132 THE. SUPERNATURAL AND THE MIRACULOUS.

the ignerant, but with some men of intellectual claims, is.
singulurly enough a time also for the setting up of every
vulgar and trivial pretence of miraculous demonstrations.
Some, unable to aceept Christianity on account of its pro-
digies, scem 10 have opened their breast to the fullest ad-
mission of the ephemeral stories of preternatural power,
and, by a backward way, to be coming round, through the
amazoment of modern discoveries, to an acceptance of
the very religion which they had despised. It is curious,
as a striking indication of the original and unalterable
fushion of the human heart, to sce the Babel tower of
wisdom, so laboriously reared to heaven against God’s
werd, shaking and tumbling, as a feather, before the breath
of this marvellous rumor.

It is not time, and here is not place, to pass Judoment
on the reported facts, doubtless deserving investigation,.
and perhaps only invoking some heretoforeunknown law,,
from which this new supernatural faith has sprang. It
may only, in this connection, occur to us to note their vast
inferiority, in all dignity and worth, to the miracles which
we reccived with our religion. In what port of grandeur
the deeds of Jesus Christ stand apart from the insignifi--
cance or triviality, from the malice or the trickery, of these
{resh disclosures! Indeed, these latter, whether offered
in the way of an amusement, with noises and motions-at.
a neighboring door, or, under the imposing figure.of a
whole community, rising out of like assmmptions; in a far-
off territory of Utah, appear but as a tinsel surface and
hollow feil to the solid glory and eternal splendor.of those
warks of Jesus which have brought God and.heaven. into
eontact with the human soul. The comparison is nothing
bat contrast. Until the recent wonders shall fetch us



