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I daresay that the majority of the drug
clerks of the province are ai tiis pren ,t
lime in an ahnost similar predicanent to
iy own about six mnonths or a )Car ago.
I was just about thien eagcrly anticipatinig
the time when i should be liberated front
the bandage of apprenticeship and could
enter upon a more lucrative and enjoy-
able course of existence, and in the not
very distant future becone what is the
aspiration of ail in any way ambitious
youths, msly own boss (although I amn
forced to admit the prospects of having
such an employer were not at all of an
enviable character). Green fields are
pleasant far away, and of the pastures of
bliss mny too vivid imagination hadl an
exceeding abundance. But there are a
few things we mortals are in a position to
learn as we advance upon life's pathway.
And my turn was yet to cone, and that
ai no far distant season.

I had never for a moment thought of
associating my apprenticeship lif? with
the inlterests of our province's College of
Pharniacy, because I was content to
leave Lad enough alone, and to tak- my
miedicine of school life as a druggist only
can (in capsules) wlen it should becorne
incumifbent upon me to attend the delib
crations of the institution of learning
which was to attempt to fit me out in the
gaib of pharnacy. But my apprentice
days coning to a fulfilient, and the next
consequent step for me being tie attend-
ing school, I attended this last falt's
junior session of our own Ontario college,
and I there learned a few tessons whichi
have been of profit to myself, and wiich

feel mîay be worth littile to my fellow
rug clerks. And so I beg indulgence of

dhen whilst I'bring to their notice the
tproduct of msy observations.

I feel strongly convinced of the cir-
cunstance that mtost of our drug clerks
never cast a thought about their connec-
lion with our college at Toronto until
they are brought into direct contact with
il by an attendance upon ils course of
tuition and training. ''ie clerks never
gel to feel that they are prospectively as
iimnatcly connected with the school as
are those who are fron year to year
attendant upon its sessions. It is abso.
lutely certain that no mian can enter the
drug business as a business in this
Ontario of ours until he has been gradu-
ated from the college supposed to train
him up in the way he should go in his
pharmaceutical life in the province. And
so the boy going into the business ought
to appreciate fully what is before himt and
govern himself accordingly. Far too
many young fellows squander their lime
in the store, do nothing toward getting
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readv for school wor k, faut to avait ltein
selves of the faclities and influences for
study extended then, and go down to
Toronto perfect ignoramunses, sufliciently
wrapped up in their own powers to iari
Lolian music to that providence their
ignorance describes as "l uck " as that
they hope, and even expect, ithcy wili pass
through examinatis and corne out as
full-fledged diruggs,.md te able to take
their places anong the husiness men or
the prounIe as fit representatives of a
busimess into which they have gaimted
access by the skin of their teeth, and very
httie skmî al that. \\eli, itere may be
sonething so striking about these young
nten as to coitmttend thent extraordinarily
favorably to their exaimmers, but I don't
believe their hash will prove half so
digestible when they corne to eat it. It
is generally fouitd caci May that those
who fait on the councit exaininations are
the men who did nlot think il worth their
while to gel a litile bit prepared for the
work of tite course before entering upon
it. These are tie ones who suailly get
left. Now, the work at school wil not be
sucb an extreme burden Io hu1n who has
prepared hinscf before and during the
course in sone neasure for il. There is
certainly lots of work to get up, but ionest
applhe.ation and perseiranie î.m sur
mount aIl barriers, and li he u h arniestl>
docs his best to gel up> the work will not
find the gettiung of it up such ait onerous
task after all.

But there are a few thngs il will not
be amiss tor Cach of us to gel ain iisigit
mto cre we attenpt to try our skill ai tthe
storing our mtinids witi the knowledge of
pharmaceutical book lore. And these
we might just for a few minutes take a
glance ai -

I. A clerk before attenudinig school
should trai tis mind to a systen ofstudy.

At the Ontario College of Phariacy,
as at alt others, the> du not profess to be
alite or to atteuipt to karn any isat the
theories of phariacy; they only liadi.
No person can regulate tite inind o:
another, ntone cat influence lis fellow's
powers of thouglht and ln tai grasp. To
assert and exert theinselves, eaci i.an
ntsi look afier lis own inental character.
And I noticed this circumtstance ver)
imarkedly displayed in ny recent experi-
ence at school. Sote fellows coulti îot
apply themselves at ill tu study, coul
not get their mids into working trou,
could not bring their talents tu bear upon
their required exercises, and, of course,
these men coulI nîot but lose through
this deficiency of power. It is a very
pleasant wvay of looking ai matters, I fully
realize. this of considering that while in
te store as ain apprentice a fellow cani

afford tu lt studies tun and can allow
hinself to neglect attention to bis books
altogether ; but I also now frot experi.
encc realize every bit as fully that this
way of looking at te situation is a hood.
wink and a dangerous snare. A nan's
initd needs to be prepared for thinking,

and, unless it he prepared, alit the knowl.

edge of atl the sages the worid hias ever
known will never sprout forli mir usefuil-
ness froms this miind, because the soit is
no gooI, has itever been cultivated. I
believe that if the clerks of Ontaiîo would
only get to reali.e wiat tey are losing
by not paying a httle attention to study
white in the store, they would stir then-
selves a little bit tmt this matter. There are
lots uf htle thigs e..i ik c.m.I leart
hefore entering school which tie would
finîd would S.lu im .a lot ut trouble tn
gomntg to school, and which i kiow would
be of great service to those who are to
tuUTr him. Ahntiosi anly ichlow whdte m1
the store canl gel up the doses of drugs
and preparations of the ihiartiacopeia.,
can study up the ways of preparing ofliciai
niedicantents, can gel up lite process of
deternintg specufic gravuty of substances,
and can kinow a htle bit about thre
metric systemti of weightts and ineasures.
and that table it the front of " Maisci's
Materia Medica." Thts is very tttle to
bave to stuldy for four years, but if plop-
erly gone at will be of profit to hii wio
attempts it. And thien in the college
ainouncementwll vi bu founid a course of
study for appreintices, drawn out b) tie
countcil of the college, which imiay well
be given. the ser:ous consideration of thle
clerks of our IroeeitîC. Tiis table was
nIot matre out just for amusement , il was
fixedi ut for your profitng, brother clerk.

Il. A clerk nectIs to formn proper halb.
its of going about li; work.

Tierc is nothing so disgustitg and
listasteful to any persotn ol retuineiiiet

thant a man who is sloveily, and who
does not know how to correctly and
expeditiously go about his husmess, aud
the P>rofe.ssor of Phariaci at the O.C. P. is
not a man of vulgar iie...iatiois, no by
any mîeans, as many ieglectful clerks
have fouid and wull yet find out. Ainy
mian who is cleant and particular hiniseit
likes tu se thie saille qualiles It others.
lBut there aie lois of people it tils world
of ours who are escredingly dirty u their
mtuethods of work, and who. ha sides tiht>,
never ise their conunon si nse to direct
thiem low to go about their business.

Soie clerks ui tieir works show tins
lack of skill Io a very, vey mttaîked extemît.
lit naking pills they too ofîct miake iore
pill mess than pilt mass, a ternble siabber
all overîthe whole of their utensils; it inak-

ng powders, the powders are more oftenî
spread upon the dispensmug couter than
upon thie iecssary papers. i hese clcrks
morc ofiens dispense with the powders
tiaiin tley dispense tihen. Aid in iticir
othuer operations they are cqually un-
skilted. They never think for a minute
what ought to Ibe done inder a given cîr-
cumtstanCe, and how this ougltt to be
dune. Th'cy never use their ihînking
caps at alt.

Now, no school professes to be ablle to
make a man of any fellow. rhey don't,
at school, supply a man with character,
only with aids to the framing of this.

These two thtouughts came forcibly to
lie during ny connection with our school


