- Peter Pindar's Charafler of an Antiquarian.

refpondéent fent me an account of an “an-
cient coin, I did not know a fyllable a-

bout it—ncither the meaning of rcverle,

exergue, or legend @ but' now, . thank
God, T'know every thirg appertaining fo
numifmata, if 1 may'be indulged "with a
Latin expreffion. Indeed the Iegends ufed

to perplex me much, inafiuch as ) expo. -

fed myfelf greatly; for 1 am not afhaned
to confe!s my ignorance, I thought that
AUG. vpen a Roman medal, meant the
roonth in which it was firack oft ; and
therefore I deemed it Auguft : and .
P. R. which I know now to be Genio
Yopuli Romani, I verily chouxcht it tu be

a coin ftruck by one Gecrge Peter Rich-

.ardfon. The figures of Romulus and Re-
mus fucking a fhe wolf, | took to be two
children milking-a cow. D. M. for Diis
Manibus, I took to be David Martin, or
Daniel Mufgrove. Thé half- word HEL.
fignifying Heliopolis, | immagined to be no
other than the houfe of Satan. JAN.
CLU. thatisto fsy, Janum clufit; } rook
to be the name of a man. LUD.S/EC,
. F. 1 verily thought ta be downright filthy,
and bluthed for the Romans : ‘but, lo, |
afterwards difcovered it to be Ludos fx-
“cularis fecit, COS. L. I thought to be
Cos Lettuces, which only mesncth Con.
ful; M. F. Mr. Ford, whkici meaneth
Marci Filius, N. C. {wouldf thou think
ity reacder?) 1 tranflated Nincompeop ;
when lo, it meaneth"Nobiliflimus Cafar,
P. . which fignifieth Pater Patrie ; |
thovght might mean -Peter Pcunce, -or
Peter” Pumkin.  R. P. 1 allo’ thought
might mean Robert Penruddock, orR:lp
_Pigwiggin, or any other name beginning
with thofe initials 5 but, lo, its'true mean.

ing I find to be Refpublica, fignifying, in-

Englith, the Republic. Thus it will ap-
pear that 1 am not'athamed to ‘confefs my
crror. . .

TRIB. POT. which only meancth
Tribunitia Poteffate, | afually imagined
meéant a Tribe of Potatoes, and that tlie
“¢oin was ftruek on account of a plentiful
year of that fruit. §, P. Q. R.] which

._meaneth only Senatus Populufque Roma-
THus, unwifely, yet funnily, did I make
out Sam Paddon, a Queer Rogue;, foraf:
- much as I was informed that the Romans
- fruck .coins on every trifling occafion,
SCIP. AS. whicli fignifieth o more than
* Scipio Africanus, 1/tead literally Skip
Afs.; but-for why, 1 could not fay ;. fuch

" was my ignorance. : '
Many were the impofitions upon - me ;

" rings for pigs nofes’were fent me for nofe
‘jewels wore' by, the  Roman Iadies; 2
"_plece’of oxycroceum, - juil madein 4 drug- .

igiTts thop, for the pitch that furrgunded
- thesbody -of ‘Julws..Cwfar; . a large

N o

brown jerdan, for a lacrymatory ; &
broken old black fugar-bafon, for adruid
urn ;.a picce of a watchman's old Janthorn
for a Roman lamp. The wig of the fa-
mous Boerhaave was alfo fent me as cu-
riofity ; the roguery of which 1 did not

. difcover till an engraving of the wig was

nearly finifhed, cofling me upwards of
thirty (hitlings ;—for, lo ! reader, this
great man never wore a wig in his life. In
my obituary too 1 made great miltakes,
from impofition ; as | gave the deaths of
many that were not dead, and others that
never exifted,  Sometimes the wickednels
of cerrefpandgnts was fuch, that | have
perpztuated the deaths of bull dogs, grey-
hounds, mafliffs, horfes, hogs, &c. in my
obituary, ‘under an idéa that they were
jeople of confequence. Indeed 1 -have

‘net fluck to the ctter of my affertion at

the head of my obituary, that declares it
to be a record of confiderable perfons ;
forafmuch as 1 have fonmetimes put a
feavenger over a member of patliament, a
pig™driver -over a bithop, a lamp lighter
ovepan alderman, and a chimney fweeper
over a duke. My .prefent anuiquarian
knowledge, graticude maketh “me ~confefy -
that [ owe it all 10 M, =y of Ln.
field, whom fome years ago was alfo an
ignorant and illiterate  gentleman, hike
myfelf, but by hard fludy, hath attdined
to his prefent perfe@ion ;- as may be feen
in our Topegraphia Britannica, which is
not, as thatarch enemy Peter Pindar hath
afferted itto be, the idle produflion of a
couple of fellows that want to make a
fortune by a biflory of cobwalls; old
chamber pots, and rufly nails. My friend
Mr.———"s zcal -for thé promotinn of
antiquarian knowledge cannot be better
proved than by his running the rifk of he-
ing well trounced, for barrowing one of
king Edward’s fingess, as he [ay expofed,

- a few years fince, in Wellminfter Abbey ;

which finger my friend, after having gent-
ly puricin his pocket, was forced ta 1c.

fund by order ot the bifhrp of Rochzfier,

‘who, vnluckily.feeing the deed, did 1o,

_the dWgrace of the feience, order him to

be fearched. Had it not been for “this
impertinent and bawk-cyed attention of .
the bithop, " of Sir Joleph Ayloffe, and of

-other angiquarians prefent at the opening

of the mondrch's caffin, foch was thé in-
trepidity of my “antiquarian fiicnd, that
he would have attemipted the head,. in-
ftead off a pitiful finger, as he bad on a
large watchman's. cuat for the purpofe.
Nor'maft Tomitthe zeal of nry friend. Sir.
. Jofeph Banks -on’ the pecafion ; who on
hearing what was going on, aad fulpe@-,

. ving thar King Edward -might have been
~ lodgwd -in- pickle, gallopped. of wish. a
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