
THE AVENT SEASON-
A Period of Preparation for the Better

Celebration of Christmas.

The liturgical year in the Catholi
Church commences with the first Sun.
day of Advent, the latter word being thE
name given to that period of the yeas
which closes the comiug of Christmas,
The Adv.nt season, which is a time se
spart by the Church wherein the faith
ful are exborted to prepare thenselvel
duly for the better observance of the
fesst of the Nativity, begins annually or
that Sunday that falls nearest to St. An
drew's day, November EO; and that
Sunday may ccie as early as Nov. 27
or ase late as December 30.

Formerly, the Adventide, like the
Lenten Season, consisted of for y days
and it was observed, morerover, as rigor
oualy as the penitential period; bul
since the ninth century its daration foi
the general body of the faithful has beer
limited to four weeks ; althcungh an Ad
vent of forty days, with all the origina
severities of the season, is yet observed
by asme of the meot austere of the reli
gious erders. For the people at large
though, 'with the Icesenirg of tbo length
of Advent, there was aiso granted a miti
gation of the otseivances which attendea
it of old ; and in the middle of the four
teenth century Pope Urban V. dispense
the laity from the abstinence that, ul
to that time, was daily rcquired of then

The date of the institution of Advien
is generally placed in the early part o
the fourtu century. Thon the nan
which it now bears was given to Christ
mas and the Church, anxicus to secur
the best possible observance off tha
great. festival, prefaced it with a perio
of forty days, upon which she bestowec
the appellation of Advent. The sease
il found mertioned in the writings of St
Perpetuus, the eighth biahop of Tours
which See he presided over from 461 tc
491; and his reference to it-he ordered
that during Advt-nt an additional fasi
day sheouli bo ebserved every week fromu
St. Martin's day until Christmas-showe

- that the Season had been i.stituted bc
fore bis time. The Cour.cil of Macon
which was held in the year 581, during
the Pontificate of St. Pelaguis IL ordered
that in France all Mondays, Wednes
days and Fridays of Advent should b
considered fasts of obligation. In the
Greek Church, as was illustrated by the
marriage this we' k of the new Czar-
marriages being forbidden by that
church in Advert-the season differs in
duration from the Catholie Adveut;
and in the Protestant churches in Ger-
many iany of the Catholic rules regard.
inz the manner of keeping Advent are
till in force. On the part of some of tht

Protestant denominationsl in this coun-
try thre bias also ben shown of late
years a disposition te copy the Catholie
way of keeping Advent: and the Ritual-
ists noevadays have taeir special services
for the scasor, while their preachers aim
ut ad'pting to its sphit the sermons they
deliver durinig its cuntinuance, thus re-
turning tu a praictice that has always
prevailed with the Catholic priesthood.

After it had iustituted the Advent
se<sor, the Church prcescribed especial
offices for its dîays ; and the Sacrament-
ary cf St. Gregory the Orcat, that illu-
trious Pope wbo occupied St. Peter's
chair in the latter part of the sixth-cen-
tury, are found Masses and c flices proper
for the five Sundays whicb, at that
perod, wîre compr sed in the season.
The present ciffices, coveriug only four
Sundays, were fixed in the ninuh cen-
tary, when, as already stated, the lengtb
of Adveat was lessenetd. The more not-
able featurs-of. the Advet Mass are
the violet vestients worn by the pii. st,
the <mission of the Gloria and the sub-
stitution of the Beziedicaus Domino for
the lie Alissa Est, in diëssiug the cor-
gregation. The antiphon of the office
during Advent uin Lonr of the Blessed
Virgin is the Mna Redenmptoris Mater,
wherein the materniiy of Mary is h'nor-
ed aid ber intercession es the Mother of
Gd invoked. TUis hynan dates from the
eleventh century, and its auther was the
Bik ssed Hermann, who was educated at
the celebrated Swiss Monastery of St.
Gall, and who died in 1054 at the age of
41.

In many of the older Catholic coun-
tries, in the cburches of all the principal
cities, special courses of Advent Sermons
are annually debvc red by the mcat elo-
quernt preachers whse services eau bho
secured. The Adivent sermons in Notre
Darne, in Paris, and those at the Churoh
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of San Andrea delle Valle, in Rome, are
famous througbout the world ; and to
be asked to preached therein is or:e of
the highest honore that can be bestowed
upon an ecclesiastie. Among the most
noted European Advent preachers whose
fame bas reached Lis country, are the
Dominican Fathers Didon and Mon
sabre, Mgr. d'Hulst and, in bis day
Father " Tom " Burke, whose slendid
eloquence was often beard in the Eternal
City. Mgr. Keane and other American
divines have also preached in Roume dur-
ing the Advent Eesson. The late Mgr.
Preston, of New York, during bis puater-
ate at St. Ann'as Church in that city,
always made it a point to nreach a
course cf Advent sermons. Nowaday-
the custom il quite common, and the
gospels, furthermore, of the Advent Sun
days furnish the preacher always with
appropriate themes for the reasoa.-
Catholic Colwmbian.

WHAT OUR MISSIONARIES ARE
DO]NG IN EVERY LAND.

l A BRAVE YOU1NG PRIEST.
Rev. Father Jamond, a young Maris

Father, was sent as a miesionary to Kan-
daboo, one of the Feejee Islands. BHe
was told plainly of the poverty of thir

- mission; that he would have but a poor
d thatched cabin for a charch; that he
. would have neither plantations nor
d means of living, save what the cbarity
p of bis converts could spare him.

The valiant Father di-J not allow him,
t self to be daunted by fear of the want of
f so many thing4 that we look upon as the
r necessaries of life. He thought only of

te soulB to be saved, and he went. For
e more than two years he las lived la thie
t cabin, into which the wind and the rain
d penetrated on every side, and in wbichb
d he had not even a chair. Indifferent to
n aIl the comforts of life, he only remem-
. bered that if he abandoned them the
, poor natives would die without a priest,

and he remained.
Mgr. Vidal, vicar apostolic of the

t Feajee Islands, who visited the Island of
Kandaboo, writes as follows of ti mis-
sins at that ieland:-

- "Father Jamond's poor hut was built
upon ground not belonging to the mis-
sion, and is of a poverty worthy of that
of the Divine Master wbo had not whee-
on to lay his head. We have been abke
to buy a little corner of ground, and we
have at last decided on buildings wooden
house for our missionary. It was with

Sthe two-foId intpntion of inspecLtng this
little property, and of planning the louse,
that I wenj, to Ksndaboo, where I also
had to admminster Confirmation to thirty
couverts.

"We left Suva and embarked on the
Saint Andrew, Fathers Rouillac aud Ter-
rien being with me, the latter baving
only arrived at Feejee the previous day.
Our voyage lasted two days and two
nigåts, owing to contraiy winds. At
last we arrived at Kandaboo towards he
middle of the ight, but this did not
prevent our good couverts brrying to
ring all the belle, and then coming down
to await us on the shore, bearing torches
of dried cocoanut leaves, by the light of
which tbey conductedi us to tie cLureb,
singing their sweettst canticles. On
account of the latene-ss of the hour we
put cff ail ceremonials until nborning udand
went to.snateh a short rst, l'ut not witia-
out having shaken bands with our cJn-
verts and blessed thera all.

" During the followig sdays, I admin-
istred the sacrameni of Confirmation to
all who had been prepared, and baptized
three newly converted adulte.

" We had also to receive the presents
of our couverts and to attend the gaine
and dances which they performed n nOur
honor, after w we ent to inspEc.
our newly acquired estate and to ix

pon a site for the bouse and ehapel.
Having ex mn -e eAl and calculated the
cost, I saidtu Lu.ur good missionary:

'''Father, it will cost £160 to buid the
chapel,and nearly as nuch to bid your
house. But £320 for this.year, triod as
we have been by famine, is too heavy a
charge for the mission; it would be im-
possible to meet it. And yut I do not
like to leave yon another year lu this
wretched cabîn, whereeverythiug, books,
clothes, and even the altar linen, is rot.
ting.'

"' Monseigneur,' answered the mis-
sionary, 'let us think of the good Gd
above all ; I can have patience yet
awhile; I shouId be asbamed to have a
wooden house for myself, whiie the good
God had but a poor cabin of reeds.'

" Being absolutely without money, I«
could but admire tnd yield, but what xe--

grets did I not carry away in My heart
when, after such an act of lofty and dis-
interested faith, I cast, on leaving, a
last glance at tbit poor damp but. wherp
everything -was mouldering! G d will
not, I hope, allow the bealth of hlf
spostle tosuffer too severely.'"-Sacred
lleart Reuiew.

THE IMMAGULTE ORCEPTION.
celebration ln Diffret City Churches

on Last Saturdav.

AT THE CAIHEDRAL.

Mg. Fabre officiated at PontificalfHigh
Mass at the Cathedral, assisted by Vicar
GOneral Bourgeault, assistant priest; the
deacons of houer were Canons Lebsue
and Vaillant ; t b deacons cf office,
Canons Archambalt and Martin. Mr.
Pelletirr vw> thie organist, an i Mr. (iou-
ture the mnitre d chapelle. The Masti
was a musical one, with full choir and
orchestral accompsniment. The cerono-
nies were very impressive.

AT SOTRE DAME.
The music at Notre Dame Church was

equal to former occasions. A musical
Mass was sung by a full choir under the
leadership of Mr. Rateau. Mr. Beique
preFiderd at the rgan.

prev.ir. Laie, P. S. S., ofliiated. as-
sisted by deacons and sub-deacone. Rev.
Mr, Saurin, P.S.S., preached the sermon.

AT THE GESU.

At the Church of the Gesu there was
a large congrrgstion, and the ceremonies
were imp'ressive. The nusie was of a
very high orêer, and the Mass was sung
iu an artistic manner. Professor Alex.
Clerk led the choir, composed of fifty
voices. Prof. D. Ducharme was organ-
ist. The Mass was that of "E Silas;"
it is pretty, and lias been seldom sung
here. The soloists were: H. C. St.
Pierre, Q. C., basso; A. Comtois, R.
Masson, A. Gosselin, tenorsa; A. Pin-
sonnaut, baritone; E. St. Amour, basso.
Wagner's "Ave Miria" was sung at the
offertory. Rev. Father Jones. S. J., of-
ficiated, assisted by Rev. Mr. Forest and
Rv. Theophile Hudon, S. J., as deacon
and sub deacou. Rev. Father Desjar-
dins, S. J.. preached the sermon. This
evening here wili b a solemn bene-
diction, andt ihere wili be special music,

AT ST. PATIc•S.
There was a grand ceremony at St.

P9atrick's Ohurbch. The music of the
mass was pretty and well rendered. The
choir was under th e leadership of Prof.
Fowier. Rev. Father McCallen, P.S.S.,
officiated, as!isted by Rv. Father James
CallaQhan, P.S S., and Rt:v. Father Tou-
pin, P.S.S.

AT ST ANTROXY'S.
At St. Anthouy's Curch the choir ren-

dered 'La Messe des Anges." Therewas
a very large congregation, and the music
was excellent. Rev. Father Guilbault
ofli2iated, aud Rev. Father Donnelly
prtached a sermon on the feast. Miss
letrigo -vas the organist, and Mr. lien-
ault led the choir.

AT ST MARY'S.
The ceremonics att St. Mary's Church

were unusuably grand. Besides the cele-
brtion of the fest of the Immaculate
Conception, the crniouies o the
"For y Eours' Devotion" were begun.
The Blessecd Serament remained ex-
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1790 NOTRE DAME ST.

A lange assortment of Furs te be
sold at pricea that defy all competi-
tion. Overcoats for gentlemen and
Mantles fcr ladies in Persian Lanb,
Seal, Astrakan, Wolverine, &c., &c.
La-dies'Capes in all fashionable Fure.
Ca et, Collars nd Cuffs for Ladies -
sud Gentlemen, in Otter, Beaver, &c.

MusU Or SielghI Robes. BlacE Bear,
uoeky Mountaln. Goat, &o
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Hazeiton
Mason & HamilinDominion
Newcombe
Reimers
Ennis
Pratte { lian

Vocalion
Mason & HamIin
DominîcnUrganssin

New Fanos frmIn $175 to $1000.

New Organs from $35 to $1500.
Seccndhand Pianos fron $50.

Secondhand Organs froin $20.

TEnaMS OF PAYMIENT-From $3 monthly.
Liberal discount for cash'

Over 100 Instruments
in stock jusi now!

The largest and most varied assoit-
ment in Canada.

One price only and the lowest.
No agents.
Old Instruments taken in exchange.
Tuning and Repairing.

Visit and correspondence solicited.LPO!S ATT
6 7 60
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pesed until Monday. On account of this
ther was no sermon. Rev. Father
Fahey tfliciated. The musical par if
the mass waably rendered hy a full
choir, under the leadership of Mr.
Paquette. Prof. Wilson was organist.
On Mnuday the ceremonies of the Forty
Hours Devction ended. A speciali musi-
cali mass bad been prepared. The retreat
Of the ladies of the parish ended alo
Monday mornirg. Rev. Father Fahey
conducted thin retreat.

OuRRi ESPONDENCE,

THE SOUTIWARK cATHEDRAL.
To the Edilor of THE TRUE W17NEss:

SIR,-in the last isue of your valued
paper thre is an article arouucing
the cofseratiou of St. Gu'rg " Cathe-
dra !, S)uthwark, iuvnil it h a stated
tbat that c hurch is the pro-rathtdral
cbn.> of tho Cardinal Archbishop of
We~rmniustr, and hs been for half a
century the Me ropolitai chnrch for
England.

Permit me to say that the above
statemtL is incorrect, St. George's
being the cathedral Cburch of the
Bishop cf Scouthwara, who is a i uffra-
gan cf the Archbisùop of Westmiutcr,
and whose diocese Exterds over that
part of Londun south of the River
Thiues and the c..untry adjAcent
thereto.

The pro Cathedral of the Cirdinal
Archbisho If WestWinster l Si. Mry's
Church, Kensingtot', in the Weat End
of Loudon, and thi 'souihern limit of
the archdioccse je, of ec.urse, the
River Thames, as it if tih northern
limit of the Dioceso of Sonth wark.

Yours triily,

FRANcIs W. COTTER.
No. 129 Drolet street,

Mcn real, 9.h DJccmbLr, 1894.

Ah," said the casual caller, seeing
the poo °-t wark la au arjoining room,
'the fire cf geulus it bunring, eh ?'
Ne," said the poet's practical wife, «
uaess IL ie his cigarot4o that sume]dl o.


