
z8 An Indian Legend.

Indians should occasionally weave the ed from one of his drunken sprees, that it
white people into their tales. They have was ail gone-kakayak.
been acquainted with us exactly as many Upon receiving this intelligence he
years and centuries as we have been waiked out and stroiied about in his flds,
with them, and they were in our eyes, ruminatinguponhissad condition. There
when first beheld, no greater wonders than he is met and accosted by a fine-iooking,
we were in theirs. If we have made our- weil-dressed gentleman, who asks him for
selves merry at their expense; if we have one of his daughters in marriage. The
deemed them capital subjects for romance, stranger offers a large sum of money as a
fiction, and all kinds of exaggeration-why "dowry," and the bargain is immediately
should not they, according to the same natu- struck. The eidest daughter is given him
ral promptings, deal with us after the same for a wife. Me takes the girl and carnes
fa8hion ? what can be more natural and just? herof home with him. Butnoonecantel

The tale which follows does, indeed, who he is, whence he came, or whither he
acknowledge the existence of a king, of goes.*
money, of soldiers, &c.; but the notions The moneyreceived for the girl the king
entertained of these appendages of civi- expends in intoxicating drinks, and keeps
lization are just as crude and absurd as himself soundiy drunk as long as it lasts.
an untutored Indian may be supposed to But it is exhausted after a while. Me is
form. The author evidently knew but then compelled to become sober and keep
little of what these things meant. so for a season. But, strolling in his fields

Then the fiction of the " coat," " shoes" again one day, he meets a second gentle-
and "sword" are certainly not so strange man, (saktrnow, lord, chief), who solicits
and difficult to conceive of, that they need the hand of his second daughter, and
to be ascribed to one astonishingly inven- offers for her a large sum of money. To
tive mind. They are exceedingly natural. this the king agrees, receives the money,
It seems to me a little reflection will con- delivers the girl over to the stranger, who
vince any one that they wouild be likely to carnes her off no one knows whither. The
occur to believers in magic of any age and king indulges in another spree, which con-
place, and may, therefore, have had a thou- tinues while the money iasts.
sand independent origins. The same may The third and ast girl is disposed of in
be said of many other ideas connected with the saine manner. But the third gentleman,
the iegends of ail races, and even in this for elegance of form, beauty of countenance
view they are confirmatory of the unity of and abundance of wealth, far outstrips the
the human race. others. ie has with him literally a car-

With these introductory.rerarks we may oad of money, and offers it ail to the king,
proceed with the story. whom he meets in the field as the othersdid, if he will bestow upon him the third

and ony remaining daughter. The offerAvery risch ing ive in a argetey is accepted, the bargain conciuded, the girl
Meildin had o uch moe tt aepate deaivered up, and, like the others, is carried
and building ad tobeprovided to ee ii, offnooneoe wswhither and no one knows
nihand e bu ld ing ad is, whenc h by whom.

The king again induges freely in his
queen, and three daughters. Me cived in tluxury and drank freely of intoxicating * This is perfectly Indian, and in harrnony with
liquors. At iength he became a notorious ail the legends. The father disposes of the girl.drunkard and rapidly wasted his treasures. She, poorthing, hasno sayinthe matter. A some-

Bud thig is ta be paid for her-usually sorne fat is to behperfornd, which shat cost the suitor sorne labor andhe would spend ail, and that they wousd trouble, and perhaps his life. The readers of the
be reduced to poverty. So she contrived Bible wiil readily recal the cases of Jacob andtosaveapart. Shegainedover the soldiers Daid, &c., where the sarne custorn ob oined. itis manifestly Eatern and Jewish, as well as Indian.Noffrs itconfined ta the age of fiction. Even aTong
plied for more money, after.having recover- aur Indians it is fot yholly abolished yet.


