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VICTORIA, TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 1802,
INSOLVENCY,

At aomeeting of the Vancouver Board of
Tra le, held last Iriday evening, the report
of the committecappeinted to consider the
proposed Insolvency Act was presented
and read, The Act, an outline of which
has appeared in a presious issue of Tug
ComMmurtIaL JoriNaL, the cammittee be-
lieved, wonld supersede our present
method of administering the estates of
insolvent. debtors. Theonly advantage, in
the opinion of the committee, that could
be gained by the propused Act, would e
the olLtainiag of his discharge by an
insolvent debtor, the intliction of pennlties
upon frandulent debtors and compulsory
assighment in cases where a deltor ve.
fused o make o voluntary assiznment.
The latter, however. is open to abase, in
fact the committee are of the vpinion that
the Act could be made to act harshly
against deserving debtors who ight e
temporarily cimbarrassed, and also that
the expense of administering estates under
this Act, especially in this Province, would
he s0 great as to leave little if anything
for the creditors,  The commitiee are
therefore of the opinion thit the new Act.
is not at ol adapted to the conditions pre-
vailing in British Columbia. This report
was adopted by the Bomd,

There are mauy points in the report to
which commercial men in this Provincee
might well take exception. It would he
inferred that our merchants and business
men gencrally ave satistied with the existe
ing condition of affairs as regards the
estates of debtors, which is really not the
case. We realize the fact that it will he
an extremely dittienlt watter for the
Dominion Government to pass au Iusolvent
Act that would be applicable to the difter-
ent provinces. In Eugland, it is quite
diffaaent. If the London Cuurt of Bank-
ruptey declares a man bankrupt, that s
conclusive; bLut in  Caunda, it is
held that the law courts of the
province of Ontario might declare a
man insolvent, and he might come to
Britishh Colummbia, and our courts here
would not necessarily ©  bound by the
adjudication. It appearsto us thatihere is
2 way out of the difticulty, however, this
i3 for the Federal Parliament to vest juris.
diction in wmatters of bankruptcy and in.
solvency in the Exchequer Court of Cannda,
and create the Supreme Court judges of
the scveral province< local judaes of the
Exchequer Court in Bankraptey, with an
appeal from their decisions tothe Supreme
Court of Canada. Iu this way, full faith
and credit would be given tothe adjudica.
tions of auy of these judges in Bankruptey

by any of the rest, and as the process of
the Exchequer Court runs throughout
Canada, the difticultics that we have
pointed out muy be obviated,

.

UNUIILIZED LANDS,

While almost in every direction new
townsites are being  *‘promoted” and
““hoomed ™ in every porsible way by the
speculative element interested in them,
lurge numbers of lots in and near these
places, which verv much resemble the now
celebrated town of DBogusburg, are held
back for u rise with the hope of bringing
them in, should the town project be suc:
cessful, as My, or Messes, So and So's addi
tion. While the-e holdings, some of them
in the city of “God knows where,” are, in
what is little shurt of au illegliimate man-
ner, kept back from what would other.
wise be their ordinary and natural devel-
opment in the interests of of ** philanthro-
pic” specnlators, @ great hubbaly ag
Qtrawa and elsewhere s being raised
against the polics of reserving such large
quantities of tertitory for the henefit of
the ludians, the original owaers of the en.
tive tarritory, shiohavd bees chowsed and
cheated out of much that belonged to
them ana are, indeed, corralled within,
for them, comparatively restricted limita,

Much has heen said both in Victorna and
at Ottawa on the suoject of the advisabile

ity, if not necessity, of removing the In.
dians frem the Songish reservation, on the
plea that they do wot properly utilize it,
and in the interest of the whites making
it ptard parcel of thecity. Now, there

i« no denying the fact that there
are nuabers  of  white people  who
have grown rich—unot on  account

of any praiseworthy enterprise on their
parts, but beeanse they munaged to get
their grip on lauds when they were worth
little or nothing, which they have in some
cases divided inta so called buitding lots,
or hold them in bulk at such prices as no
once can touch, on the strength of what
people of more enterprise than they were
erer possessed of, did to make them acces-
~ible, or to give them the other facilitios
that have mude them cligible.

The geeed of these people, it will readily
hie seen, is much more reprehensible in the
mthlic interesi than are the ignorance,
apathy and laziness which have been the
means of causing 8o little to be done by
the Indians on these reservations., And,
among the men who are clamoring for the
retnoval of the aborigines aresome of those
persons who think they see an opportunicy
of getting hold of more cheap properties,
which they will also keep unutilized until
tne actusl'demands of business and civil-
ization shall hiave materially augmented
their present monctary value. No won-
der these smine spiecntlative capitalists are
regarded by many as “smart;” but they
arc none the less unenterprising and ave,
from the point of view of general progress,
quite ay great obsiructiouists as sre the
Indians, Both have their property rights,
but if onc class of them should be legis-
lated against why 1ot the other?

It is often remarked by visitors that the
quantity of unutilized property within
A growing city like this is altogether out

Lo( proportion 1o its size, and this land has

ull the advantages and benefits of the im-
provements made &t the expenseof the
public and of more liberal-minded owners
without in any way contributing to the
cost. It would appear that there are
anong us many who from association or
otherwise bave acquired not afew of the
characteristics of the Chinaman who is so
obnoxious to many people. Tix CommEn:
ctaL Jounxal {s not now endorsing the
doctrines and theories of Heury Gearge
and those wlo think like him, but is free
to admit thut matters being as they are
there is no wonder that their ideasare in-
creasing their hold upon public attention.

S ——
CHINESE REGULATION.

It is announced from the Dominion
capital that the Government has deter-
mined to oppose Mr. Gordou's Bill to
entirely do away with return Chinese cer-
tificates, on the ground that it would be
an unwarranted breach of faith with those
already holding certificates; but, in all
probability, their duration will, in the
future, be limited to six months—a period
one would suppose 1o be sufficiently long,
for all nccessary purposes. Apropos to
this question of certificates, an impartaat
Jjudgment was, the other day, given in the
United States Circuit Court sitting iu ap-
peal at.San Francisco Lee Hoy, a native
of China, was arrested at Port Angeles, a
year ago, on his arrival from Vancouver,
B.C., on the ground that he had no cer.
tificate of indentification, and he was |
ordered remanded to China. He set up
the claim, however, that he had been a
resident of the United States for ten
years, and engaged for & part of that time
in Lusiness as a merchant, and that his
trip to Vancouver was made for the pur-
pose of visiting relatives. The district
court released him, and the cireuit court,
in sustaining that decision, held that a
Chinese merchant, domiciled in the United
States, on his return thereto after a tems.
porary abscence therefrom, is not required
to produce the certificate provided for in
the act of July 3, 1834, in the case of
Chincse first. coming into the United
States.

It is worth noting that the United States
Treasury Department hay decided not to
admit to the United States as citizens of
Great Britain Chinesc who cometo Canada
and take out their naturalization papers,
Their Chinese policy being what it is, this
action on the part of the Washington
suthoritics ie not to be wondered at. In-
dceed, it has been stated that instructions
have been given from Ottawa not to per-
wit of such naturalization, when it is
manifest that its sole object is to evade
the law which obtains on the other side
the line. In view of the early expiration
of the cxisting Chinese Exclusion Act, it
is announced that Inspector Malkey, of
Tacoma, hasarrangead to arrest all China.
men who attempt to euter the State of
Washington, should Congress fail to re-
enact that act hefore May6. Chinamenso
arrested will be held until the courts
decide whether or not the exclusion act
continues in force two years longer by
v;"tue of the amendments made to it in
1




