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where they had come from, or whether there
were any more. The truth was they did not
know. So ho was compelled to content himeolf
with what he hadecoured. Ho bado the monks
adieu and bore the fragments back with him tc
Europe. But the conviction nover left his
mind that there must be more where that came
Irom. Nine years alter, in 1853, he visited the
monastery again. Thistime ho took with him
a written request froim the Viceroy of Egypt
(cquivaîleut te a command) to the Abbot to
show to Taschendorf the precious documents.
Le was courteonsly received, but was informed
that the M88. cculd not ho found. He behlieved
the ionks were-lying, but ail the same ho had
to tur home agaîn empty-haunded. In 1859 lie
made n third attcmpt. This time ho was forti
lied wikh letters Irom the Emperor of Ruesila
and the Patriarci of the Eastern Church.
Again ho was met by the same story. The
book was lotI For three monthe ho stayed
examming the contents of the library and
always hoping to get bis hand on the coveted
book. lie suspectea, as was afterwarda proved
to b the cate, that the monks did not know
whether the book was thera or net, for the
reson that they were too ignorant to know it
if they saw it. But wearied out at hast ho gave
it up in deapair, tnd ordered lis camels and ser-
vants to btart back next morning toward,
Europe. lie was se eut up by bis fallure that
one of the good brother--a sort of scholar
ater bis fat witted fashion-asked him to sup
wiîh him iu lis own coel. After supper ho
pompoulby took rom his closet a volume and
hanaed it te Ttulhendorf saying, "1, too, am a
scholar. 1 bave found a book." Tiseendori
took it good-humoredly, and-lo it toas the
Bock I

Bt it was far more than Tischendorf had
dreamed of. Beside the Old Testament it con-
taiued the whole New Testament ! Not a
wed vas wanttng, The document was evi-
dently the Oldest kuown to bu lu existence,

Alter much persuasion the frautrnity were
induced te sihow n to be carried away as a pre.
sent to the Empoter Alexander of Russia, their
patron ad delender of the faith.

Ad sO tis volume, in a senso the original
title deed of the Churi, was brought to Europe,
and is lodged to-day in the Imperial Library at
St. Pctersburg.

TE BUIEOP OF OCEESTER O.N
VOW, POVERTY: CELIBACY.

'Wbat ia thora in vows, abstractedly con-
sidered, inconsistent with the precept or doc-

trine of Holy Scripture, or at variance with the

best interests of socicty, or in opposition te tbe

needs of human natlure, or ont cf harmony with
the ordinauces of the Church, or foreign to the

spiritual bistory of great baints, whether et Old
or New Testament times ?

' As s matter of fact, the Bible record is full

of vows of ail kinds, and instead of depreocating
or forbidding therm, it recognises, sanctions, und
rogulates them. Civil society, under the ana-

logous form cf oath, insiste on them as obliga-
tory lcr the graver aifaiî s Of life. Se far Irom
only hurting or maimiug human nature, they
are again and again found te b a prop and
bolp to its infirmities, becausu a support against
the inevitable reactios of generous emotion.
Indeed, if they were found of no value, they
would disappear. At Buptism, and Confirma
tion, and Iliy Matrimcny, and Ordination, the
Church in tht moat distinct and public maunur
possible recognîsea the importance of vowa for
lite, and rtue to admit to her greatest or-
dinance without them. The grest Apoitle of
the Gentile, St. Paut himsell, did not think it
iniconsistent, even with bis liberty in Christ
and nis freedom from the yoke of the law, to

make a vow, and te keep it. It was that vow
which sent him to bear witness at Rome.

. Here another question occurs. If Christian
people really feel that vows holp them to great
and lsting sacrifices, and that they keop the
flame of enthusiasm burning in the heart, what
right have we te interfere with their persoual
liberty, or sternly te tel them that they wisih
to bring back Romanism ? "Promise" is also
a liturgical word, and, if not thought feeble,
might be an acceptable substitute for "vow."
Sorrowfnlly we admit that in past times vows
have been shamefnlly and scandalously abused.
To anticipate and prevent Buch troubles, the
Church will claim her right of dispensation
fron them. Should a vow, thus dispensable,
seem a new thing, both te the Church and te
the personal conscience, and presently corne to
be looked at as something easily te be taken np
or laid down, just as the feelings or circum-
stances of the moment change, like an extra
garment for a cold day or a cordial te b taken
whon roquired, the difficulty, though reaI, for
a i independent and living Church like ours,
need not be fatal. It muet be faced. Those
who remember what St. Augustine thought of
vows may be encouraged. Re did net lave in
the mindle ages, nor was ho a Roman ; and
moat of us quote him when he is on our side,

As to poverty and cehbacy the Bishop
sas

'Our Lord has said, " Whosoever forsaketh rnany instances been productive cf valuable
not ait that h hathl cano t o My disciple" new compositions. The Trinity Choir Festivai,Does that still hold good ? Yen say yes, and indeed. has a raie which reqires aun original
you say well. But in case the Lord wbispers composition of each one fron the pen of' one
to a soul HIe often doe so whispr), iv a 'of the parish organists, snd as a resILt of this
sinue ,i. for a whilefr ral merions nthems have been
Gospel's" i not such a sacrifice of the highost compesed by Messrs Honry Carter, Chartes e.
and mest beautiful kind, acceptable to God and Horeley, W. B. Gilbert, ad G. F. Le Jeune Inlovely with men? Are wife and hildren and Bostou, Mr. S. B. Whitney has brouglit out
a refined home essential te a life of devotion? so new works at Ihe festivals there, which
Certainly St. Paul did not think so. Are there bave von faot, sud nu ethr places, if notbinag
not circumstances and localities in which a man clse lias beea doue> new hyan ceues bave
ean do bis work more freely and completely resuited fem those gatheringi,
without them? I not it conceivable that theru To organise the vested choir of a district into
may b plague-spots l ail great cities where it a Gud, requires considerable hard work, but
would be a base setlishness to take wife and this work is fully compensated l'or by the good
children te breathe foui air; behold corrup ting results obtaiued. The rapid and caormous in-
sights, become familiarised with horrible and crease in vested choirs is due to many causes,lcathsome language ; yet also the pîsces where but one of the most poteut of these causes i,it muet b a shame forsome mon nou te go, and that such choirs arc able to sing the truc Cathe-
whcre for a few of their midsummer years dral Service of the Churcih of Eugland, whicl
eager and brave youth might b glad to go, cannot be a'ung with good etfout by aquartet or
fbr a time, te work for their Master, surrender- volunteer chorus. And the more this stylo Of
ing much that flesh and heart deaire for His Service Music is known, the botter it is ap-
Name's sake. Wu want enthusiasm ; thon do preciated. If cvery diocese or large city had
not gratuitously chill it. Youcannot expect iti C Choir Guild with ils annaIl futival, one
enthusiasm without a little eccentricity. mon- result would ha that churcbes which had not
done the ccncutricity for the sake of the entha- vosîted choirs would soon obtain them, and
siasn; and let good sonse have a hearing, aurely it sbhould b the duty of every one who
touched with the justice and love. What pos- desiderates a revernt ud churchly musical
sible harm can ther be in a life f ce"hbcy, service, te do all in his power to hasten the
limited or life-long, il God be more glorified by day when the uncharchly acte quartet wili
it? lt is a kind of lite which multitudes bt h fever abolished-D. B. Beey ihe
saintly and devoted men every day preter snd Churcht ReviewB
maintain f'or themselves, takinag no great credit *_____________

for it. Lot us be Jrec, with vows or without
thom, in striving " by ail means to .ave some" .Hz who has learucd the scret cf s bappy
for whom Christ died. lite wil bow his hed before life's storms, but

'"The Church of England has lost time," will gladly raise it again to wolcome the re-
writes aun eminent professor. It is truc, and turning snlight. Many of the troubles mon
sho muet lose no more. Nor muet she be oither suffer are imaginary snd born of their fears ;
to timid in considering new methods, or too many of thom are triflîs unworthy te d wctl in
hasty in rejecting old ones. A plan is not ne- their own thonghts ; many more might be
cessarily bad beeause it is new, nor good b- avoidcd by are on their uwn part; anid very
cause it is old, nor te ho rojected as impractie- many contain within them the seeds of good to
able and hopeless, because in paît times, as dif- themselvts and benefit te others thaut could b
ferent as possible from our own, unwise men produced in no other way.
used it unwisely. We must not ho too mnch
scared by the ghoste of past mistakes. Prudent MANY a msn would like te begin te Chris-
Churchmen are not likely te o ager te scare tisn lie if ho culd only tarn abvut wben ne-
and irritate the public temper by a caricature body was looking. It-i the turniug over of tho
of an obsoiet emonasticism. But why ia the leaf hen everybody is readaug it- its the
great Church of Englaund to he for ever debarred right.about-face on the crowded street when
the right of resuscitating and improving math- everybody will ec the aut snd what it rua, s
ode and practices, which in wise bands might -- hat it is which makes it easier te put off ti i
b. traught with countless blering, meroely ho- to-morrow.the supreme duty which enght to be
cause, hundreds of -years ago, our fathers fonnd donc te.day.-Selected.

them spoiled and corrupted, and in a just dis-
pl eassure flung them away.'-Church Belli.

CH01R G UILDS.

(From Church Review, Nw York.)
One of the best possible means of dissemina-

ting the knowledge of Church Music and of
inculoating a love for the highest and truest
stylo in Church Music, la the formation of
Choir Guilds, either local or Diocesan. Those
already exist in many cities, but no city should
be without one. The annuat Choir Festival,
of the United Choira of Trinity Pariai, which
takes place in New York City, bas donc a
remarkable work in making known a style of
Church Music whichjwas very little practised
before this Guild-for such it really is-was
established. In Brooklynthis same good work
is being doue by the Long Island Oburch Guild,
which will hold its second annual festival in St.
Ann's Church, on Novembur 21. A Choir Guild
bas existed in New Jersey for a deoade, and one
in Vermont about the same time. Within two
or threo years pasL one bas bea orgnuisod in
Chicago, and in Massachusotts a choir festival
has been given for a numbor of yoars past.

lu addition to producing tho best composi-
tions of well.known English and Amorican
flhurch musiians thesen fes~tivalsa hatve "as in
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