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camp ground, which would, in my opinion, effect a large
suving to the Department, and would be acceptable to the
militia of both districts. No doubt Kingston is the proper
place for a permanent ground for the amalaamated Districts
3and 4, and I still hope to sec General Middleton’s recom-
menu‘xtxon carried out :nd a permanent camp ground
established in Kingston,” Col. Van Straubenzee thinks it
hardly fair that his districts veceive so little assistance at
camp from the schools, and that at least two instructors
should be furnished from each school.

Lt.-Col. C. F. Houghton, D.A.G., reports a very satisfuc-
tory state of affairs existing in Military District No. 5, and
states in detail the condition of each corps inspected. The
following suggestive extracts will be of special interest to
compilers of Musketry returns :—* The report of Musketry
Instructor, Major C. W. Radiger, is herewith attached
(marked Appendix “ B”), from which it will be seen that
there was a considerable improvement in the figure of merit
ol the brigade over that of 1888, when the same corps were
in camp at Sherbrooke. T would call attention to that part
of his report in which he refers to the insufliciency of the
time allotted to position drill and target practice, in which
1 fully concur, as it is an absolute impossibility to teach a
recruit who has probably never had a fire-arm in hand
before to become even a moderate shot all in the space of
one day, and by the expenditure of 20 rounds of ammuni-
tion at the ranges. 1 fully approve of his system of collect-
ing all Practice Retuvns personally, before leaving the
range, as the comparative figures of merit are in conse-
quence wuch more velinble. I even think that this system
might be applied with much advantage to all city corps, and
that 1t would be in the interests of all that a paid Instructor
be appointed by the Department to see that all class fiving
by companies or corps is carried out in strict accordance
§ with regulations, as although the city corps produce many
f fivst-class marksmen from amongst those who take a particu-
E lar interest In that branch of military traiming as a pastime,
i vet the great bulk of thewm ave about as ignorant of the use
fof the rifle as are tlwu' more unsoplnstlcated brothers-in-
3 arms of the rural corps.”

Lieut.-Col. G. d’Orsonuens, D. A. G. of District No. 6,
notes 2 marked improvement in the force under his com-
B mand, but in or(ler thut the progress may be maintained he
B thus advises 1 1 have again to bring to your notice and
2 to recommend that the Ofticers, at least, be drilled every
B vear (if one expects that they shounld vetain what they have
{ lrnt at the Schools) and, when not drilling with their
g Corps, be formed into Companies representing the Corps
i cxempted trom Aunnal Drill and these into one adminis.
il tative Battalion, with rank’s pay and rations, thus keeping
E them all @ fait annually. With their pay, the ordinary
R Ui rations and a serge blouse to drill with the rifle, Iam
N sure everybody would be satisfied.  With the continual
§ change ot drill and the rapid progress made in the military
g it [ consider it an absolute necessity that the Officers
should dvill every year. With a well-trained body of
Oflicers the rank and file should be fit for any service.
i Should the objection of expenditure be raised, T would not
lesitate for w moment to recommend that the money allow.
fance of $40 per annnm for drill instruetion be applied to
it end, as every Officer would benefit by it.”  Colonel
1Orsounens recommends the issue of greatcoats with de-
tached capes, as the cape alone would be suthcient for a
wreat part of the yerd ; and in place of the issue of cloth
L tunics once in four years he recommends the icsue of serge
L funies one in three yeamrs—the term of enlistment.  Touch-
fing the drill associations in schools, he recommends that the
bresent system of gazetting the ofticers in the Militia Gen-
eral Orders he thscontnnml, and that the Dircetors of the
sehiools should be left to appoint at their discretion for the
time being the best and most competent pupils.  Sargeon
Major Campbell, who was Principal Medical Officer of the

camp at St. Johns, draws particular attention to the defec
tive water supply, ‘nd sbows how pipes could be laid con-
necting the camp ground with the town water service at the
barr leS, with little expense.

Lieut.-Col. T. J. Duchesnay reports minutely upon the
corps in No. 7 District, and makes a number of recommend-
ations of local importance. Major A. A. Demers, Mus-
ketry Instructor at Levis camp, recommends that at least
tour, or more, competent Musketry Sergeunts be appointed
for cach camp.

Lieut.-Col. Geo. J. Maunsell, D. A. G. of District No. 8,
makes a strong plea for permanent camping grounds, for
these obvious reasons :  “(«.) The advantage and conveni-
ence of the Force ave secured. (4.) There is ultimate sav-
ing of expense to the Department and to private individuals;
the amount expended from year to year is for permanent,
not temporary, improvemeut of grounds and rifle ranges.
(¢) The fixed camping ground for “the District becomes more
and more suitable and attractive as time goes on and as
improvements are made. As on a lauge scale, as in the
case of Aldershot for the Force of England, or the Curragh
for that of Treland.”  Pavticular attention is paid to the
subject of target practice, as follows: **'The issue of am-
munition to corps not ordered for paid drill, under regula-
tions published in General Orders 31st July last, is undoubt-
edly a step in the right direction, and is a privilege that
will be more and more appreciated as time goes on, if the
necessity of biennial drill still unfortan: ttely exists. 1
earnestly hope that this step will be followed by another
equally important, viz: the granting of money prizes to the
best shots of battalions and regiments as well as of troops,
batteries and cowpanies dmmu the prescribed course of
target practice. The money thus granted (not necessarily
large amount) would Le well c.\pende«l, for it would ensure
that, which cannot be too often reverted to as u pressing
want, viz: more eflicient training in the use of the rifle
individually and collectively in corps, wherve drill and dis-
cipline, preliminary training and practice, should go on side
by side. Thus, and thus only will the Active Force of
Canada, as a whole, hecome skilled in the use of the weapon
with which armed.” Col. Maunsell again divects attention
to that @l important suggestion and reconmendation of the
late Lientenant-Geneval in command as to some arvangement
as regards retivements and pensions for oflicers of the staff
of the Force, which e earnestly hopes may be acted upon.
A noticeable feature of the report upon this district is the
wholesome friendly eriticism of the several corps—the weak
points as well as the strong ones being commented upon.

In the report of the camp for No. 9 District the
Muketry Instructer, Lt.-Col. Jas. D. Trving, says: “ A
new and good feature of this year's practice was the giving
on tie part of the Company Oflicers of the 69th Battalion
of a few prizes for competition amongst their men,  The
effect was decidedly good, as was shown by the increased
interest taken by the men in the shootmg. It is to be
hoped that the annual grants now given by the Government
for the encouragement of vifle practice may be enlarged so
as to allow competitive practice for prizes being carried ont
—by noun-commissioned officers and men only—at the an-
nual camps, and by that means reach w class who derive no
encouragement from the present grants. T feel assured it
would much increase the slmotmo qualitics of the militia.
The company officers attend at the ranges with their com-
panies, and gave every attention amd assistance in carrying
out the ]nactlco.

Lt.- Col. H. V. Villiers, of No. 10 District, makes a plea
for a camp for Manitoba. He says: “The diflerent corps
in this District have never yet been brought together in
camp for training, and have no opportunity For that friend-
Iy vivalry with other companies which is allowed to.the
otker Districts, or the advantages of training in  cawmps
under the superintendence of the oflicer commanding the



