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T'aka diastase, beinlg a dry powder,
tasteless, and of no perceptible odor, can
'be giv en ii very smailli biulk, and for this
reason I think it will prove itself of vaile
in infant feeding, where it is desirable to
give starch-containing foods, provided said
food wouild easily dissolve, antd the infant's
saliva could be rclied upon to perform
that function. 'l'at the new diastase is
destined to becoime a favorite with tle
profession I have no doubt, having
acquainted myself with its potency in
converting starcit ii a inimjînumi of time
into a fori ready for absorption by the
system, and 1 think il will be found the
very remedy for which we have waited so
long.

The Pumice-Stone Industry of the
Lipari Islands.

So extensive arc the deposits of pumnice
in te island of L.ipari that, according to
a recent report of MIr. Norman Douglass,
the supply is practically inexhaustible.
It is said that good pumice is not so
abundantlv found as formiierly, but tiis
impression may be attributed to the fact
that customers have of tecent years be-
come more fastidious, and niot so easily
satisfied with bad stone. That washed
up by the sea is hardly ever collected
nowadays. Pnmice itseif is a trichytic
lava, rendered lighit and scoriaceous by
the escape of gases, and every. gradation
can be traced from this condition to the
hCavy viti cons maiter of similar comoposi-
lion known as obsidian. Good Iuice
contains 74 per cent. of silica, 12 lier
cent. of alumina, 3 per cent. of potash,
5 per cent. of soda, 2 per cent. of oxide
of iron, and 2 per cent. of water, lime,
etc. Most of the volcanoes of Lipari
have ejected pumaccols rocks at sote
period or other, but the best stont. of ail
is the product of one mouniain. 'Monte
Ciirica, witi ils accessory craters. Monte
Pelato and Forgia Vecchiia. hlie district
containing the deposit lies in the iorth-
east of the island, and covers an area of
about three square miles. 'l'ie mineral
is excavated in various parts of it- -in the
paiau of Castaigna, near the seashore of
Acqua Calda, and at one or two nsolated
points. To thi, end caves or burrows
are dug itito the layers of denuded lapilli
or asies that have gradually covered the
puiurîîce. h'liey occasionaly strike the
minerai near the surface; at other lunes
a thick mantle of white substance nust
first he pierced. Diggin in such circunm-
stances affords no dilliculties. These
caves are lighted ai intervals by small
terra.cotta lamps of antique form, and are
so narrow that two men cani hardly pass.
The deficiency of air is soon felt. Some-
times vhen a stratui of puiîce bas been
reached radiatiing galcries are constructed
to gain a larger supply of pumîice ont of
the soft material in which it lies imbedded.
Some caves ascend, others descend. Ih
is often a matter of speculation how soon
puimice vill be reacied, so that maiy

tunnels are abandoned, white others are
worked for long periods. Th11e output
may be large one day and almost ex.
. aisted the next, or the quality of the
stone may change. it has been observed
that certain localities produce certain
qualities ; thus some of the best pumice
cones fromi Acqua Calda anid Monte
Pelato ; an inferior quality, known as
a/kssandrina, is otitid at Castagna. l'he
number of caves actually in working has
beei estimated at 250, but tis gives 110
idea of the nuimîber of workmîîen, as soie
caves cat accomumodate only three or
four, others as many as fitteen, men. 'l'he
number of cave workmen also fluctiuates,
according to their personat requireients
and tle scason of tIe year, wchile the
numiber of those employed in the work-
shops of the merchants at Lipari and
Canneto depends upon the needs of the
latter. It has been calculated that there
are about ,ooo tîanids emptiloyed alto-
gether, 6oo of wih m are cngagel in ex-
tracting the minerai. Pumice is brought
to the surface of the earth in large blocks
or in baskets, and is carried thus citlier
direct to the village of Canneto or to tite
nearest seashore, lo be taken there in
boats. About one.fourth stbseq;uently
reaches Lipari by sea, to he nanipulated
there. It is generally stored in the sheds
of the mierchants, and uniless they are in
a lurry to dispose of their steck il is
allowed a mîonth to gel thoroughly dry .
this reduces the weight and shows off tIe
quality. Large blocks, weigig a ston[e
and upwards, are allowed to crumble,
according to their cleavage. into so.called
/siwni, and :ill the pimice is then sorted,
according to its size, into grosse, corre>nti,
and pezzame-th.at is, into large, mediumn,
and small pieces. ''ie quality is primar-
ily a iatter of texture. As puimice is
uîseful for polishing purposes in varions
trades, an essential condition is a certain
hoimogeneity of structure and freedomî
front included crystais, etc. h'lie stoie
must be ieîtlier zoo briuîle ior zoo liard,
and i is ii these respects that the L.ipari
pumllice surpasses that of other volcanic
regions. After it bas been divided, ac-
cording to its stie, the la ge stoies (grosse)
are again sorted in three superior qualties,
caled fiore, guasi fiore, and m>,rdente.

h'lese are never filed. Afier they have
been selected, the reimainder o the grosse
arc lied hy hand, in order to remove
asperities of surface, mid to test viethier
the stonc is not too friable for use. They
are thein reclassified into firsi, second, and
third pick (lancp, dn/''isoie, and neve).
I.arge pieces of inferior puinice, kno il as

are niever trimmîîed. llesides
this, there is an entirely different variety,
so.called alessandrina, wVhich is cnt vith
hatchets ir.to brick-shaped pieces, and
used for smoothing oilcloth, and a heavy
dark stone, /as/ardonre (ahways triîîmed),
as well as mnany less important varieties.
'lhe correnti - comniercially termed
" sorts "-conitain al varieties, and are
generally exported as they are; the
prezame is usually, but înot aways, groind

to a powder of more ten different degrees
of Çineness, according to the work for
which it is required. 'Tiere are betveci
twenty and thirty mnerchants engaged in
the pumtice.stonte trade in the island of
Lipari, the majority of whon live in lthe
village w Catineto and are of Italian
natiomility. 'lTe better kiids of pumlnice
are packed singly in paper and in barrels
of different sizes, made aI Lipari. Crates
are also tsed, and the pe::anc and p>ow.
der are usually expuolte'l in second.hand
Inilian grain sacks. Forierly ail lie
L.ipari stone found its way to 1,eghorn,
wiere the niercliants sorted it and paclked
it for shipitent, securing large profits.
''here is still a considetable quantity of

f6ez:aime grotnd there, as Lipari possesses
only' thrCe inilis: but the export lias been
graduaily disconitiited, and the dealers
of the island now communicate direct
with the consumers. lie work in the
a(rac/e, ior workshops of the ierchants-

filing, etc,-s mostly done by womeni,
wVho receive dadly wages of about eighty
centimes. As regards the destination of
puiice, thle French market demands the
best stonte, antd differs fromt Ite Britisit in
înot accepting filed material. lit point of
quantity imported, England probably
stanîds g'rst, thten France and Aierica,
wvith Atstria, Geimany, and Beigium fol-
lowing. Large lumps, known as testoni,
are sent to Trieste, to be grountd to pow-
der thtere. Ahnost all the a/essandrina
finds its 'way t England and the United
States. A good deal of inferior punmice
is also sent to St. Ietersburg and Odessa.
-Oils. CWon-, and Drysa//eries.

Substitute for Natural Sulphuretted
Waters.

h'lie fact that natural sutlphuretted
waters do not keep and travel well, losing
their fiee sulpluretted hydrogen, and
therefore their eflicacy, lias suggested the
expedient of utsiig a solution of mîonostul-
phide of soditui in diluited glycerin to
serve as a " concetirated " water, which,
when suitably ditted, is stated to possess
aIl the efficacy' of the natural sulphur
s pring (Rv. Inter. de Mf. el C/irurg).
't'lie foinuila of this solution is Moîno-
sulphide of sodiumîti, to parts; distilled
vater, 40 parts ; glycerin, 150 parts.
)issolve Ilte sulphide in the water with a

gentle Ieat and mix Ilte solution at once
with the glycern. ''his solution keeps
well and affcr-ls a suIphuetted water hy
mixing a teaspoonful witl about go fluid
outnces of water, previously boiled to expel
the dissolved air, and cooled. A tea-
spoonful udded to 91 fluid ounces of
syrup foris a coivenient and portable
forn, of which ialf a teaspoonful in milk
or water affords a ready imains of admnin.
istering the required dose. Obviously
this preparation is inicompatible with fiee
acids. ''hiese should be neutralized with
a little alkali before adding the stlphide
solution.-Pnaruaceutica/fourna.


