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to weigh the claims they had before thought
unworthy of consideration. Qne proof of the
affect of such attention is to be seen in the faot
that bodies that were wont to denounce us as &
half-way house to Rome are assuming those
portions of our worship thatscem to them most
attractive, while in one case inmstituting iu
aldition & mode of government having the same
name as ours, but lacking the vital element of
Bistorio truth, These are the points that are
going to help us with the thinkiog men of tc-
day—the fact of our baving always worked
under the duly appointed Constituiion—how
the Constitation of the Church is the New Tes
tament—ils best inte preters those who firat
worked under it. If we can show that our
view is the same as theirs, it is a fair ground
for assuming that we are right. This is our
defersive position. Baé we have an offensive
one as well, and that is to show, as I have
before indicated, that those bodies which differ
from us traco their method of interpretation to
what is comparatively & very late date, and
what is more, that those methods were more
ihe results of the unavoidable circumstance in
which their promulgatorn were placed than a
real conviotion of their being right. You will
gao at once that this narrows the field of onr
diecussion. We deal not with essentials of faith,
but with methods of organization, and, broadly
speaklng, it is in this that the main ground of
difforences lies, aithough with the Baptists the
causo of division is mainly the interpretation
of ap article of that creed which they acoept as
well as oursalves. I eay our differences lie not
m
THE RSIANTIALS OF THE FAITH,
while Christian bodies use #s their symhol the
Apostles' Creed, there is, thank God, & ground
of union, S0 far as doctrinal questions go, you
can hear Calvanism presched in some of our
pulpits, and the broadest theology in the nomi-
nslly striotest denominations—e, ¢,the Ando-
ver School hes sprung from the Congregational
body—so when you come down to the resl
points of variance, you will find them summed
up mainly in
METHODS OF GOVERNMENT,
aod perbaps the minor point of forms of wor-
ship, and for the proof of this it is only neces-
sary to note that of the four points essential
for union laid down by the House of Bishops in
18¢6, the only one that met with dissent was
the one proclaiming tho Historic Episcopate as
tho essential form of churoh government. If
wo 80 agreo on this, all else woald follow, for
if s man acoepts the creeds unhesitatingly,then
his opinions about such points as predéstina-
tion, election, conversion aud the like remain
merely as his opinion; they cannot be made
matters of faith, for they are not, neither ever
have been, embodied in any universal creed of
ibe Universal Church. But in discussing our
differences as to church governmeLt, we must
be sure of our ground; and by going into the
origin of the great Christian bodies that sur-
round us, we oap, I think, sustain our conten-
tion that their principles are modern in origin
and were more often the result of force of
tircumstances than of innate oconviction, and
this applies also to the docirinal position of the
Baptists. To sustain this contention is to give
an adequate reason for our standing aloof from
other Christian bodies, and by so doing we shall
slso help to shoulder a part of that responsibility
that is on us to-day—when men’s mird are
turned towards us—of giving & resson for the
hope that is in ns, not as Christians, but as
Churchmen, We are not asked to defend the
creed, but to define and defend our interpreta-
tion of
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This, I repeat, can be done by contrasting
our own historical continuity with the recent
lise of the governing principles of the great
Christian bodies, Among these, three stand out
prominently,
" [To be continued.]
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“SHALL SHINGWAUK BE CLOSED?"

To the Editor of the Church Guardion :

S1a,—With tingling cheeks, with a thrill of
surprise and shame, and with a feeling of deep
sorrow, I read the Rov, E. F. Wilsoun's letter
anent the impending olosing of the Shingwauk
Home.

I am sadly afraid that there arc many people
who look upon this work merely as a * hobby"
of Mr. Wilson's : they do not at all realize that
such Divine enthusiasm has taken hold upan
him as to render him unable to restuntil hehas
done his lifa work, to which I firmly believe
God had osalled him, Sarely it is the Holy
Spirit who has borne in upon Mr, Wilson's sonl
the words ., * It is not the will of your Heavenly
Father that one of these little ones should
perish,”

Let us rally sround Mr, Wilson, and give him
our money, our sympatky and our prayers.
Let us thank God when we find inour Apostlic
Charch, Apostolic Faith and Apostolic work in
the person of such & man. I would that such
zoal and enthusiasm were contagions, and that
thousands at this time—for now is the time
~were smitten with this * Indianfovoer,” Lt
us thank God whon we fiuda msn or & woman
who, in the spirit of self.abnegation, is praying,
working, struggling and sufforing, and who,
under it all, courageously saya: * This one
thing I do.” Yes, and let us como to Mr.
Wilson's help, lest the Mastorsay to us ¢ Laas.
much a8 ye did it not to oneof the least of these
my brethren, ye did it not to Me.”

Thank God that our Church in Canada is
boginning to awake to her priviloges and
responsibilitios, Yet it is sad to lock over the
Diocesan offertories, and to see how very little
is being done {or either Home or Foreign Mis-
gionary work, Let every ocopgregation and
every Sunday echool inorease its Missionary
offerings; let uws all make systematic and
persistent efforts to swell the treasary of our
‘“ Board of Migsions,” and sweep away the
barping s:ame of the pathetic ory that Mr,
Wilsoun's utters, * The Mission Board will not
help me!”

Porhaps if Mr, Wilson's sad letter will not
arouse the Church, perbaps if my own poor
words are deemeod an intrusion, perhaps tho
following words from an appreciative editorial
in The Mail, of about three years since, will
sting us into action, God grant that they may
sond ud t0 our knees, to our pockets, to the
Harvest Field, in the Name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

The following is the excerpt:—

“Jt is very ourious that the Charch of
England, which in England contributes in a
princely manrer to Missions both at home and
abroad, should in this country give much less
in proportion to its strength than any other
Chr .stian body towsrds the epread of the Gospel
among tho heathen of this and other landa. One
is at & loss to account for this, unless indeed it
be that the Canadiap Cburch bas for so long
received of the bounty of the Church in
England that it has come to regard itself rather
as an object of charity than as & source from
which liperal gifts should come. The Church
of England hus among ite members some of the
weslthiest men in Canads, and it has a tremen-
dous membership of people who may be
described as in ocomfortable circumsiunces,
From such a source it should derive & large
revenuo for mission purposes. That it requires
sach & revenue no one can deny.”

“ An object of charityl” Stinging words,
Yet, ¢ faithful are the wounds of & friend.”
T'rue, the Church is doing more than she did a
few years ago. Yet, she is only “ playing at
Missions” 8s yet, Oh, lot every baptized
beliaver, who should, in some sense, be & mis-
gionary, heed the great Shepherd's voioce,
it Lovest thou Me? Feed my Sheep. Lovost
thou Mo? Feed my Lambs,”

1 prav that onr dear brother's heart may ba
ohesred in the work for which he has for 82 long
laboured and suffored, by thoe Church aronsing
horself aad'saying, * You shall not closs even
a part of your Homos; here aro the funds.”
A aen.

“ Q'ar all Barth's broad domwin,
Qa our Canadian shore,
Wo see Thy finger pointing plain
To each wide open door;
And if we turn our oyes away,
Lord, wilt Thou own us in that day ?

Baptiza with holy fire
Bach heart bofore Thee now |

Kindle fresh zeal and new desirs;
With life our soul’s endow ;

Then shall Thy Church arise and shine,
And Earth rejoice in power Divine."”

Yours, seto,,
, W. J. TavLon,
St, James Rectory, St. Mary’s, Sept. 26, 1890,

T0 OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

Wo are obliged again {o make an urgent
appeal to our Subsoribors to pay up arrears,
Some of them now owo for years: others only
for a year or two. Tho amount, small in each
case, reaches a sum suffisient to impede us in

our work ; and renders the service done to Lhe
Church in continuing the publioation of the
CegRon GuarDIAN, without remuneration to
the BEditor, move burdensome than it need be,
Some subscribers too, (we regvet to say) after
receiving the paper for eeveral years, now
strive by all manner of exouses to eacapo pay:
ment. Bat we must and ghall insist on
payment of arrears before any order for die-
oontinnance will be obeyed.

But more than this, may wo not ask that all
who really desire that there should be an
impartial and sound Church paper maintained,
—free from extremes and refleoting we bolieva
the true principles of The Charch as we are
agsured the Guaspian has done and dogs—will
take interest enough in it to endeavor to secaro
new subscribera; and that thoso who have basi-
ness snnouncements to make will favor ua with
their advertisements ? Were the matter morely
& personal one—ihat is were the GuasDIAN
oarried on for mers peraonal dousliv—we woald
make 110 such sppeal ag this, Amid & multitade
of other engagements—public and private—and
whilst engsged in an arduous and exacting pro-
fession, the Editor has employed time which
should have gone {o recreation and rest in
carrying on this distinctly Church work; aod
we hope that more than in the past we may
have the hearty support and influence of Clergy
and Liaity,

Many plausible attacks upon the Christian
greed are doo to the inadeqnate methods of its
professed interpreters, Fragments of doctrine
torn from their context and deprived of their
due proportions, are brandished in the eyes of
men by well meaning but ignorant apologists
as containing the sam total of the Christian
faith, with the lamentablo consequence that
evan esrnest. soekers after trath, and much
more its unearnost and merely factions adver-
sarios, mislead themselves and others into
thinking Christisnity discredited, whon in roal-
ity they have all along been criticizing it8
cericature. Sach men need rominding that
Christicnity is greater than its lsolated inter-
preters or misintorpreters in any age; that in
the course of its long history it has accumala-
ted apswers to mauny su objsction which they
in their ignorance think new ; aud thst, in the
oonfidenco of its mniversal mission und the
memory of its many viotories, it still olaima to
be sympathetio, adequate, adaptable to the pro-
blems and perplexities of each 81000881v0 &80, —
Rev, J, B. Lllingsworth,



