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THEREFORE I WILL NOT BE NEGLIGENT TO PUT YOU ALWAYSR IN REMEMBRANCE OF THRESE THINGS, THOUGH YE KNOW THEM AND BE
ESTABLISHED IN THE PRESENT TRUTI.—2 PETER 1, 12
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NUMBER XXXVI.

Poetrp.

TRUTH.
WRITTEN AFTER SPENDING AN EVENINO WITH ALLAN CUNK-
NINGHAN.

—

Come sit thee down, and we will sing
The thinking days of old,

And days that future times shall bring
When we lie dead and cold.

We'll sing mind’s winter and its spring
In man’s progression on ;

How subject, king. and meaner thing
Must koeel to Truth alone.

We've read of man in ages past,
When reason was a child ;

His world the woods, his God the blast,
Untutored, poor, and wild.

Behold him now, in every sphere
Of intellectual skill;

*Tis Truth that onward led him there,
And onward leads him still.

The king, arrayed upon the throne,
From whom injustice flows,

How weak the hand can bring him down,
When Truth directs the blows!

The peasant, low in worldly gain,
E’en shoeless though he trod,

While Truth directs bis massive brain
He rises to a God.”

From earth and water, sun and air,
Sweet blessings on us fall ;

But where is that so bright and fair
Reigas monarch of them all?

The sun without it were a blot ;
This life a weight of care ;

The earth, but an unsightly spot,
If Truth presides not there.

Then let us look, and smile, and sing,
And think in our own way;

Our clay may rot—our souls take wing,
Truth never can decay.

*Twill live when this our world shall be
Made perfect every span;

Oh! Allan, could we that but see,

What would we wish for then?
Alexander Hume.
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SCIENCE AND CHRISTIANITY.
From the British Critic.

There is a certain class of men of science who are con-
stantly on the watch for tho merest shadow of & new phe.
nomenon, which may seem to contradict al! facts, to un.
eeitlo principles, and encourage vague anticipations of co-
ining changes. Ifa now bed of rock is brought to light,
suspicion is thrown at once upon the lst chapter of Gene-
sis. Ifan inscct is hatched by eclectricity, why may not
man huve boen hatched without any intervention of the
Creator? If shells or bones and pebbles are collected, it is
for the purpose of denying a deluge. Tho regularity of the
heavenly bodies is made to argue their oternity ; and the
development of organized bodies, to supersede the necessity
of o Providence. What, in thé mean timo, has been the
conduct of many sincere friends of religion? Have they
not shown signs of timidity, very unlike tho possessors of
an impregnable post 7 Is thero not a tendency to check and
fetter science, as o father would prohibit a child from ap.
proaching a spot where he would discover somothing, which
his futher does not wish hi to know 1 Have thero not been
attempts to snborn physical science as a roluctant wilness
to the truth ; as if men, who denied the Bible, would con.
fess to a Bridgewator Treatiro ? Do not mion grasp too ea.
gerly au the concurronce of philosophy with revelation, as
if evidence to the word of God were a thing to be tolerated
by a Christian, except as an additional condemnation for
thoso who reject it 7-Most assuredly the position which is
now occupied by the main body of the defenders of the truth
is anything but safe, | We have transferred tho foundation
of our belief from tostimony to.argument, from persons to
things, from others to ourselves, from faithto reason. Even
those who are most sttached to the Church, if asked why
they believe in its doctrines, will answer, becauso they are
true. But ask them ‘why they believe them to be true, and
of those who are able to assign a reason, not one ina hon.
dred will assign tho right one. Tho ignorant peasant will
probably come tho nearest to the answer of the Gospel. 1
was born and baptized in the Church, and the Bible tellame
tostay in tho Church, and obey its teachers ; and till I have
equal authority for believing that it is not tho Church of
Christ, as it is the Church of England, 1 intord to adhere
toit.” Now such reasoning as this will appear to this ra.
tional ago very paltry and vnsatisfactory; and yet the.logic
is as sound as the spirit is humble. And thero is nothing to
compare with it either intellectually, or morally, or r'ch.
giously, in all the elaborate defences and evidonces which
would be produced from Paley, Grotius, Sumner and Chal.
mors, and still Jess from the Bridgewater Treatises, which,
as if tho God of the Bible wore not the God of Naturo, have
studiously dropt from their pages all meation of the Gos.
pel, and confined themselves to illustrate the existence of
vague undefined power above us. We bog most otr'orfgly
to protest against any more such evidences of religion,
agninst any evidences whatever, which are to draw off inen’s
miads from the true basis of their belief. It is very tru.e
that we are to be able to givea reason for the faith that is
inus. But this is no command to give & wrong reason—
and it is a wrong reason, however true it may be in itsolf,
when wo beliove Christianity, not because the Chtfrcb has
told us, in recognition of her authority and in obedionce to
her commands es our lawful and natural superior, but be.
cause its doctrines are conformable to our own individual
reason, its laws agreeable to our own personal feelings, the
History of the Bible reconcileable with the History of He.
Todotus or Livy, its mysteries improved ropetitions of the
theories of Aristotle and Plato, its physical narrations borne

precisely what we should expect from our knowiedge and
notions of the Deity. Theso arc the reasons on which the
rexsoning portion of the religious world rest their religion
at this day. That is, cach wan by himsclf truste npiicitly
to his own view of the case; and, if by chance his view is
right, he adlicres to the Church. The Church will do
wisely and safely in looking on her rationalising children
with jealousy and distrust— at the same time, she must set
their duties bofore them. Till this be done, there can be
neither quiotness nor confidence. A man cannat rest with.
out a rosting.place distinct from himself, nor el contidenco
except in a power other and higher than his own; but
when he appoals to the truth, reasonableness, morality, and
consistency of Christianity, to any thinz but testimony over
which he exercises no control whatever, he i3, after all,
only appealing to himself, to what sccms trus and reasona.
ble, and consistent to himsclf: give him a new faet, or
change a passing feeling, and his wholo schemo is doranged

themselves who may bo meditating attacks npon the fuith

cvery heart waa boating ;—but whether they were French
or Prussians it was impossiblo to distinguish. When all at
once a voico exclaimed, * Thoy are Prossinns” ¢ Whoure
you, Sir?” said the Duko, not at ull pleased with the inter.
ruption. ¢ May it pleaso your Graco,” said an officor,
« that man is called Long-sighted Jack, he can discovor ob.
jects at a great distance.” The soldier was immodintely
called up, and declared that he could distinguish the Prus.
sians by the tips of their feathers. Now, if tho Christiun
Chucrch were in a similar situation with the English Gene.
ral at that oventful moment, unabloe to distinguish between
truth and fulsehood, wo should bo exceedingiy obliged to
any quick.sighted philosopher who could contribute the
slightost particle of assuranco to assist our beliof. But after
the Prussions had como up in sight of all the forcus, and
were recognised by them all to be Prussians by their dress,
langusge, music, and especially by their fulling on the
French and pursuing them over tho field of battle, if a man
had come up to the Duke with a profound declaration thut
he had discovered them to bo Prussians by the tips of their
feathers, we suspeet his recoption would have been the re.
verso of cordinl. We rather fancy that the poor man would
have reccived a much sharper reprimand than the Church is
in the habit of giving to the Chemist, Botanist, Analomist,
Geologist, and other Long-sighted Jacke, who, in tho heat
of the confliet, while the whole army of the Christian fuith,
comprising the hosts of eightcon conturios, is fighting with
the Bible in their hands, como up gravely with a pebblo or
a butterfly, and beg to assurc them of the truth of Christian-
ity by thoir rocognising * the tips of its feathers.”

THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA.*
No. V.

THYATIRA.

« And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write;
These things saith the Son of God, who hath his cyes like
unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; I know
thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy paticqco,
and thy works; and the Jast to be more than the first.  Not-
withstanding I havea few things against thee, because thou
sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth hersel€ a prophetess,
to teach and toseduce my servants to commit fornication, and to
eat things sacrificed unto idols. And I gave herspaceto repent
of her fornication ; and she repented not.  Beliold, I will cast
her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into
grest tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. And |
will kill her children with death; and all the Churches shall
kaow that I am He which searcheth the reins and hearts: ond
I will give unto every one of you ufm:ding to your works,
But unto you Isay, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as
have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths
of Satan, as they speak ; 1 will put upon you none other bur-
den. But that which ye have alrcady hold fast till I come.
And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end,
to him will I give power over the nations: And he shall rule
them with a rod of iron ; as the vessels of a potter shall they
be broken to shivers: cven as I received of my Father. And
I will give him the moroing star. He that hath an car, let
him hesr what the Spirit saith unto the Churches. — Hev, ii.
18-29. )

D

It has been supposed by some commentators that the
Gospel was not improbably first carried to Thyatirz} by Ly.
dia, = seller of purple, whom St. Paul met at Philippi, and
« whose heart tke Lord opened,” that she attended unto lh.o
things which wero spoken by the nposll‘c. How far this
supposition is correct, it is in vain to inqu.lre, a8 woe have no
scriptural authority for it ; but it is certain, that when t!w
epistle wns addressed to the angel of this Church, Chris.
tianity had here many consistent diaciples. ‘

The epistle opens with an address from * tho Son of
God,” whoso eyes arc declared to be like to'u. flame of ﬁr?'
and his feot liko fine brass. These cxpressions denote hin

» From the Church of England Magszin:.

out by appearances in stones and planets, its whole scheme

in a moment ; another standnrd is formed, and another class | the Saviour.  And it is worthy of remark, also, that they
of truthe, probably direct centradictions to his formor prin. fz\ro spoken of as having wado advancos in this statu of duti.
ciples, is now to bo professed. Against this vacillation ful obedicnce. ‘Their last state was better than the first,
there is but ono security, testimony and authority ; and, H' Religian wan a progressive principle in thuir souls,
the Church will consont onco moro to take its stand lere, | wero ndt only in a gracious stato, but they were growing i * Tha sacend writer of the Aots of the Apastles Suforms
nothing can shake it; sl another Church hae been estu. ! grace ;1thuy did not only possoss some kuowledgo of Chrin} us that Lydin was a tweller of purple, of the oty of ‘I'ya.
blished, and stood for 1800 years, there can bo no argument Jesus ﬂ}‘e Lord, and count a1l things but loss whaen brought : tira;* and tho diseovery of an inseription hero whish malkos
against Ckristianity, or qgsinst any part of the Church’s ety 2ogiverison therewith, but they, kept growinge in thit

+

doctrine, sufficient to counterbalance the argument which knowled
wo now havo in ite faivour. Testimony is only to be over.” that already pussvssed.
thrown by testimony ; and all other objections are tobo met so fruitful, noxious weeds were to be found. Whils the
with the simple question,— Eow can wo know what is truth langu:ge of connnendation is passoil, the tangnagoe of re.!
cxcept by testimony 7 It is raally necessary to sugzgest con. prouf is not withhichd, on avcount of some of taw professors
siderations to those timid minds which are alarmed ot the of religion being led astray by the abuminations of the * wo.
pretensions of onr modern discoverers, and to the discoverers . inan Jezcbel”

—and for those who rcjoice in every hopo of forcing science  Milner, * respecting the veference of this term, whether in.
to witness to the Church, wo muy suggest the following an. ‘ dicating a person or 4 suct,  Grotios aud Calmet underatond
ecdote :—While the Duke of Wellington was reconnoiter. ! it to signify a woman of rank and influence connscted with
ing with his glass at Waterloo with the greatest anxiety, to “the Church in ‘I'hywtira, who corrupted the fiith, and se. l
sec if ho could discover any sign of the approach of the " duced somo of its members to the practice of hoethen impn.
Prussians, a body of troops were observed in tho distance. | rities, after the example of the idolatrons quuen of lsracl (1
Every eyo and telescopo wero strained in the dircction—! Kings, xvi. 31). ‘I'ho torms was common with the carly
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omnisgience, and bis intinite power and strongth.  With
his eves he discoverath the seercts ol all heatts; with his
teet bo hath power to tread down Lis coemica.  Both ex.
pressioas deelace his divine character, and are caicnlated to
inspire us with awe and reverence towards 1 Being so mfi

nitely wise and powerful.

The first testimouy borne to the Cirristians of Thyatira
was highly honourablo 1o tivem us professed disciples vt the
Sonof' God.  Their charity, or love te their {ellew-erea.
tures, that great evidenco of a passage tfrom spiritual death
to spiriteal lifo : theie servico to the Chuech at large, aud |
to every individual member thereot’; their faith net ouly in
God’'s word and prowises, but their fidelity towards hm we
their heavenly Ruler and Master; theiv patience, or sub.
mission in all things to the Divine will; and the trials to
which they woro pecessarily oxposed on account of theis
stoadtast adhorence to the trath,——thiess were among the
works which gained for them the merited commendation of

They
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rr——contivually adding somo now attuinmoent to!

s
And yet in this gardon, 5o fiie and

|

o Phere hias been no slight diversity of opinion,” says Mr.

Christiun writers as ono of reproach.  Justinn, a patroness
of Arianism, had tha epithet bestowed profuscly upon hor,
Others, and espucially tho ancisntl counmontators, supposed ;
the * woman Jezobel’ to point out a sect of falso tonchors
who infested tho Church ; becavse, in tho Janguago of
Scripturo metaphor, it is not unconunon Lo represout n peo.
plo or party under the general designation of a woman,
Thero is a third interprotation, which supposes tho wifo of
the bishop to bo inteunded,

«The crrors,” continues Mr. Milner, ¢ taught by the por.
son or party ulluded to, were identically the same s thoso
wo have noticed in the Nicolnite heresy.  And whether it
was n porson or n purty that was rofurred to, thero can bo
no question, that, as the imapioun queen of [sraod had sought
to profunc tho puro worship of Juhovah by the admixture of
impious rites and obsorvances, thero was now a similar at.
tempt todraw the followers of the Lord Jesus from that
Gospel purity which was required of them. The punish.
ment threatened agrinst this woman and her children, tes.
tifics tho indignation of the Almighty aguinst her, It con.
tains n solemn warning to  profossors of every age, not to
have any followship with the unfruitful works of darkness,
but to seck in all things to be conformed to the imago of
the Son of God, who did nosin.

Mhore was for somo timo n doubt as to tho preciso spot on
which ‘Thyatira steod. From soveral inscsiptions, howoveor,
which have boen discovercd at Akhiessr, or Akissat, con.
tuining the anciont name, there can now b little question
but that it stood in the same situation us tho modern city,
which is at present o placo of considerablo importauce.—
v ‘I'ho Turks,” snys Me. Parsons, in 1820, * have destroyed
all remnants of tho ancient Chureh, and even the placo
whero it stood is vnknown, At presont thore aro in the
town one thousand housos for which tnxes are paid to the
govurmﬁcnt, besides two or threo hundred wrnall huts : thera
aro about throo hundred and fifty Greok houses, and twonty.
five or thirty belonging to the Armonians; the others arc
all Turkish. Thore are nino mosqnon, one Greek chureh,
four or i.ve Greok priests, and one Armenian.  The Greoks
know something of the Romaic, and the Armeniane of the
Armenian ; but the common lunguage of ali claswos js the
Parkish : the Greoks write it in Greok letters, and tho Ar.
menians in Armenien lettors.”

“The appearance of Thyatirs as we approached,” ways
Mr. Arundel, « was that of a very long lino of cyprosees,
poplars, and other iroes, amidst which apprared the minarels
of several mosques, and the roofs of a fow houses to the
right : on the Jeft n view of distant hills, the lino of which
continued over thetown; ond at the right, adjoining tho
town, was a fow hill, with two suined windmills,” . . . .

‘Pho air of Ak.hissar is peculiarly salubrious, and not loss
a0 its water, *¢ These,” Sir Paul Rycaut says, ¢ in conjunc.
tion with its trade, huvo beon ono canse why Thyatira bes
0 flourished, and been more liappy than her other desolate
and comfortless sisters.”  Tho waters still deserve the com.
mendatjon this traveller has‘bostowed upon them when bo
zepresents thom as * crystalline, cool, and sweet Lo the taste,
and light on the stomach;” but the trade has greatly de.
creased during tho last century.

Mr. Hanley thus describes the presont stato of the
Churel :—Ak.hissar ** in about four hours distant from Mer.
mare. On tho woy wo observed many colunns and antiqui.
tics, notifying sn ancient town. Mr, Arundel discovered
an inscription containing the words ¢ from Thyatira? Ak.
hissar js sitoated on a pluin, and is embosmined in cypresses
and poplara. Tho baoildings are in general mean; but the
Khan in which we are at present residing is by fac the best
which I have yet seen. Tho Greeks are said 1o occupy
three hundred houses, and the Armenians thirty, Each of

them have n church.
« Here we witnessed a fine Turkish spectecle. The new

mutselinm o Aidin areived from Constantinople. with a ruti.
aue of two hundred horse. ‘They wera all extromely woll
deessed and mounted ; their turbane m:ru whito as -su')w,
and the renowned seyamtar of Tarkey hung gracetully be.
hind theam, [ was nuch struck with the lordly air whish
they displayed. [t is well, | thought, for Burope, that such
civaliors have no discipline,

“ Wo paid a visit to the chuech of the Grooks: it is a
wretehed strueture: upon apening the deor, wa had to de.
stemd four or five steps into tho body of the brilding,  Wa
tound « priest, a nativo of' Milo, who was engaged in hoaring
the cantessions of the peopls.  On roturning to the khan,
I conversed for aw considorable tima with four ae five Grovks
oi the study of the Seripturea~— tho predictod spostaay from

s true Christianity, and tho means whieh wore furnishod for

detecting it—tho inutility of alis for’tho salvation of man
«—the nocessity of forsaking sin, &e.  Nicolas nRorwards
satup with tho samw party till midaight, roasoning with
tham on the moat important subjocts. 1 presentod tho mest
intoresting of these younyg mon with the Now Tostamont ;
and cannot but indulgo the hopo that a wveful jmpression
hax beon wmada on his mind,

mention of *tha dyars’ has beon cousidared invgottant, in
connexiva with this passago, "1 know not it othor ‘travel.
lers havo remarkad, that, even at the presont timo, Thyatira
ia Camons for dyeing.  In auswor 10 inguiries on this sub.
Jeet, b was informed, that the cloths which are dyod soarlot
hero nra considerad suporior to any others furnished by Asia
Minor; and that Laego quantitios are sent waokly to Sinyrua,
for the purposes of cutmores,”

Mr. Hartley visitad Thyatira o second time, and mukes
tho following remarky: =t Wa fordod the Hornmue consida.
rably nhove the bridgo: at this place and at this acason thoe
water iy aenrcely above tho kinees of tho horses, A socond
time T crossod the field of battlo whick was fatal to Antio.

i chus. A vory difforent army in v prosunt ravaging tho

whalo tecritory. 1 allodo to the locustn; and 1 um per.
fectly antonished at thoir multitndes : thoy sre, indved, as
n strong peoplo set in battlo urray ; thoy run like mighty
won: thoy climb tho walls like mon of wars [ actually
waw them ‘run to and fro in the city of Thyatira # they
‘ran wpou the wall; they climbod up upon tho houspe;
thoy enterod in ntthe windows liko o thiof* (Joe, ii. 5, 7,
9.) ‘This is, howavor, by no monns ono of tho most formi.
dublo nrmics of locusts which urs known in thoso countries.
Noar Thyatira we still find vory bonutiful vegotation i the
noightourhoud has u most fortilo apposrance; the white
rove is oxtramoly abundant, and sconte tho uir with a most
dolightful odour. At Thyatira wo had very dolightful in.
turcourse with tho bishop’a prosurator nnd with five priosts,
Christ crucified wns tho subjoet of our conversation; snd
Me. King addressud the childrou of o achool, forty.fivo in
numbor.  Wo also distributod many tracts, und gavo away
two now Tuestamonts ; and rogroited much that wo had not
witl us a largor supply of booke, an n groat desire for thom
wos displayed. No oune suroly will doubt the importance of
distributing useful books, aftor hoaring the following fact,
of which wo were informad by a Grook of this place. Two
missionarivs, hio said, who were doubtloss the Rov, Massrs.
Fisk and I’arsons, had vivited Thyatira fivo or six yoars
ngo, und distributod Looks ; they had prosented hun with
one, which ho had actunlly lont to noro than two hundred
persons.”

Mr. Hartloy thus spoaks with roferonce to tho important
spiritual instruction offered by the peculiar circumetances of
this Churceh, and by tho tono and tonour of tho opistlo ad.
drowsad toit,

“‘The language addressed to Thyntira s rathor difforont
from that of the other opistlos: the commendations are
scarcoly surpassed ovon in tho opistlo to Philadelphia, while
the conduct of somo wus implous and profligate ; the Church
thus oxhibited a contrast of the most oxulted pioty with the
very * dopths of Satan,' In too many -parts of Chelutandom
wo obsorvoe a similar stato of things even at this day: how
itnportant, thon, tho adwonition, * That which yo have al.
ready, hold fast tiJl I comoe !

 And this languago i not only designed for thote who
havo recontly boon brought to tho knowledge of Christian.
ity ; it is a caution very ncodful) for thoso who havo Jong
beon acquainted with its infinito valuc. F'ho most ostensible
danger to Cliristions in rather aftor a porsvversnce of some
ynars, than in thoe commoncomont of their Christian caroor.
When religion appears to have bucomo habitual, wo uro in
much grenter danger of being thrown off our guard, then
when wo have just boon awakonod to obsorve its greut im.
portance and ourown wonknoms. Let tho follower of Christ
be thereforoe especially carcful, lost bo lose his crown, after
ho has won suany victories, Lot tho joy which ho foels,
under tho conviction that ho is sapprouching noarer to the
and of alf his wishes, bo ever tempored with the reeollection
that ho is still posscwscd of a hcart which is ¢ deceitful
ahove al} things and desporately wicked,’ and that ho isntill
encompassod by u ¢ world' which *lieth in wickednees,
When tho disposition. of * fearing slwaye,’ is united to tho
churactor of watchfulness, courage, and simple dependonce
on tho Divine aid, thon will bu realised obedience to the cau.
tion, * Hold fast that which yo havo.’

*“Tho addtess to the unfuithful part of the Church at ‘FThy.
atira is at once alarming and inviting. It contains ono of
those many denuncistions of Divine angoer which place it
heyond a)l doubt, that *God will by no ioans clear the
guilty Nothing will save thom from tho indignation of
$1im who hias rovealed himeelf a3 a consuming fire to the
wicked.”

May God impart to us such ameasure of his heavenly
grace, that wo may deserve the commendation bostowed on
the faithful of Thyatira; that we may abound more and
moto in tho cultivation of every Christian virtue; that our
z0a] in the cause of God's truth may go on to burn with a



