KING CHRISTMAS!

Hurga } for old Merry King Christowns !
_ ¢ Al hail to the Jovial King! . B

In giving oid Christimas 8 welcome,

Let's lighten our bosoms and sing.
~Huzza !l for old Merry King Christinas!

There's fayv in Bis erown of green holly —
Weluve the bright berries of il ;

And be driveth away nelanclioly—
Then bail to his haliy-crown’d head!
Hurza for old Merry King Christiias !

AH hail to the fovisl King!
T giving uld Christinas a weleums,
Let's tighten our basoms and sing.

He bringes with him life’s grentest treasans,
In happiness, peace, and good will
Apd from ant bis o'erflowing seeasures,
Ouir spirits s}t brimming we'li 815
Huzza! for old Merry Ring Cliristmas
He tuilies savh foves 1o mingle
1u sung. in the danee, and wod cheer,—
Let volees in harmoay finele
Our Christmas, the King of the year!
Huzm?! for old Merry King Christnas!
Al Bail te the Jovial King !
tn giving okl Chtistas o weleams,
142 s Baehten onr bocows and sing.

No matter how huuthle the daetling,
He gladdens ench hume with a simibe:
iy

And hearrs with delight are il swell
Te greed hin in time-honenr'd stale.
Huzazs * for old Merry King Christmas?
Lot Mish reiga supreme while he's with ss—
May Chanty fuw while he's here,
There's pone like Ring Ubristmas cgu give ds—
The one Bappy tinre of the Vosr,
iz ' for 0fd Merry King Christaums |
AN hail to the jovist Kiog!
1o giving oid Christmas o weleowe,
Let's Hphten vaur bosnms and siugr.

Yot cttstoms of okd D provaitiog,
When sobles sl down with the poor
When, oy aquals, eack otier were hailing
The binth of the Lawly and Pare,
Huzz..! for old Merry King Ubristnias!
Let those wha pave plenty, e wiving
Throngheut this glind time of the year!
Huzzx t for old Merre Ring Christas?
AH hai? to the jovial King?
In givieg oil Christmas s welvvme,
: Hrhiten our bowoms nnd sieg.
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AN ADVENTURE AT CHRISTMAS.

Towards the clese of December, 1887, the
British corvette ** Sirtus,” telenging o the

squsdren for the suppressionof the Afrivan slave |

trade, Iay anchored within a few fathems of th
ceast of Uonge, Lower Guinea. 1 was the sail
ing-mmaster o and I was leaning on the bulwark
looking at the current rashing past, and think.
ing of Christmas festivities and rejoicings in
England—for this was the 2&th of December,
and consequenily the day precedivg the holy
anniversary of the Saviour's birth,  Preparations
were being duly made for the festal observanee
of Christmas Ty on boand the man-of-war; bot

{allito return at oncé to the vessel,

The warning notes of a'squall now resounding
through the woads, our leader gave orders for us
ey We en-
deavoured to obey, but =gon’ discovered we had
lost ‘our way.  Meanwhile, tha squall came
down, howling and sereaming fearfully; The
tall trees shook and roansd like thunder ; adark-
uess like that of night settled round us. Groping
about for howrs, we came in sight of the ocoan
at suuset, and finally reached the spot we Ixmlf
Teft, to findour corvette stranded, vet uninjured,
upon the beach.

She lay far over on her beam-ends, with her
vards and masts among the brunches of the
trees, The captain and bis men had ereeted
some tents-one of which was for the use of
Clana- -until he could get the vessol ol inta deep

Lin s turn, was being chased by the wmen.

un oue cenld dream of the termble adventure !

which was destined to mark it.

As b owas beaning on o the vessel's side, Mr.
Winslow, the frst Heatenant, touched me on
the arm, and direeted my attention o 3n enonn-
cus serpent dangling from the braweh of a e
not far wil.  The monster waz at least thirty
feet in length, with shining scales all over the
hody : and s it hung there, séeming 1o take a
survey of the vessel, with flat head projecting,
and tongue thrust out, it was certainly a fright-
ful object ta behold,  Just us we we's about
directing the attention of others to the unwel
come spectacle, the monster, nueoiling itslf
from the tree, disappearsd with 2 suddespesc
which gave to ite soaly body, as it darted into
the shrubbery; the appearance of a tlash of
lightning.

As It zes
destroyed.

wobable that the serpent, if not
woulil contrive, hy weans of the

vessel's projecting yards, to get aboard. the first

lieutenant sigmified his intention of seliviting

Cpermission of Captain Morril, who eompianded,

e seek the monster amd despateh it

I conld pere-ive, however, that Winslow's !
shief sonerry was for Clara Morril, the davghier ;

rathed,

of the captain, and the youuyg man’s

The eaptain had taken her aboard at Cape

Coast, where, for severl nionthe, the svouny
lady, foud of foreign travel, had been staying
with her unele, 3 functionary belonging 1o the
colonial - Guvernment, At Cope Coast, Clara
had heen a good anid among the blacks,  Men,
women, and children had loved her deeply o and
when shie departed. it had been o mournful sight
to se¢ them gathersd an the shore sebbing and
weeping as if their hearts would breuk, To Clan
the chann of the beauty spiritclle was singu-
Jarly blended with the phiysical. Her broad,
white brow, charming brown eyes, and classie

featnres ex pressod intellect, whils nothing conld

exeeed the beaaty of her figure.

$he was in the cabin when Window wmade his

request to her fatber, aml obtained the required
wrmixsion. Although terrifiel at what she
eard, shie begged her Tover not to go on the
hunt for the monster, which, with the peenliar
sensitiveness of her nature, she felt a xtrong
resentiment woull he the means of feurful in-
Jury to the young marn. )

Clara’s pleadings were unavailing. The first
Heutenant was determined to kill the serpeat,
while the captain could not think of getting
under weigh to avoid the peril, as he was carry-
ing on an important negotintion with one of the
native chiefs. .

8o Winslow, this time dissbeying the genth
orders of the young girl, went axhore with a

party - of “five, myself among the mumber, “all |

armed W the teeth,  Into the wouls we all
plutiged, searching for-the serpent, und soon
were du,-l[» in the mazes formed by the thick

- growth of trees, among which the boubali was
_seen, seeming 1o bary its lofty top in the very
elouda, e e

§ fusion, the pursuers running with @ speed whieh

i

aglow,

Leutlses. Somchow, none of these blows oo

i from their constant contact with brambles and j

P Winstow, near it with upliftel cutlass ¢ then,
bwith a strange kind of conning, it wound itself

hideons vnemy, might eusure the death of Clam, |
whoronld hurdly escape beiog struck Ty blade )
D or ballet, as she was in rmuge, ;
SNave her! wave her U measied Caprain
Muarril, “ 0L, my ehild & :
e wonld haves dashed rocklessly forwand bt |
for the strong detaining arme of the first Heu.

water, whicli b exvected toda on the following
wmorning,

Pale and trembling, Clam stoad by her father
her eves fearfully turned towands the wound,
when her lover arvived, At sight of him, she
uttered a glad cry, and halt sprang towands Lim,
when the conscionsness that many ehservers
wers present aeade her pan

We soon learned that the captain and his
party had been more fortunate than ours. They
had seen the serpent after they were stranded
but it had disappeared again befure a hand eould
be ratsesd amainst it. That night a strong gnand
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c wene frightful to behold.

» the high-tide, and were allaboand, Clam siniling
her cheeks ull

was kept uround the tnts,

Just at daylight, on that memeoratde Christmas
worning, 1 wis waked by a fearful ery, that
prerced my heart like a kaife,

Up 1 sprang, rushing from the teng, tobeliold
w sight \\hni.‘h was trulv appalling, Right ahead
of me was Clara, punued by the serpent, which,

1t sevmed that the voung girl, wuking, had
seen upan the tent the shadow of the fearful
creature, which had suddenly darted ameong the
guard 1 and, mistaking that shadow for the sor.
pent itself) she had rushed forth, enily to oon |
frout the repiile, agsinst which the men wire
leveliing Mow after blow with their hatehrts and

effeet, owing to the mpid writhing and rollingof
those sealy fohls, and, perhaps, to the alanm of |
thie startlad uand.  Scelug the monstorso near,
Clara hwl fivd towands the woods, whes, by
instinet, the erpent, mrning from the assailing
party, had ghided off in puirsait of the retreating
form,

I had hardly time to hear the hurrted explina.
tien, when a tall form boandel past me with
the speal of a thunderbolt-—the agonizesd father,
Captain Morril, ealling upon the men to save
hiis ehili

The nsunl coalnesy of the sailors seemud fo

have deserted them. Al was horry and con- |

i

i
I

i
?

t

thivk elumps of shrubbery, onily fnspeded their ]
mavemants, causing them 1o lowe more time than |
they gmined.  One peraan slons sevmed to pre !
serve his self-possession-— Winslow, . the first
lieutenant, who made hiz way forward with a
celerity which eartied him ahead of the others,
Seon we saw poor Clara ghde into an opening
—-u sort.of hollow-—in the trunk of & huge tres,
where she erouched, white and trembling, her
wild eves turned upon her hideous enemy; ap.
proaching with threatening velucity. )
Litting and arching its head - at the sswe in-
stant, the serpent turned ite Baning eves upon

i

round the tree in three seconds af titwe, almest
clostug with its sealy folds the opening acoupivd
by Clara! Then, sevmingly aware shat it had |
secursd 3t~ prey, the hidesus monster, with
dewawand hangng heald, gdared upon these e
E,rua(:hing. Appailed wevall stood, our hearts
beating thunder, our braies whitling,  There,
Dehind those sltny folds, way the terrorstricken
Clara, unable tg escape, ard profecting sutward,
the head of the serpenty as it threatening death
o hini who shoeld wlvance a steponester. What
conhl we do ? '

Toduit hateket or entlass, or t¢ fire at our

i
|
1

tenant. . i

*Yoan will die witheut benstitting vour ohild 5 |
nothing van be sdone fn that way.” !

S What shall we do, then ™ . i

The question pased from Hip to lip.  Thers |
were brave and willing hands ameuyg the men, |
but the fact that they could do nothing aligoar |
drove them mad. Clear and high above their
shricking voices rang the steellike tanes of
Winddow, stewdy, stropg, wnquavaring, * Biing
me 4 rope !

Jack to the tent wis but a fow yands; a Firge:
wits brought.. While his eampanions w re won.
dering what be intended doing, the Henvnan:
who lind thrown off his shoes, elimbed, with ane
end of the rope betwaeis bis teith, to the trupk
of an adjninmgf tree, and **latdout ™ upoen a
branch projecting about twenty feet above the
serpent,  Straddling the: T, he formed g !
howling Witeh, or wnose, in the embof the vops; |

then, quickly Towering ity dexterously threw it :

fat over the hewd of the perpent, and hauled
taut, The hiteh fiemly held the creatige, which,
now enragml, dacted up towards the lientenant,
S As it was tiest obliged to nnvoil itasf from the
trinik, “however, this. gave Window time to
“gecare sevetal tarns roand thie branely, palling

fed horribly in that faraway Afrisin forest,

¢ practised upon the public of Mentieal by the so-

with ramance, and illustrating a stifring episnds

s to v Tartar famities, wha share e prodoce squsliy,

{ Forgad b Adoirad Dol Nitain, g of the peeniintitiea

Dowitl e dily ek nearteadyedd
i

upon them until the monster’s haad was within
a few feet of him, when, fustening the  rape to
the brauch, ho descended the trauk of the trve,.

* Now, mon I'now is Your time !". he shoufed,”
as the dngey serpent writhed and twisted to ese
rape from the repe. : ) .

i d moment the men were wpon thenonster,
chopping to picces its sealy fuhds, which, fiom
the serpent’s head being seeursl, were now at
their wercy. The wavements of the -animal
tn its dving agony,
it lashed the tree again and agnin, seattering the
bark amd making the feaves Ny in every diree-
tion, while a tearful sort” of yurgling, hissing.
sound continually escaped its throat,  Clara was
soon drnwn forth frowm her dangérous position,
when, hall-faiuting, she sank apon the {msum of
her preserver,

Meanwhile, several of the nen asconding the
tree, lowered whiat remnained of the dying won-
ster to the carth, when a dozen hatchets soon
extinguished every spark of life.

Ju the afternoon we had ony vessel afloat with

upot her father's arm, while the men cheered
e gmllant Winslow in vetees thet volled ap o
the very skies. . Then, the panaining portiou of
that Christimas Day was spent, fiest in devout
thanksgiving, amd afterswands in fostivity,

A few wonths after, 1 waw Mr. Winstow tead
to the altar the beantitul Lride whom be had 5o
nobly earued, and who, bnt tur fus conmge,
self-possession, and dexterity, must have perish.

ENGLISH OPER A

Want of space, unfortunat
from expressing (reely oo sero o

v prevenis us
the npesiticn

siled Boston Opera Company . We are the o
dispensed from doing i1, as the Wlady press has
accomplishud its duty in this pespect. Bat we
ciennat let the secasion s without' informing
the publie that Mr. DeZouche’s responsibility
shoudd in justice be detachal from these jwre
formers. He was their woent andy- not thear |
{uepresarin, and his good faith was as moweh des
ceived as was ours, M, DeZouche ba fastidious
and sevire erithe and wanbl never have cogaged
these praple, 3 hie baod 1ot Geen bed, by whit he
deetmed !%u- hest nuthority, to regand thers: as far |
other than what thev prasved to be. We nndors S
steoel that b will redeenms bis pledees 1o the
Moentreal . public by swiving e bning on o
grovine onmipany ke Kelleges', amd a sterding
orchestea ltke Theadors Thouas'

R P —

THE BASTONNATLS.

We ynderstand that Belford Brothers, of To-
resto, are on the point of putting fath iy Loek
formi Tue. Basvonsars, which - find appesrod
wk a senal in these coluning, where it way s g
ceiverdwith miel aceeprauvce. Cambining history

in Canading anoals, it will denbthesy etijoy some
share of atiention. A5 2. Christinas br New
Yeir's present e volume could be pmore saited
fur Canudians thretghout the Dominion:

i R,

SCIENTIFIC.

Tur proposal to subnierge a portion of North |
Afriea by means of & eansl from 1he 0l of Yalws, tes. |
ting Ane water of e Madtiterranman sestoard ovel the
Jake prerions vt Derhd, seds, from T fate just detadled
By MM fludaire and Duggis, to be abt ooy povetioabds
but alew Hkely to turn'out & emunemtive nondertaing.

Pror. Huxiey, baving, at a Londun fecture,
the oiker night, given some stsiking tastances of the 3l
effect un patdic health of negiect of dratmgs aha-ed, tix |
the camn of the Baen of Ralisbury, that consumption
which wak more Soaal thag 0T the tyronth dlavsmes com:
bined, might be Hniniched ny muzeh ae fifty Jeur ernt, Ly
thorangh drainage of the sgimol],

Tur musk ox is une of the west emarkable
gruadrupeds tu be Tound in the Aretie rechma It I
abaont the heipht of a denr, but s oannch stsoter and age
Prars Jarger thaw i peally ia deom the great profsi. of
Trg matted wondien hialr which eoveps the foety | asd b
roneeals & Wick et of exiramely fioe wiod, - The Bead
in Jarge and brogd, did the horus, veey brodd st the b,
are alwsot tas feetin tength,

WALseT trees seelimes witain priskipicous
sige mand ot agee. An Jtdian merhitect mass tlenw faas ing
seirts at Nt Nicholad, iu Loeraine, sostogle pland of the |
werrsed Bf the walnil twenty Bve feot wols, apun which ;
the Bmperior Predoriok 1TL bud gieon a simgitious bag' )
aet. fn the Batdar Valley, wear Haloklicw, |
[ ,» stanidsa walnn) tree at loaal L0 coars oid. 0§
yieblduneafly from 80000t HELINKD puts] and adongs

Recrsoey there died  at the
Piantes an ol paregnet. aged 10 yeues

Jandin  des
broagies e

b 33 % e

caenectsd with the Hfe ofthis ramatkable tnrd wis §hia,
thias whilln v bousd the Picfory, darving the. hgtsle of
Trafatgnr. 1he oouticos thricg of the rungey hael sach
uti pfferct s W deatroy ail the avagisitivna whieh pra-
vivasly fietingitehet tLoand it Was neapabie aftersant
of uttering anythiog bt Homb' Bumbt Bowmb !
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QUK CHESS COLUMAN.

L0 Soliatinns to Probleoss eent §n by Caresapndents

—————

Al mmmnn_\mtiup@ intendad for thix department to
be gt resavd thens Editar, Ofes of CANADIAX LI
TRAVEE NEWsS, Mantren].

.

TOCORRESPONDENTS

;\l, oML Quebwe —Solution: of Prablem. Noo W1 re.
ety Carenet] U i
We Wiy fairly shme to the sonctosion thst now et
winter i wel) ant-{n, evening atitretnents nrw oaenprying,

i same wxtent the atfrntion of the old apd the young,

L There enn b e vhijection to this an leng as thepastime
Je of wpatuee to make: home Wappy ; and shoubd 3t hefn-
et s el ke il sk ek Len botsr, .

(heas {8 hocoming every Ay, tmors wnd wore, # !{-mw
recrention, and its eharpeter ix such, thal two equat jlay-
ers, Whosany have but tittle knowlodgr of (e open

fngn " aud thelr annlyases, whl
in:a friendly- contest, as two of the
protessionnts of the duy, c .
"The Chess Clabs ofthe Dominion swre b fult Playy iwod
Tonrnoys nre testing the akilt of nauteurs who are

fuend

el sd mueh plensare
mask: nesamplished

Smpatient of theddlpess of acchlental encomitors. Alrewdy
there are nonirs of Celograplic Tonrnaienta, pod v
have good nuthority for stuting that the Montreal Choas
Cluly han received w challenge, for g fight over the wires,

from the Club of Seafirth, Ootario.

There s np duniit

the chiatlengre will be gecepted, wnd the Seeratary. of the
forines elul hias Doen reqaestedd to write fur further ju-
fucmation with reforence to preliminuries which hpye
nhwaya to e well ieranged befure breginning 8 matel ot

this unture,

Tho Simforth Clab coan Lonst of some oxeel-

lent players, aud the contest canunt fail to he on futeres
ing‘ Gk,

We shnll not fail 1o give further panioniam as thay
civne 45 hand,
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