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PARISH PERSONAGES.*

BY ERASMCY OLDSTYLE, ESQUIREZ.

CHAPTER II
THE I -
e I:i 1?, x't is ' ' .
Whey er[:}:‘use a hwyl'{ until they zfre mfur:‘n:c
OF blag). . e cnmpl.exu.m of the writer be vl;.f.te
whe, e;’ ‘_ﬂ“"‘hor in his person he be f:ut orthin;
i his eyes be blue or hazel, his forebead

)y
5 , . . . .
tal] or low, his hair light or dark, and his staturs

or shopt,
sr‘:zl‘"ld with respect to anthors, of how inuch
Msequence is it that their curiosity should
Bratificd in regard to heroes.
ar;:}: (\:[11 Crammy’s mnft int'\m'ate friend, the
of oyp erk, should be s‘.'.gl‘\ted in conscquence
8y oo eglect, we beg to 1.nform al} M.mm it
Concern, that Mr. Audible was in his per-
*Judging from all the specimens which have
eecl:,’)wn from & r«?m«)te an!iquit:\', precisely
to ‘leichu;d fizure of the extraordinary {;remls
er Ouuhe belonged. He was what a.l‘l}‘hh
wh: sht to be, short and spare; his face,

said, o class of readers who re-

1€ such then is the propensity

J

0 was g very lean one, had also a very hua-

ki XDression ; his eyes were small and black;
“rehead, which had never been either high
en::ld’ was wunderfully.contracted in conse-
hig No of a deep culvert which was furrowed over
by 1 05 but which had been honestly acquirod
hi &r.d Staring at his ti me-honored Prayer-book;
:xl:‘ P"’f‘, was as black and shining as a boot

W rre :"“umt by the vivifying spplication of
Ws Jut; in fact, the question is still an open
Cle;“:s e:her the “coronal region” of the worthy
Beoq in‘(‘“d, S.upposmg l.n:; body to have befeu
Fﬁr“\lr.]ila hOrw:o‘nt:\] position, would n«ft b).' its
in Rrugg; te quuhtle.s, have been eqx.m.lly efficacious
g the ng the belligerent propensities of the cock
Piva“ei e, as a boot ‘.*.'cl.l blackened by the un-
hi"geg\“ jet above mentioned, and the (‘fuu%;t
the Pari?un the saying which had becume trite In
iy o that Mr. Audible’s head was
arigh S(;"S shoes.”  To confess tho truth, the
erle was on the whole very well con-

as

Ntg . .
i With his fizure and ‘appearance.
s .
oge true that he had two small complaints to
g (oo 2Ruinst his legs. In size they were what
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is termed bandy ; these objectionable formations
were sadly prejudicial to the set of his stockings,
and seriously interrupted the happiness of their
possessor. The two-fold blemish operated as &
daily trisl, from which Mr. Audible found relief
in the reflection that Nature (a lady of whose
intentions Parish Clerks like other people enter-
tain opi

aiuns of their own) in disqualifying him

by physical weatness for the laborious oceupation
of a private stution, had evidently “from the
first” intendod that lis spare and shrivelled pins
should Le shrouded in the mantle of parochial
office, and that in bestowing upon him a loud
and scnorous voice she had afforded ample com-
pensation for the lacl of muscle to his arms, and
of make t) his legs.

In an agewhenthe absence of learning appeared
to have been esscotial to the periormance of the
dutics of Parish Clerk—when thesc fanctionaries
appeared to have been selected more for their
comic qualities than their Christian attainments,
it is due to Mr. Audible as well as to the Rector,
by whom he was appoiuted to say, that the Clerk
of Allhallows was a much better instructed man
than most ¢f his order ;<he could do more than
read out of his own book ; he could decypher
writing as well as peruse print, and he had upon
more than one oceasion, written letters for his less
cilucated friends, as weil as for himself. .

Such then is a feeble description of the indivi-
dual, whom our readers are aware had retired
with a dejected step to encase himself in his Sun-
day clothes. An occasion like the present had
pever occarred before, and for this reason he bad
taken some pains, and bestowed sowe study upon
his apparel. Dut the only alterations he was ena-
bled to make in his attire, were the addition of
plated buckles, with wide margins, to his shoes,
and the substitution of silk stockings and a black
velvet waisteont, which hud been given to him by
the Rector, for similar aciicles of cloth and
warsted,

1lis toilet was at length complete, His lan-
tern was lishted, and with his umbrells in his
hand, and his wife’s pattens on his fegt for the

™aed spindle, and in shape they were what | streets were very muddy, he wished a good night
sContinued from page 115. '
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