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THE ADVENT SEASON.

A Perlod ot Preparation for the Better
Celebration of Christmas.

Tle liturgical year in the Catholic
Church commenoes with the first Sun-
- day of Advent, the latter word being the
name given to that period of the year
which olozes the coming of Cbristmas.

The Adv.nt season, which is a time set
spart by the Church wherein the faith-
ful are exhorted to prepare themselves
duly for the better observance of the
fesst of the Nativity, begins apnually on
that Sunday that falls nearest to St. An-
drew's day, November £0; and that
Bunday may ccme as early as Nov. 27,
or ag late as December 30,

Formerly, the Adventide, like the
Lenten Season, consisted of for y days,
and it was obeerved, morecver, aa rigor-
ously as the penitential period; but
since the ninth century its duration for
the general budy of the faithful bas been
limited to four weeks ; slthcugh an Ad-
vent of forty days, with all the original
severities of the reason, is yet observed
by sunie of the meet austers of the reli
gious crders, For the people at large,
thaough, with the lessening of tho length
of Advent, there was rlso granied & miti-
gation of the otseivances which atéanded
it of old ; and in the middle of the four-
teenth century Pope Urban V. dispensed
the Jaity from the sbetinence that, up
to that time, was daily required of them.

The date of the institution of Advent
is generaily placed in the early part of
the fourtu century. Then the name
which it now bears was given to Christ-
mss and the Chureh, anxicus to secure
the best possibie observance of that

- great festival, prefaced it with a period
of forly days, upon which ehe bestowed
the appeliation of Advent, The season
is found mentioned in the writings of St.
Perpetuus, the eighth bishop of Tours,
which Ses he presided over from 461 to
491; and his xaference to it—he orderec
that duripg Advent an additional fast
day shoul!d be observed every week from
St. Martin’s day until Christmas—shows

- that the season had been ivstituted be-
fore his time. The Courcil nof Macon,
which was held in the year 581, during
the Pontificate of St, Pelaguis 11, ordered
that in France all Mondays, Wednes
days and Fridays of Advent should be
considered fasts of obligation. In  the
Greek Church, as was illustrated by the
marrisge this we:k of the new Czar—
morringes being forbidden by that
chuzch in Advernt—the season differs in
duraticn from the Catholic Adveut;
and in the Protestant churches in Ger
many many of the Catholic rulea regard-
iny the manner of keepitg Advent are
atill in force. On the part of some of the
Protestant denominations in this coun-
try there has also been shown of late

- years a dispusition to copy the Cathiolic
way of keeping Advent : and the Ritual-
juts nowadays have their specirl services
for the scasor, while their preachers aim
ot adepting to ity apiiit the sermons they
deliver durivg its continuance, thus re-
turning tu a practice tbat has always
prevajled with the Cutholic priesthood.

After it had iuvstituted the Advent
sergop, the Church prcscribed especial
offices for its days ; and the Sacrament-
ary of 8t. Gregory the Great, that illue-
trious Pope who ccoupied St. Peter’s
chair in the latter part of the sixth cen-
sury, are found Masses and cflices proper
for the five Sundays which, at that
period, wwre comprised in the Feason.
The present cffices, covering only four
Sundays, were fized in tbe ninth cen-
tury, when, as slready stated, the length
of Advent was lessened. The more not-
able featurcs-of the Adveub Muss are
the violet vestments worn by the p:i st,
the ¢mission of the Gloria and the sub-
stitution of the Benedicamus Domino for
the Ite Missa Kst, in disnuiesing the cox-
gregation, The antiphon of the office
dunng Advent in bonor of the Blessed
Virgin is the Alma Redemploris Mater,
wherein the materniiy of Mary is hGnor-
ed and her interceesion zs the Mother of
G.d invoked. This hymn dates from the
eleventh century, and its auther was the
Bleased Hermann, who was educated at
the celebrated Swiss Monastery of St.

4(:}[.9.11, and who died in 1054 at the age of

In many of the older Catholic coun-
tries, in the churches of all the principal
cities, special courses of Advent Sermons
are anpuslly delivered by the mcst elo-
quent preachers whose seivicea can be
gecured. The Advent sermons in Notre
Dame, in Paris, and those at the Church

of San Andres delle Valle, in Rome, are
famous throughout the worid ; and to
be asked to preached therein is ore of
the highest honors that can be bestowed
upon an ecclesiagtic. Among the most
noted European Advent preachers whose
fame has reached this country, are the
Dominican Fathers Didon aud Mon
sabre, Mgr. d’'Hulst and, in his day
Father “ Tom * Burke, whose svlendid
eloquence was often beard in the Eernal
City. Mgr, Keane and other American
divines have also preached in Rome dar-
ing the Advent fesson. The lete Mgr.
Preston, of New York, during his pastor-
ate at St. Ann’s Church in that city,
always msde it a point to preach a
course of Advent sermors. Nowadays
the custom is quite common, and the
gospels, furthermore, of the Advent Sun-
days furnish the preacher always with
appropriate themes for the feison.—
Catholic Columbian,

WHAT OUR MISSIONARIES ARE
DOING IN EVERY LAND.

A BRAVE YOUKRG PRIERST,

Rev. Father Jamond, a young Marist
Father, was sent as a missionary to Kan-
daboo, one of the Feejee Islanda. He
was told plainly of the poverty of thie
misaion ; that he would Lave but a poor
thatched cabin for & charch; that he
would bave neither plantations nor
means of living, save what the charily
of bis converts could spare him.

The valiant Father did not allow him-
self to be daunted by fear of the want of
g0 many thing+ that we look upon as the
necessaries of life. He thought only of
the souls to be saved, and he went. For
wore than two years he has lived in thie
cabin, into which the wind and the raio
penetrated on every side, and in which
he had not even a chair. Indifferent to
2]l the comforts of lifs, he oply remem-
bered that if he abandoned them the
poor natives would die without a priest,
and he remained.

Mgr, Vidal, vicar apostolic of the
Fedj2a Islands, who visited the Island of
Iandaboo, writes as follows of the mia
gions at that ieland :—

“ Father Jamond’s poor hutl was built
upon ground not belonging to the mis-
sion, and is of a poverty worthy of that
of the Divine Master who had not wheie
on to lay his head, We have been sble
to buy a little correr of ground, and we
have at last decided on building s wooden
house for our missionary. It was with
the two-fuld intention of inspecting this
little property, and of planning the bouae,
that I went to Kazndaboo, where I also
had to administer Corfirmation to thirty
converts.

 We left Suva and embsrked on the
Saint Andrew, Fathers Rounillac and Ter-
rien being with me, the latter baving
only arrived at Feejee the previous day.
Our voyage lssted two days and two
nights, owing to contrary winds. At
last we arrived at Kandaboo towards the
middle of the night, but this did not
prevent our good couverts hurryiag to
ring all the bells, and then coming down
to s wait us on the shore, bearing torches
of dried cocoanut leaves, by the light of
which they conducted us to the ciinreh,
singing their sweetest canticles. QOn
account of the latencss of the hour we
put cff all ceremonials until morring rod
went to snatoh a short rest, hut not witi:-
out baving shaken hands with cur c¢un-
verts and blessed them all.

“ During the following days, I admin-
istzred the sacrament of Confirmation to
all who had been prepared, and baptized
three newly converted adults.

* Wa bad also to receive the presents
of our converts and to attend the gamee
and dancea which they performed in our
honor, aftex w.oich we went to inspec:
our newly acquired estate and to fix
upon & site for the houss and chapel.
Having ex m u-d all and calenluted the
cost, I said tu cur good missjonary :
¢+ Rather, it will cost £160 to buiid the
chapel, and nearly as much to build your
house. But £320 for this year, tricd as
wo have been by famine, ig too heavy a
cherge for the mission; it would be 1m-
poesible to meet it. And yet 1 do not
like to leave yon another year in this
wretched cabin, where everyihiug, books,
clothes, ard even the altsr linen, is rot-
ting.’ 3
s+ Moneeigneur,’ anawered the mis-
sionary, ‘let us think of the good Gud
above ali; I can have patience yet
awhile; I should be ashamed (o0 have &
wooden houee for myself, whiie the good
God had but a poor oabin of reeds.’

* Being absolutely without money, I

could but admire and yield, but what xe-

grots did I not carry away in my heart
when, after such an act of lofty and dis-
interested faith, { cast, on leaving, &
last glance a¢ that poor damp hnt, where
everything .was mouldering! G d will
not, I hope, allow the health of hix
apoatle to suffer too severely.’ ’— Sacred
Heart Review.

THE [FAMAGULATE CONGEPTION.

Celebration in Differert.City Churches
on Last 3aturday.

AT THE CATHEDRAL,

Mg. Fabre officiated at Pontifical'High
Mass at the Cathedral, assisted by Vicsx
General Bourgeanlt, agsisiant priest ; the
deacons of houor were Canons Leblaue
and Vaillant; the deacone of cffice,
Canons Archambaalt and Martin. Mr.
Pelleticr was the crganist, snl Mr. Con-
ture the maitre de chapelle. The Mass
was & musical one, with full choir and
orchestral secompsniment. The ceromo-
nies were very inapressive.

AT NOTRE DAME.

The music at Notre Dame Church was
equal to former occasions. A musical
Mugs was sung by & full choir under the
leadership of Mr. Ratean. DMr, Beique
presided at the crgan.

Rev. Mr. Larue, P. S. 8,, cfficiated. as-
sisted by dercons and sub-deacons., Rev.
Mr, Saurin, P.8.S., rreached the sermon,

AT THE GESU.

At the Church of the Gesu there was
a large congregation, and the ceremonies
were Impressive, The music wasof a
very high orler, and tae Msss was sung
in an artietic manner. Professor Alex.
Clerk led the choir, composed of fifty
voices.” Prof. D. Ducherme was organ-
iat. The Muias was that of “E Silas;”
it is pretty, and has been seldom sung
here, The soloists were:; H. C. St.
Pierre, Q.C, basso; A. Comtois, R.
Masson, A. Gosselin, tenors; A. Pin-
gopnault, baritone ; E. St. Amour, bagso.
Wagoer's “Ave Maria” was sung nt the
offertory. Rev, Father Jones. S. J., of-
ficiated, assisted by Rev. Mr, Forest and
Rev. Theophile Hudon, S.J., as deacon
and sub deacon. Rev. Father Desjar-
dius, S. J.. preached the sermon. This
evening thers will be » solemn bene-
diction, and there wili be special music.

AT 5T. PATRICK'S,

There was a grand ceremony &t St.
Patrick’s Church. The music of the
mass was preity and well rendered. The
choir was under the leadership of Prof.
Fowlar. Rev. Father McCallen, P.S.S.,
officiated, arsisted by Ruv. Father James
Cellachan, P88, and Ruv. Father Tou-
pin, P.8.S,

AT ST. ANTHONY'S.

At St. Anthouy’s Church the choir ren-
dered “ La Messe des Anges.” Therewas
& very large congregation, and the music
wag excellent. Rev., Father Guilbault
officiated, and Rev. Father Dobnelly
preached a sermon on the feast. Miss
Ierrigo was the organist, and Mr, Hen-
ault led the chair.

AT ST MARY'S,

The ceremonics at 3t Mary’ Church
woere unususliy prand. Besides the cele-
bration of the feast of the Immaculate
Conception, the cercmonies ot the
“Forey Hours’ Devoiien” were begun,
The Bleszsed Sacrament remsined ex-
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O A . WILILIE’S
{790 NOTRE DAME ST.

A lsrge assortment of Furs to be
s0ld at prices tbat defy all competi-
tion. Overcoals for gentlemen and
Mantles for ladies in Persian Lamb,
Seal, Astrakan, Wolverine, &c., &o.
Ladies’ Capes in all fashicnable Furs.
Cape=, Collars and Cuffs for Ladies -
and Gentlemen, in Otter, Beaver, &ec.

Muask Ox Slelzh Robes. Black Bear,
Rocky Mountaln Goat, &c
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New Punos from 3175 to $1000.
New Organs from $35 to $1500.
Seccndhand Pianos from $50.
fecondhand Organs from $20,

TegMs oF PAYmMENT—From $3 mouthly.
Liberal discount for cash |

-

Over 100 Instruments
in stock just now!

The largest and mcst varied assort-
ment in Canada.

One price only and the lowest,

No agents.

0Old Instruments taken in exchange.

Tuning and Repairing.

Visit and correspondence solicited.
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Norre Dame MonTREAL

posed until Monday. On account of this
there was no sermon, KRev. Father
Fahey ( (ficiated. The musical par: of
the mass war ably rendered by a full
choir, under the leadership of Mr,
Paquette. Prof. Wilson was orgsniat,
Qn Monday the ceremonies of the Forty
Hours Devction ended. A special musi-
cal maes had been prepared. The rctreat
of the ladies of the parish ended alio
Monday mornirg. Rev. Father Fabey
conducted thia retreat.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL,
To the Edilor of THE TRUE WITNESS:

SIr,—In the last iesne of your vulued
paper there is an ariicle announcing
the ccugecratinn of St. Georg +» QOathe-
drs!, Ssuthwark, iu whish iy ¢ stated
thay that (hurch is the pro-cathedral
chnr of tho Cardinal Archbishop of
Wes minster, and brs been for half a
century the Maetropolitun charch for
Eogland,

Permit me to say that the above
statemcut i8 incorract, Bt. George's
being tho c¢athedral Cburch of the
Bisbop of Soathwarz, who is & ruffra-
gan of the Archbisbop of Westminster,
and whose diocese extends over that
part of Lowdun south of the River
Thames and the country adjicent
thereto. .
The pro Cathedral of the Cirdinal
Archbishop of Westminster is Sc. Mary’s
Church, Kensington, in the West End
of Londop, and th: seuthern limit of
the archdiocise is, of ccurse, the
River Thames, ug it is the northern
limit of tha Dioceso of Southwark,
Youre troly,

Fraxcis W. CoTrER.
No. 129 Drolet atrest,
Mcon'real, 9.h Dicombir, 1894,
e i

“ Ab,” eaid the casual caller, seeing
the poet at work in an adjoining room,
“the fire of genins is burning, ¢h?”
“ No,” said the poet’s practical wife, “ I
guess it is his cigarette that smells so.”!




