Merﬁoir: of M. de Mz’réﬁeau.

gulated the condu of domeflic life anew ;
but Mirabeau meditated 1o attain a more
gereain and a mare glorious reputation, by
a revolution in politics, that was to unite
the celebrity of his own name, with the
freedom and the happinefs of his native
country. Convinced that every thingin
the government of France flood in peed
of reform ; poffefled of the talent to deteét
abufes, the covrage to proclaim, and, a-
bove ali, the genius to remedy them 3 ke
beheld France on the crifia of her fate,
and faw, that as the power of the mo-
narch had become enfecbled by the pre-
vailing philofophy of the times, nothing
but a bold and determined man was wants
ing w firike off the fetters from the na-
tion.

There were few queftions of importance

in which he either did not determine, or -

‘at leaft facilitate the decifion. His mind,
enlightened by fudden gleams of intelli-
gence, darted new and unexpefted light,
in-the mid@ of thofe agitations and con-

valfions with which a popular affembly is~ vel. 8vo. .
3. Confiderations an the Order of Cin-

often embarraffed and confounded ; and
while he flathed convi@®ion on the friends
of the conflitution, and rterror on irs.ene-
mies, his ideas had the peculiar advantage
of being developed by a voice (o ftrong, fo
clear, and fo (onorous, that it pervaded:
every part of the affembly. Often, in-
deed, when bhe had no time for premedita-
tion, and when no ruling ‘paffion gave c-
nergy to his eloquence, his ideas and bis-
expreffions flowed flowly ; but this pro-
ceeded folely from bis ed’lcavours to col-
-le@ his thoughts on the fubjeét ; which,
when he had-ance achieved, his eyes (eem- -
ed to flath with the fury of genius, and
his words to be im
ipfriration)
Although an enemy to abfolute power,
M. de' Mirabeau is thought to have pof-
feffed an attachment to the kingly govern-
ment : he either imagined that his coun-
trymen were too fickle, luxarions, and in-
conflant, to reguire the hardy virtues of a-
republic, or that a large fociety is beft go-
verned by the aathority -of a:limited mo-
narch.  While he was, thegsfore, fedulous-
* to prevent the power of thevereign from-
oppreffing the peaple, he yet thought it
neerflory ‘to entruft the firft - magiftrate
with as- mich energy, as would enabie
hit o »€t for, the.: profperity of the focie.

ty and the good of the people,’ With the,. derick the Great,
Jacobins, ‘who' had uniformly fupported. $va.
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friends, Mefficurs de Barnave and Lameth,
be had an open rupture, becaule he ima-
gined-that there was more of faction than
of liberty in their declamations.

His fungral was condu&ted with afplen-
dour, fuch as never had been feen from
the days of Pharamond and the very foun-
dation of ‘the monarchy. His athes re®®,
at prefent, in the fame comb with the ime-
mortal Defcartes ; and they will be foon
placed in the new church of St. Gene-
vieve, with thofe of the other grear men
to whom France has decreed public fo-
nours; fo that, while a free people offsr
up their “homage to the Divinity, they
will, at the fame time, contemplate tho
monuements of their philofophers, theirde-
giflators, and their heroes! :

The following is a corre& lift of ths
Warks of M. de Mirabean. g
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