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yen mnigbt publishi in the succeeding naimber of your
Journal, and I bave no doubt but that in the course of a
few niontbs a sufficient number of Institutes would have
reponded, to jutify the calling of delegates to forna the
association.

1 do hope. Mr. Editor, that the active worbing officers
and members of the Nhlranic?' Institutes cf this Pro-
vince, will renew their endeavours to teach the bard
working and industrieus sons of toit, that lciwwledgc i8
power, and learn themsclves that union is strength.

Another Member,
T. M. I.

[We are pleased te sec commenced in the Journal a
correspondence relating te the position and objece cf
the Niechanios' Institutes cf the Province, and hope te
sec the subject well discussed in these pages, se that the
vieivs and experiences cf those who have taken an active
part in the management cf these institutions may be
imparted te others.

For the information of the writer cf the above comn-
munication, WC would mention that eue cf the purposes
for wbich the Boards cf Arts and Manufaictures have been
established is the promotion oftbe interests cf the several.

lar lectures, however general and uusystematia in their
order, must give a beneficial impulse te thesp efforts.
The great purpose, however, cf these Institutes stili
rexnains neglected-the establishment cf classes for
aduit education. This is the most important, as it is ne
doubt the mest difficuit work te be accomplished. The
news recta and library are net used for educatioual
purposes. The library is used for amusement, and
works cf solid information are very rarely demanded ;.
whilst the patrons cf the news recrm seck its resources
for political or general information, or the pastime of a
leisure heur. No doubt these branches cf a Mechanics'
Institute have an important influence on the character
of its members; but no Mechanies' Institute is wortby
cf i ts nam e, or the patronage cf the friends cf pregress,
which does net offer the advantage cf class instruction
te the working classes. The ceuntiese oppertunities fer
making discoveries, inventions and imprevemneuts, which,
lie around thera in their daily avocations, are lest,
bocause, notwithstaading ail or educational.efforts, the
great body of the people in every departmeut cf labour
are ignorant cf the pri neiples cf physical science. Were
our farmners familiar with the eleuments cf agricultural
chemi stry, our artizans with those cf mechanical philo-

AMechftnics' Institutes in Canada;. and that being con- sophy, our miners with those cf geelogy, and were these,
Pesed principally cf Delegates froni these Institutions, educated te that degree cf intelligence which would
witb the Presidents cf ail Irncorporated Institutes as ex- enable thein to communicate te others the suggestions
qflicio members cf the Board, furnishes at once just inspired by, their-avocations, it is impossible te over-
sncb an organization as our cerrespondent suggests. estimate the advantages that would follew. Instead cf

In August 1858, the executive committes (if this Board, inventiens and discoveries being isclated and confined
ia a circular addressed to the Presidents and Dcelegs.tes te the theorist ani the philosopher, they would spring
of the several Institutes, communicated the follewing frein their natural sources, the field of labour, and be a~s
resolution: extensive as the number cf experîmenters.

Resolved :-" That the Secretary de request the dele- Now, the Mechanica' Institute is the college cf the
gates fromn the several flecbanics' Institutes te be pre- people. What an efficient conimon scheol systen coin-
pared, at ihie inext Quarterly Meeting cf the Board, te mences, they would continue; and ne national system
discuss the question,- W/îat can bc donc b1 the Board cf instruction is cemplete without Ibis adult college cfin prom e Mhe e-fficiencyj of thLe Mlechalic8' 1ttutcs in
IJyper Canada 9' and aIso te suggest that meetings et the people. The common school, under the best condi-
the respective Institutes be held te disouss te question, tiens, eau cnly supply a generai elenientary educatien.
Bomne time prier te the aiteading cf their Delegates at The special instuto eddb dlsi hi ifrthe meeting cf the Bocard te ho held on the 5th cfsruicneddyautsn erdif-
October next." ent pursuits is acquired best as it is needed, and in the

We regret te say that, notwitbstanding the above evening classes of a Mlechanice' Institute that instruction
invitation, ne representatives fromn the Institutes came could be best obtained. Mach may ho deae la this
te the meeting prepared te discuss the question suggested, regard by the members forming themseives inte mutual
or te give any information relating thereto. We trust instruction classes. But thec best amateur teuching is
however that it ivill again be takea up at an earîy meet-, iimitod and cf littie value. It is toc often unmethodi-
ing cf tbe Board, and that members will then be pre- cal, uncertaîn, spasmodical and defective. Thorough
pared te discuss any inttters bearing on Ihe interests cf instruction must corne from the qualifled and profes-
these institutions. -En. JouRNAL.] sienal teacher, and WC have no right te expeot snch

instruction uuless we pay the just value for It. Rence
it shouid be the chief object cf the directors cf these

To thle Editor of the Journal of Mhe Board of Arts and Institutes te encourage and aid the formation cf classes,
Manufactures. under efficient teachers. The fees sheuld be sncb as

SsIhave read with much interest the Reports cf would enable the poorest member te becomne students ;
Mechanica' Institutes pnblisbed In your Journal. They and ns it is net probable that these fées would remu-
bear evidence of progrese and effort ia the righit dirc nerate the tcacher, a portion cf the frinds cf the insti-
tion. The establishment cf reading reonas and libraries tute, and cf ail other available reseurces, whether cf
'within the reacli cf the laboring classes, forms an impor- benevolent subscriptions or Geverument aids, should be
tant step la aduit education; and the delivery cf popu- devoted te this ali-impertant ebject


