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| 'THE ERA OF O°CONNELL,

-'.T'hei ;yfol]bwin;g..éxcellent article ‘on ¢ The Era-of
O’Connell;* is from the pen of the Rev.. Henry Giles,
iin “Irish Presbyterian Minister, Wwho now resides in
" ilie United States, ‘Tt originally appeared in the

‘November number-of Holdem’s Magazine, which is

-printed -at'Philadelphia. . , We copy it from our talented
.coitternporary, The American Celt+— :
" “0’Conicll was a native of the County of Kerry, in
the Soutli 'of Munster. - He vas born about the sume
periodl astlie Independsnce of Amierica. He was sent
At the proper age to St..Omers, to réceive his educa-
tion, and on completing it, e returnéd to his native
«couniry. - Having gone through the ordinary legal
studies, he was czﬁlcd. to the bar in 1798, and in
1802 he married his cousii, Miss Mary 0°Connell.
* He rapidly attained to fame and practice in_his pro-
fession. His advantages were such as rarely fail of
eminence in the law. His intellect was of early
strength and maturity ; his memory was vivid and
retentive; his manner was pleasing, and his address
was eloquent. These were sustained by a solid
preparation, and graced by a noble personal appear-
ance. It-was no wonder that he went on with a sure
and rapid pace, to be the first advocate of his time.
He became an impressive speaker, and brought
uncommon talent to the side of the obnoxious party,
that'of the Catholics. He himself was a Catholic, an
ancient Irishman, and, thus, by-religion, race, and
character, opposeéd to the party—the Orange party,
then all-powerful in lreland. It was-only-in 1793,
thut the Penal Statuies-were so far ameliorated as to
sive Catholics leave even to vote at elections. The
fact; thén, of a young man attacking with shafted and
satire eloquence, a party which. had- never before
heard other words than those of slavish submission,
muist have been intolerably galling. It was, of course,
all the. more galling, that these shafted words came
from a papist—a creature, that a few years before, the
constitution did not admit io have in Ireland a civil
existence. ISven then, a papist was a creature that
an Alderman of -Dublin would scarcely consider as
worthy to:clean his. plates ;-how-insuflerable was it
then, that an upstart should beard the whole body of
civil dignitaries in the grandeur of their Metropolitan
omnipotence. "But this (’Connéll did. e denounced
them—nay, worse than.that, he laughed at them.—
A person named D’Esterre, more ardent than wise,
atade himself a champion for the Municipal worthies
—and in the duel which he provoked, he fell.—
°Connell evinced siucere regret, and made a resolu-
tion agaist duelling, to which he. was always
afterwards faithful. The man had again and- again
proveked O°Connell—and although the arm-was not
Jjustified which struck him down,.he staked his life
upon the die of vengeance, and the die was doom.

O’Connell was a man of action, and a man of
spcech. IFor both, he was eminently qualified by
nalure, by education, and by circuinsiances. His
physical coustitution, robust, healthy, hardy, enabled
him 1o undergo any amonnt of labor, and to endure
any degree of fatigue. Of this constitution he took
prudent care. Regalar in his life, temperate in his
habits, he economized Lis forees, he wasied no power,
and he brought the enormous energy of his natural
strength into the arena of professional and political
contest.  And this athletic “wobustness was but the
insfrument of inlellectual qualities, singularly in har-
mony withit. Theunion of both made him eminent-
ly a practical man—and a man of business. Of a
sound and clear understanding—vigorous rather' than
comprehensive, sagncious rather than profound, he
saw at once the available point of a measure, and un-
disturbed by abstract speculations, he seized that
point and urged it. Possessed of strong passions, he
never allowed them the ascendancy. He subjected
his passions ever to a watchful control, and while
they added vehemence to his eloquence, they never
disturbed his judgment. Opulent in fancy, it enliv-
ened his way—but it never turned him from it. It
gave raciness to his wit—pungeney to his sarcasm—
a rich glow to his humor, but’it did not encumber his
argument with adorning; it did not coneeal the posi-
tion he would establisl, either by a mist or a halo; it
never betrayed him into sentimentality, or idealisim ;
it never overlaid that energetic common sense, which
formed the texture of his mental constitution. The
truth is, that O’Connell never appeared to less advan-
lage, than wheu he laid aside this tone of his mind.
Sentimentality did not become lim. He was not
graceful in the dalliance of fine speech. He was too
ﬁenvy to wander in the garden of the muses, and Le
was somewhat too unwieldy to cull the delicate
flowers of poesy. All that was not connected with
a direct purpose seemed foreign to him, and put on.
Ymotion he had, inlense and deep, but it was emotion
which was kindled by broad, practical conceptions.

Entliusiasm he had also—enthusiasin grand and com-
manding—entliusiasm that roshed, svared, burmed ;
yet this_enthusiasm in its ulmost impetuosity, had
nothing in its manner of theoretical willness, and, in
its boldest aspiration, it always assumed the tone of o
practical direction, Will, also, O’Connell had—&rm
and decisive ; wherever he was, or in whatever
movement he was concerned—his was the will that
prevailed, and his was the will that poverned. Hu
had; however, the talent iot to let this always appear.
Like every great mau of action, he had the at of
usiug other minds, withont seeming to compel them,
und while pretending to icave them freedom, he made
them most thoroughly obedient. But, though lLe
could thus govern with a latenl dominion, when
occasion called for i, he could alsu assume an
open commarnd.. He could front the storm ; he couid
rule the tempest; and, in the might of hiswill, Le
could make nothing of oppositien. ~Add to these qua-
lities, a versatility which enabled him 1o oversce
many concerns, and to direct them all—to watch over
many interests, and to leave none of them neglected—
a faculty of order, which, by aptitude of attention, and
constancy of attention, allowed no labor to go 1o waste
—an unconquerable perseverance, which despised
resistance, and spurned at discouragement, and great

- a5 we may csteem O’Connell o have been in words,
we shall esteem him to have been still -greater in
doings.

Having had these natural capacitics for public sta-
tion, and popular influcnce, to such ends the education
of O°Connell was not less favorable. With a “youth
fresh from the mounlains, with a mind tained in
healthful simplicity, with an imagination receiving its
first impression” from the cloud-capped mountains of
Kerry, and the billowy and boundless Atlantie, with a
memory stored from treasuries of Celtic and Milesian
legend, and from the wild acd passionate complaints

of patriotic. song and story, he was transferred to St.
Omers; 10. completé his studies. Be the complaints
against the Jesuits what they may—no man;, but one
whose bigotry. must bef deeper injury to himself thar
it can be to them, will deny their rare capacity, and
unrivalled success in the instruction of-the young.
They divined at once the special talents of a pupil;
and they traineéd him for the destiny to which these
talents pointed. They awukened dormant faculties,
aud they awakened those already active. They
brought the whole mind inlo harmonious exercise;
thiey gave every power ils due culture; and this eul-
ture was always regulated in reference to the individual
natare. Thiey did not mit boys in confused hordes,
and without regard to their abilities, their tastes, or
theirrespective purposes in life, cause them to jabber
mechanically, the same things in the same way.
Their object was, .s0 far as their office of school~
teaching went, to rear up boys into intelligent men—
prepared for. their several vocations in the world.
And this object they attained. [t could not have been
couspiracy, however extensive, or intrigue, however
acute, which, for @ leng period, made them kings of
Européan education. If through their superiority as
iustructors, they aimed at. ulterior ends—then, ques-
tionably, their aim was surely directed—for "that
superiority they did most manifestly prove. Think as
opponents will, 1 repeat, of their theories, they trained
‘men consummnately for the action and contest of the
living, practical world. G°Connellis no bad example.
From St. Omers he entered a school, the most varied
and the most complex which human society contains,
Jdor the discipline of mind, for the exercise of talent,
for the development ot energy—I mean the life of a
politician and a lawyer, His genius fitted him for the
foremost rank in the law, and to the foremost ranik his
genius quickly carried him. The law is a profession
which nut only fofces men baclk on the past, but most
actively engages them in the present; which compels
them.1o seek for changeless principles amidst obsolete
forms ; for a living spirit is a dead letter ; for wisdom,
1ot mmong a multitude of counsellors, but a multitude
of decisions; and, yet, while thus seeking, to be ever
active and busy in‘society. The law Is a profession
which, more than any other, requires un immediate
and direct knowledge of men. 1t requires an insight
iuto. whatever they would most conceal ; their dis-
guised motives; their inward sophistries of thought;
their cuuning subterluges ; their real as distinet from
their simulated opinions; their natural passions and
purposes, distinct from their contrivances and evasions.
As this is a knowledze most required by the profes-
sion, so the profession is one that most atfords it; that
-most opens the heart of man in its secret foldings, and
to study, in its nakeduess, all the intricacies of its
moral anatomy. The law is a profession which de-
mands a liberal colture, external to itself, and is, in
its own proper exercise, an unfailing discipline—
necessitaling cauntion, coolness, patience, power of
endurance, an indefatigable study of character in its
uuconscisus manifestation ; a habit of comparison and
inference ; a rapid estimate of evidence ; an instinctive
discrimination of testimony ; a mental vigilance which
averlooks no incident or circumstance of the smallest
value ; and to the direction of the whole, the command
of logical method, and the faculty of lucid exposition.
Such is the training which the eminent lawyer must
possess; and to a fitting genius, such is the training
whieh his profassion gives.

-0’Connell’s was a fitting genius, and it comprised
the utnost excellence of original talent and practieal
experience. Nor was 0’Connell’s training confined
to the law. e was disciplined for o wmore eventful
confiict, and to fight on a broaderarena. His forensic
and his political career began at the same time. He
had scarcely been called to the bar, when le entered
with all his heart and soul on the wark of agitation.—
1f, in one part of the day, e was an advocale before o
jury ; in another part of the day, he was a tribune be-
fore a multitude.

As a preparation to a correct estimate of 0°Connell,
we must consider this young advocate and tribune, as
Lie stood related to the times out of which he had been
born, and those into which he had entered.

[ wiite these remarks in a country village, -and
without books, and, therefore, I may err as to dates,
but I hope not at 2ll to do so as to facts, nor materialiy,
I trust, even as to dates. The first public speech
O’Connell made, was against the Union, and this
Union was accomplished in 1800. It was in that
year, I believe, 0°Connell’s speech was made. As
he had only then entered on the practice of hLis pro-
fession, and as he cume to his profession young, he
was merely beginning his manly life.  Not many
years previously, his religion would have debarred
him from this profession. '

In 1792, his religion wenld have rendered him inca-
pable of voling for a candidate lo Parliament. iis
boyhood must, therefore, have been very near the
harshest rigor of the penal luws. [ Lave read in old
reports of the Irish House of Commous, in which, as
Lue, 1 think, as 1792, a molion o allow Catholics 1o
inherit and purchese real estate, was as indignantly
seouted, as « molion would be in Congress o make a
native of Timbuctoo Postmaster-Generul, or as a
motion in the British Parliament would be, which
proposed a matrimonial alliance between the Prince
of Wales and a daughter of the imperial Lonse of
Faustin the first. I am net moing 1 specity those
penzt laws.  ‘They are sufliciently known 1o persons
conversaut with British history.” For the general
bearing of them, [ would simply vefer to an authority
which no intelligent reader can accuse of being radical
or revolutioniary, and that is, to Burke’s «'I'ract on the
[rish Popery Laws.” This, though an unfinished
work, is most powerlul and impressive. The writer
in dwelling on those terrific statutes, rejects from his
compusition the ornaments of fancy, the movements of
passion, and leaves the naked stalement of {acts to its
own gaunt hideousness, These statutes, as may casily
be conceived, were not only enacted without the con-
sent of the Catholic people of Ireland, but for their
migery and ruin. Burke, with great’ learning and
logic, shuws that they want every condition that con-
stitutes Jaw ;5 that they were merely barbarous and
arbitrary exercises of a savage power, The object of
them was either to annihilaie the religion of - 1he peo-
ple, or to reduce the people 1o ignominious and
perpetual secfdom. To do this effectually, they were
0 shaped as to deprive Catholics of property, of cdu-
cation, of liberty to worship, and even of tle right of
sell-defence. ' . °

Let us regard the bearing of these laws, merely upon
twvo ports—those of property and education—and we
shall see bow admirably fitted they were, if tho-
ronghly carried out, to sceure the-end at which they

aimed.

.- Consider, for instanoe, how exterminating laws can
be, in. their action’ upon property “alone. Compel
masses to be poor, and to remain poor, and most
eflectually you degrade them, and keep them degraded.
The penul laws thus acted on the  Irish Catholic.
Even after Cromwell, Catholics had yét something to
lose.. A few proprietors of large: estates were still of
the Roman Catholic. religion, and in a variety of-pur-
suits, others had acquired wealth. To reduce such to
the most sordid conditiou, and to emtail that condition
on them—the {aw must have a t\vo-ib]d‘opemtiqn._—-
First, it must {end to the utmost division of in‘hem-
ance ; and, secondly, it must prevent accumulation.—
Accordingly, Catholics were debarred from the right
of primogeniture, and this acting only in respect to
Catholics, gave immense preponderence of landc;d
wealth to T’rolesiams, who held cbstinately by it
Division and subdivision of possessions, with no means
of reprodiction or repair, would stay the divisibility of
property only at the utmost limits of indigence. The
rights of bequest and settlement were in "the same
manner interfered with. The eldest son by conform-
ing to the DProtestant Establishment, reduced his
father to less thar a tenant for life; and every settle-
ment which his father had previously made, the new
convert could immediately annul, and to that awount
he could alienate or seil forever. He could drag his
father into chancery, compel him to give on oath a
statement of his property, and put him on such allow-
ance, as the presiding magistrate would decide. Any
of the other children, by conforming, had the same
power. And they might do this at the most tender
are.  As far as the law wenl, they could, as soon as
they had words, use these words to renounce their
faith, and impoverish their parents. To renounce
faith with the first words of infancy, implies, I know,
an absurdity, but this condition of the law is not more
contradictory to the truth of things, thar the conse-
quence atfached to the condition is revolling to every
senliment of nature. If the parent, ton, sold er other-
wise settled his estate, the child could force him to
account for it.  The cowrl was cmpowered to seize a
third ot it for the child during the life of the parent;
and, on the death of the parent, dispose of the estate in
what manner it pleased, in reference o the family.—
If the child or children suspected the parent of perjury
or deception, he or they could at any time iustitule a
hew suit against him; and this could be repeated,
interval after imerval, upon any real or supposed im-
provement in its affairs,” So, if the wile of 2 Romnan
Catholic husbaad, or the husband of a Roman Catholic
wife, become a Protestant, the direct control of the
children fell to the Chancellor. Parents lost the
comfort and guardianship of their children, but had to
bear the burden of their expense. The wife turning
Protestant, became independent of her husband’s will,
for support after his death. The chancellor alone de-
terinined her part of the estate up to the one-third of
her busband’s whole clear substance. The husband
in his arrangements conld, neither by reward nor pun-
ishment, evince towards his surviving Protestant wife
a seuse of her aflection or unkindness, of her good or
evil.  Legislation having once rendered the Catholic
landless, it closed all opening to him for any new pos-
session. He could not own land in fee simple, he
could not rent land, but upon limited leases and defin-
ed pratit. Nor did the matter stop here; for as the
Catholic could, himself, have no property in land,
ueither conld he have bond or seeurity on the land of
another ; and if he dared to accept of such security, it
was at the loss of ail he lent to the profit of the in-
former. Catholies were excluded from civil freedom,
from all the professions, from mauy mechanical
trades, and from the meanest government aud munici-
palemployments. Such lnwsmust have been designed,
not only to impoverish and degrade the ouier man, but
to poison kindred affection in its very source, and
to extinguish sell~tespect in the last recesses of the
soal. )

Another means to the degradation of a people, or to
its perpetuation, is to reduce them to ignorance, and to
exclude them from knowledge. Such means werce
likewise continued. A Catholic had, of course, no
entiance into the nniversities ; nor, indeed, into any of
the great seminaries. No Catholic schools, of what-
ever order, were allowed; and it was felony even 1o
teach in a private family.  That every avenue to edu-
cation might be closed, that no crevice should remain
for o beam of knowledge, however slender, to shine
into a popish mind, a youth was not allowed to go be-
yonu the sea for instruetion, and if he dared the risk,
and was discovered, the law disinheritea him and
panished his parent. The most atrocions methods of
nquisition were devised, in order to find out the con-
neetion of the parent with the edueational exile of his
c¢hild. Tt assumed this connection upon the slightcst
procl, and loaded the parent with oppressive penaltics
Tor this last eflurt of civilisation and of mature. The
scientific, the certain, the damnable effect of these di-
abolical ennctments, the terrific suitableness of them
to their purpose, the satanic wisdom of them, consider-
ed in reference to their intention, cannot be denied or
doubted. Poverty of itself does not degradg, as mere
wealth dees uot of itsell exalt. A inau, poor in mate-
rial goods, yet conscious of his deeper life, and having
opportunity still lefl him to enrich that deeper life,
has wherewithal to support him in dignity and hope ;
to supply him also with pleasures that enable him o
bear privation of early wealth without regret, and o
look on those who possess it without envy. The lee-
lander, externally the poorest civilised man in Europe,
deprived of the benefits which a bountiful soil fur-
nishes in some countries, and of those which arts of
comfort supply in others, finds exeeeding treasure in
his Jearning and his books. For many and long
months in the year, with no light but hislamp, with
uo heat but in his stove, with hard and seanty fare in
his Tint, with ouly cold and desolation outside of it, the
peasant yet is more a sovereign than a king, Ly the
possossion of a mind studious and intelligent; and by
his delight in Jegend and in classic lore, he has an
affluence of which neither elimate nor penury can de-
prive him.  But, impoverish a man, not only in his
condlition; but in his soul ; then you vob him, not of his
accidents alone, youatlack him in his life of life. It
was 1o eflect and 1o perpetuate such moral and mental
death in the Catholic people of Ireland, that these laws
against knowledge were enacted and enforced.

This was the Past, which, in its darker elements,
was but just receding behind 0°Comnell’s youth ; and
let us now turn to the Present, on which his working
manhood entered.  The legislative union between
England and Ireland was earried. The heroes who
had fought the battle of parliamentary independence
had been beaten. Curran was broken down, and the
voice of Graltan had lost'its potency. It was seldom
heard, and when heard its tone was despondent. The

v

field was open for a new champion. That champion
appeared -in the vigor of youth, in- the strength of
poyer, in the eathusiasm of hope, in the confidence of
ultimate success, = There was much to exctite him.
Many penalties yet lay heavily, and’ many humilia-
tions pressed upon him and-the brethren of his faith.
The power of lIreland was closed in the fixed grasp of
the Orange party. The deors of the imperial parfia-
ment were compactly shut against transubstantiation;
and could only be entered by passing the Church of
England communion-table—stopping to kneel sacri-
mentaiily at it by the way. The rebellion of 1798
was scarcely quelled. The heavy swell was yer
tocking society, and the blood-red clouds had not
passed from the moral atmospherg. The desolate yet
mourned in the freshuess of a grief that would not be
comforted. Tears were yet falling from unsleeping
eyes, and the nation was bowed down in sorrow for
some of her best-loved sons. The convulsion of the
French revolution was siill agitating Europe ; and not
with the less force because al! its elements had con-
verged their power Within the persenality of one stu-
perdous mind. Many deemed Bonaparte a tyrant;
and such, perhaps, he was—Dbut he was also the type
of a changed civilisation. Old things had passed
away; a new age had commenced. Determination
took the place of fear—states arose in the strength of
the nationalities—speech became daring—literature
threw off the livery of patronage, and burst the collar
of servility—vigorous in its youthful independence, it
grew up at once to be danntless and original, It
would be remarkable if none of this came upon the
glowing heart of Ireland. Upon that warm heart
there fell a large measure of the inspiration. It came
from the Past, and it went forth in the animated soney
of Moore ; it pointed to the Future, and it burned in
the patriotic orations of O’Cennell. It was a period of
great deeds. “The cannon of Napoleon were booming
through the sky from the Danube to the Jordan:
mingled with the din of conquests were the groans of
expiring dynasties, and the crash of falling thrones.
And while a sublime though destroying power was
thus terrible on the land, a power not less sublime or
less destruetive was equally terrible on the sea. Bri-
tain was sweeping the ocean with her fleets—and the
indomitable Nelson was tiring fame with the rapid
succession of his victories, until at last she gave him
to sleep, and wrapt him in 2 bloody shroud. While
these horoes were gaining glory amidst the gloemy
majesty of death, O*Connell was also doing a grand,
but a more beneficent work. He was doing the work
of peace, and not of contest: e was trying to avert
war, and niot to promote it : he was laboring to regen-
erate the hopes of his own country, not to destroy
those of others; and he desired only such privileges
for his country as would vindieate the claims of jus-
tice, and extend the vights of mankind. A erisis had
come in the history of his country, and nature had
formed him to meet it. A man of reflection, yet of
decision’; a man of diligence, but of enthusiasm ; of
boldness, but of prudence ; ever fertile in resources ;
ever master of his faculties, the hour and the difficulty
found him at no time unprepured. His words were
daggers, and yet not libels. His actions were daring,
and yet not treasonable.  While passion burned in his
heart, caution kept watel upen his lips.  He instruet-
ed the Irish masses te exhibit strengtly, without defyiug
pewer; 1o nullify bad laws, without transgressing
them, aud to gain the fruits of conguest without the
risks of war. Within the visibly effective period of
0’Connell’s career, these statements, it will not be
‘denied, are clearly borne out by facts. Q’Counell,
like Carnot, orgamzed victory, "There was this differ-
enee, hawever, between theimn.  O?Connell’s was the
organization of opinion ; Carnot®s was the organization
of force. There was this other dilicrence between
them ; the vietories of Carnot destroyed life—the vie-
tories of O’Connell preserved it.  In 1823, 0’Connell
organized the Catholic Association, which hecame the
leading agency of a great moeral war; a war which
continued for years, aud of which he was the power
and the soul. The Catholic Association became self-
dissolved in 1825, But already it had done much of
its work ; and the act of padiament, to which in ap-
pearance it gave way, did not kill its pirit, but only
changed its form. Detuil here would be only tire-
some, and it is unnecessary. The steps by which
0’Connell led millions from helotism to cifizenship
have been too often traced, to render it otherwise than
unpleasant to count them minutely now. It is not
needed to mark the preliminary vietories gained by
kim through the people against power in the elections
of Waterford and Clare. The Catholic emancipation
aet, in 1829, crowned all these exertions.

IN WIIAT SENSE IS ENGLAND A CATHO-
LIC COUNTRY?

(From the Tablet.)

We do not remember seeing spite and malignity
exhibit themselves in a more contemptible light than
on the occasion of the present onslaught upon Catho-
lics. The Bishop of London and the 7%mes recom-
mend ferbearance and tolerance towards us, in much
the same spirit as a demagogue might beg his follow-
ers 2ot to put an obnoxicus individual under the pump.
After having resuscitated the stalest lies and ecalem-
nies, in order to lash up the Protestant mind into a
furious, persecuting spirit, they heg their readers to
be churitable. Whether the misrepresentations of
the press proceed from stupidity or malignity, it is
difficult to determine ; but it would be equally difli-
cult to {ind a more complete specimen of combined
stupidity and malignity than the leading article of the
Lemes on 'Wednesday.  After a sentence from the
Cardinal Archbishop’s Pastoral, i which Cathelic
Lngland is said to be now vestored to its orbit in tho
ccelesiastical firmament, there fellows a quotation
from a most imperfect report of Dr. Iewman’s ser-
mon at Birmingham ( which the reporter himself own-
ed that he could not understand, altribuling the defi-
citney to the Very Rev. Doctor’s l'c.i;blc articulation,
instead of his own feeble intellect), which is charac-
terised’ as a mixture of absurdity and blasphemy.
Jrom these two passages, it is concluded that we
hold. ¢ the false and contemptille notion that the peo-
ple- of England and their spiritnal guides arc falling
away [rom the pure and frec Chureh of their fore-
futhers, to relapse info the bondage of Rome” Tn-
deed, the Archbishop is talking ol Catholic, not of
Protestant Iingland. Is it to be supposed that any

man in bis right mind would-say that the Iistablished -



