
.360,562 feet. Besicles this there ivas shipped 3,567 tons of
bircli and 15 tous of pine, compared witli 4A489 tons of birch
and 48 tons Of pine in 1903. W. C. Malcolm Mackay was
the heaviesi individual shipper in each year, white the other
large shippers were George MeKean and the A. Gibson Rail-
way and Manufacturing Company. Liverpool, Bristol, Mati-
chester and Glasgow are the chief deal ports, and it is notice-
able that the shipînents to Liverpool felu off five million feet
and to Glasgow two million feet, white the shipmnents to
Bristol inucreased by two million feet and to Manchester by
necarly six million, probably a result of the energetie efforts
of the Manchester ship canal people. A recapitulation of the
shipinerus from aIl New Brunswick ports outside of St. John
for the year shows that 365 vessels Of 641,711 tons carried
358,881,R93 superficial feet of deal>. lu 1903 361
*vessels of 6o2,892 tons look awaY 388,361,7'05 superficial feet
.rf decals.

Messrs. Raymiond & Doherty, proprietorsof the Royal
Ilotel, in this cïiy, have just purchased a large building On
Gyermain stre.et, iiear the hotel, and will remodel and greatly'
enlarge it. The nuw property is t0 be fitted up for sample
roons for this popular hotel.

Albert Mowry, a workmnan in the employ of the Maritime
Nail Works, lias invenited and patented a nut lock that lias
been purchased by Hl. R. MeLellan, Hon, H. A. McKeown,
and others, for $14,ooo. Tha new nut lock has been tried on.
the Canadian Pacifie Railway with satisfaetory results, and
will be given a trial on the Intercolonial.

The aniial auction sale of the harbor fisheris of St.
John tooli place to-day, and the eity realized therefroru
$1,340 more than lu 1904, and $2,77().43 more than in 1902.
The net revenue from, this sale was $5,191.05. The privileges
rol are for the riglit to huild irelrs. Dr~ift fibliiiag in the
harbor la carried on by al] the fishermnen, but thtre is no
civic controlgof this.

During the six montIs ending December 3Ist, the sura
-of $386,662.65 was deposited lu the Dominion savings banik
branel in St. John, and $403,763.49 taken out. For the six
months just closed, the withdrawals are usually in excess
of the deposits, and tht figures given are mot mnuch of an
indication of how the aceounit will stand on the 3oth of June
ilext, the entl of the fiscal year.

Messrs. Baird & Peters, wholesale grocers, have been
,<omlpelled, because of the growth of their tea business, to
separate it entirely from the other departinents of their
wholesale grocery business. Hereafter, the tea business will
be managed by the Vixn Tea Company. This firm la ont
ýof the most energetic and enterprising in the province.

TItre were forty mercantile failures in New Brunswick
<turing 1904, an increase o>f eiglit over 1903. The assets of
the Isankrupts were valued at $234,025, and the liabilities
reached $413,143. 111 190 3 the assets of failed traders we
~$69,425, and their liabilities $172,200.

The year just closed las hbeen a good ont so far as New
Brunswick was coneernied, and in some lines, particularly
wholesale grocenies, a record trade lias been dont. The
luinber business has lad its ups and downs, but now the
outlook is irnproving, an~d gemeraily tht prospects seem
good for 1905.

St-. John, N.B., 3rd Jan., ig5

-The Simillkameen district of British Colum>bia is very
mnucli to the fore just now, siot only as a mining, but as a
fruit-growing and agricultural centre. It is said by some
that, even without railroads, mining has made greater pro-
gress tliere during the year just closed than at any other
perioâ in its history. Were transportation facilities avait-
able, several properties could start shipping and continue
indefinitely the sending out of ore. It is impossible to slip,
however, whlen everything has te bc hailled on wagons at a
cost of fromn $20 to $30 a ton, aeeordlng to the distance from
Pexntictonl, the Similkametti port ;t the southern end of
0>kanagan Lake. We may mention that the district which
goes puider the name of the Similliameen stretcheýs from
T7airview, n the east, to Penticton, on the west, a distance
nf seventy miles, and fromn the boundary lime nlorthward, a
flistance of fifty miles.

-A judgment of considerable interest to foreign
patentees was handed down last week lu the United States
Circuit Court ait Boston. Tht United States Shot Machinery
Company brougît action against J. C. Desautels and the
Duplessis Independent Shot Machinery Company for al-
leged infringement of patent. Desautels pleaded that le was
a resident of St. Hyacinthe, Que., and a subI ect of Great
Britain,' and lad neyer had an establislied place of business
lu tht United States. Tht court held that an alien may be
sued for infringement of a patent wlerever in the United
States lie may be found, and ordered the plea of the defend-
ant overruled, with costs for tht complainaut.
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-- Newsý comes of important strikes of ore made last
week on tht La France group of mines, La France Creek,
a little east of Kootenay Lake, owned by a Chicago syndi-
cate. An ore shoot frotn two to three feet wide lias been, it
is declared, already proven for a distance of 100o feet, givimg
values ranging from î6o to 24o ounces silver, and from $Iu
to $6o gOld and 3 per cent. copper per ton. The other strike
was on Bald Mouintain, near by. Here "the lead on the sur-
face la front 40 to Se feet wide and can le traced up the ll-
side and over the apex to the other slope." The country
formation consisa of shales, lime and quartzites. The'
gangue is quartz and the orc: is composed of galena and gray
copper, tht latter carrying botl copper and gold. Apart
fron tht rich ore-shoot in the workings a large part of tIe
vein 15 composed of minerai, which, it is said, tan bc casily
concentrated.
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-TItre have betn many conjectures as to, tht point,
lu tht Crow's Nest Pass of Britishi Columbia, where should
be placed the zinc smteltcr, speken of for montîs. Other
places lad hopes, but most opinions favored tither Fernie
or Franki. It is stated by the Nelson News, on tht autxQnjîy
of a Christmas telegramn f rom C. Fernau, promoter of the
undertaking, that it will be placed at Frank. The site
selected is on tht Old Man river, just east of the big slide.
The ground was owned by the Camadian-American Coal and
Coke Company and was, it is stated, donated to the smelter
company. Work upon it is to be carritd on ail winter, and
the basis is i,ooo retorts. White is principal business is
expected to be to treat ores for zinc, it will aIse treat silver
and lead ores. Tht idea is that tht mines of British Col-
umbia shipping zinc ores will concentrat at tht varions
coneentrating plants now in operation or beimg built, and
tht ores be shipped to tht Frank smelter in tht forni of con-
çÇentra'tes. As tht smelter will likely use 15 tons of coal to
ont of concentrates, tht advantage of being located near tht
coal la obvions.

-It transpires that the $5,o9oo0 worth of Canadian
Northern Railway bonds, which were recently rtported as
havitng been disposed of in tht New York Market, were
sold te J. P. Morgan & Company. These bonds are on the
company's lines within tht province of Manitoba, and are
at the rate of $io,ooo per mile, bear 4 per cent. interest,
and are guaranteed by the Manitoba Government. At
a special session of the Legislature a few weeks back, tht
consolidation of the bonds on the different branches was
authorized, so as to bring them ali on to the one standard
of $io,ooo per mile. The total inilcage within tht province
authorizes guaranteed bonds te tht amnount of about $7,5oo,-
ooo, of which about $2,500,ooo were sold some five years ago.
Tht company have completed in ail about 60o miles of
railway this year, including branches, and now have their
bonds all placed. Tht earnings of the lime show rapid
inereases, tlat for the lait week reported being about 50
per cent. over the previons year. In addition to tht linesý
constructed by tht C.N.R., that company is lesset of the
Nerthern Pacifie limes lu Manitoba, for whieh a yearly rentai
of $21,ooo is now beîng paid, te be increased later. Tht
hunes are bonded' for $6,930,ooo, and th3e C.N.R., through tht
Manitoba Goverument, las an option to purehase them at
the expiry of tht lcase iu 1929, for $7,0o0,000.
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