe to
his children as his example of abstinence I OF course, he must bear his
own burden of responsibility 5 hut it is neither wise nor kind of any one
to stigmatize as *elerical purists ™ those whom, certainly, neither the
Master nor 1is Apostle would condemn for their self-denial in cither meat
or drink, “‘lest they should make their brother to oftond.” 3.

JAPAN,
To the Editor of The Week .

S, - b am glad to see in your “Topies 7 of January 14 some references
to Japanese matters in refreshing contrast to a great deal that appears in
Western papers about that interesting country, the most of which is very
misleading ; and yet, amid the general nccuracy of the articles in Tug
WEEK, a few errors have erept in that you will allow me to correct :

L. Instead of Japan having “ long recoguized the desirability of n closer
alliance with Euglund,” she has becomo more tirmly convinced that her
safety lies in not allying herself more than absolutely necessary with any
Western power.  She is not likely to desire any allinnce with England or
any other Western power until they treat her fairly, and remove the
incubus which they hold upon her development, and in consequence of
which she is compelled to forego the advantages of opening up her territory
to foreign intercourse.

3. Conpulsory cducation is not one of ““their latost steps in the path
of civilization.”  That has been a fact in Japan for a number of years,
The chief change of late has been to enforce a fee in certain circumstances
where formerly education was tree.

3. In the matter of introducing Roman letters in placo of Chinese
ideographs and Japanese Awna, it was not wmembers of the Kana Soctoty
who inaugurated the eampaign in favour of the more radical change, but
the professors and most prominent officials in connection with the Imperial
Tokio University. Nor was the method of writing in Roman letters a
discovery of this later movement, for the committee appointed to fix on an
authoritative system of transliteration- —~of which I was a membor-—simply
took and slightly moditicd a system already in use for over twenty yoars:
that introduced by Dr. Hepburn, a medical missionary from the United
States, and in which his great dictionary is published.  Forcigners had
already published quite wlarge smount of transliterated literaturo hefore the
Japaneso themselves took it up, and it has yot to fight its way to recogni-
tion and success.  ‘The society now numbers 6,079 members, of whom 314
are foreigners.

4. English is not yet taught in tho primary schools throughout the
country by decree of State; it is permittzd and encouraged-——but the lack
of teachers contines the nctual teaching to a comparatively small number,
In spite of that, however, it is true that an imwmense and increasing
impetus has been given to the spread of the English language and the
influence of English literature.

5. 1 think it bardly fair to lcave the impression that Clristian
missionarics spend their strength to any great extent in combating
Confucianism, Buddhism, or Shinto—“slaying the slain”  They are
engaged a hundredfold more largely in Hiting up the Christ of the Gospels,
and meeting every phase of unbelief as it appears in living reality. As
you say, “ Western philosophy is indeed largely destructive.” Japan is
tinding that it is not only destructive of old fogyism but of all moral
sanctions as well, and the Christian missionary is trying to replace the
destroyed moral sanctions of the past with the better and more enduring
ones of Jesus Christ.  Allow me the honour of handing you a book of
lectures and a pawphlet or two, which will indicate some of the lines along
which we move. Yours truly,

C. 8. Epy (Nine years missionary in Japan).

Cobourg, Ont., January 15, 1886,



