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THE MYSTERY OF AFFLICTION
AY RBY, WM. COOURANRE, M, A.. BRANTFOND.

Tho world in which we live i full of1eys.
fory. The vast majority of truths taught
ug in Natuve, in Providence, and in Ro-
demption must-bo vecoived and believed, al-
though but imporfectly understood. Thisin
pra-ominontly truo of afiliction. Why there
should be soimuch misery snd sorvow in a
world, ereatod by a loving Father, and movo
pardioularly why Christiaus should suffer
more severely than other mon in tho pros-
2nt life, huve beon mattersof profound study
in all ages of the church,

To-all such interrogations, it may bo suf
ficiont ta-veply inthe words of the Saviour
addrossed to Peter, *“ What T do thouknow-
est xiot now; but thou shult know joreafter.”’
Wa know that it is the glory of God to con-
eeal o thing, and that here oven in our
‘brightest momonts, wo seo throngh o glass,
darkly. We worc never intended oreapaci-
tated to undersiand o fraction of tho ten
thoneand mysterious providences that sur.
round our pathway. ‘They are sentto
work in us pationce to develope new graces
and quicken our hopes of immortality, to
teachus to wait submisgively until the clonds
sud darkness arve dispelled, aud we shall
know, aven 2s wo ave known.

At the same time, it is Iawfulfor us, with-
in eoitain limits,to enquire into some of the
reasons why God sonds aflliction. Evento
tho best of Christiang these afthctions aro
prinful and unwholesome.  Wo need oe-
easional flashes from the other world to re-
veal their blossodness.

1. Ttis vory ovidont from the Word of
God that afilictions oxperieneed by the peo-
plo of God are sent reluctanily. + He dnth
not willingly afilict nor grieve the children
of men." This of itself is a blessed consol.
ation. It is God that aftlicts and theso afllie-
tions are sent anwillingly. Iu regard to all
afilictive dispensations, it is truo they come

‘from God, but only in respeet to his own
.ehildren can it be said that they are sent
reluctantly. In one caso they are penal, in
thoother romedial ; in the ono case they
procoed from love, in the other from God's
indignation &t sin; 1 the one thoy harden
the heart, in tho other they break it and
draw it neaver to tho Saviour, It is need-
losg to arguo the proposition that God isn
God of Love. His nature is love—lus
erowning attribute love. TFor Ilis peoplo
Hoa cherishes an affection that timo cannot
diminish, nor etornity decrease. What a
Dblossed consolation this to suffering saints,
whoso wholo oxistonce is o dreary pilgrm-
age, with but fow.and fitful gleamns of hope
to dispel the darkness? Chrstian, it is o
Jather'srod that is uplifted ; all your trinls
are sont and controlled by a watchful Pro-
vidence.

IL. The aflictions of the rightcous are
disciplinary. The world is for the Chris
tian a school of discipline, wherolio is train-
ed and cducated for future glory. 'The ten-
deor vine must be pruned and trained.  The
young plant must bo headed back, again
and agrin, in order to increaso 1ts fruitful-
negs. So in like manner Christian perfec-

‘tion can ouly be appointed by severe oxer-
cise, and pminful self-denial. ‘Ihatafliictions
sent upon Christians are disciplinary, read
what Paul suys, in his Epistle to tho He-
brews, *“ My son, despiso not thou the chas-
toning of the Lord, nor faint when thou axt
robuked of Him, for wham tho Lord loveth,
Hochastenethand sconrgoth every son whom
Ho rcceiveth.” Christians must not despise
afilictions, but strive to learn the salutary
lossons they are intended to convey. Nor
should they faint under them,for these trials
are intonded to strengthen our faith, and |
niako us cling all the closer to n covenant
kooping God. These trals are not excep- |
tions to God's mode of dealing with Ins peo-
plo,bus are the universal rule of Is govern.
aest. DBut for theso marks your sonshup

would be doubtful.
But apart from the Word of God

altogothar, many arcumstances con.
neeted  with  these providontial dis-
ensutions prove them to bo discip-

inary in their character. ¢ They are ncver
sent so heavy as to utterly crush us. It
intonded merely for pumshment they would
be much more severe. Un the contrary
 they have many alleviatious,”'—they ave
adapted to our strength to bear them, and
-when the speeial lesson designed has been
lJearnt,and tho particular sin eradicated, tho
suffering is removed. They are sent grad- |
ually. it tho heart1s soft and impressiblo
a single blow may suffice ; if not heavier
chastieomonts follow. If otherwise intend-
ed tho heawvier strokes wonld fall first, and
uttorly crush us.  That tins 18 the case the
trials of'Abraham and Jub abundantly testfy.
And this oxplans why it 1s that the most
omihenisnints suffer most scverely. The

dorfully inerepsed. It was so with the
Vaalmist David, +Bofore I wns afllinted I
went nateay, but now I keep thy statutos.”
“Prosperity in his engo hat fostored prideand

the rod of chastisoment was uplifted that ho
roburned to thio paths of wisdom,. Sorrow
i3 a much moro etfvotual proacher than the
most eloquent sermoniser. * Ono stroko of
it often carrros with it the combined expo-
pienco of yoars,”  When tho chill blast of
advorsity sweeps around tho dwellingg—
whon trmls,knu\red or peszonal, pross down
the soul—whon the idol of the leart 18
snutehed by death from our enbrace, theu,
if not before, wo arvo taugnt the utter
worthlessness of all our earthly joys.

IV. Aglictions are intended to dafard
timo jfor serious reflection.  To many
Christiang this is tho turning poiut of their
lifo. It is truo that overy believer refleets
moro orless in the timo of health. But amid
tho excitemont and turmo) of a restless,
busy world, we aro apt to loso sight of our
present position and progress. We nced
stand points of vision, whence wa can sur-
vey tho past as woll as scan tho future. Wo
need moments of leisure, when, with God s
word in our hand, we can onter our hearts
and dissoot uneparingly 1ts hidden plansand
purposes. Thero is no period moro favour-
ablo to this, than a bed of afihiction, if God
in his moroy leavos tho mental powers un-
impaived. Then ctermty flashes back its
hight upon tho soul, and shows usthe vamiy
of hving for tis world alone.  Then it is
such questions as theso that standup before
tho nwakened conecience.  Whoneo am I ?
What amI? What my pust oxistence ?
What my present life ? Whither hastening?
What tho aim and end of all my plans end
projects ns seen in_the light of the judg-
ment day? Dr. Chahars, in_ these still
motnents of aflliction, regarded his past life
as but a feverish dream. How many who
cad those lines can thank God for thoso
olitary hours of reflection.

V. Apliction 13 sent by Ged as an instru
ment for ouwr sanctiication. The Ioly
Spint uses aftliction for this ond, ** that we
may bo made partakers of His holiness."”
High Chustian chimacter cannot bo sttain-
od without it. The uoblest examples of
Christian furtituds and punty are produced
by fiery persecutions. *What aretheso which
are arrayed in whiterobes? . ..
These avo they which camo out of great
tribulations, and have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the
lamb.”

VI. Aflictions are sent to wuncreass our
dependence upon God—to wean us from
the things of tume, aud cause us more car-
uestly tolong for cternty,

1t is easy to admonish othors, **not to
trust in promises ner men's sons,” bhut
hard to inl,v this maxun to ourselves.
Sn long as the Lake of Gahlilee wa~ calm
and neacoful the disciples had no need
for tho Saviour's protection, but when the
storm arose, and the waves swept over their
feeble bark, then thoy cried for morcy and
dehiverance. So with all tho apphieations of
God's peoplo ; thoy show as how weak and
helpless we aro in all our undertakings
without divine nssistance—how useless aro
our plans and purposes if not seconded by
ommipotent power ; and when tlus feeling of
dependenco 18 fully developed tho Christian
can say m tho language of the prophet,
* Although the fig tree shall not Elossom,
noither shall frust bo in the vine—the labor
of the ohve fail, and the ficlds yicld no meat
—the fluck bo cut off from tho fold, and
thero be no herd n the stall, yet wail I re.
joice n the Lord, I will joy 1n the God of
my salvation,” But for afilictions we would
becomo satisfied with earth. DBut by these
instruments God teaches that thisis not our
rest. Ile stirs us up n our feathered nests
as the eagle does her young, and trams us
to look upward for an eternal home,  And
Just as 1 the darkest night we have the
clearest vision of the stars, 50 in the gloomy
hour of sorrow do wo feel the value of a rest
prepared in heaven.  Reader! can you say
wiath David, ** It was good forme that I was
afflicted 2" or with Job, “The Lord gave
and the Lord taketh away, blessed bo the
name of the Lad." It is comparatively
casy to believe in general truths, such as
that of the apostle, *Our lght afiliction,
whuch is but for a moment,worketh for us a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory ;" but it 18 a much harder matter fur
us to say, like the same apostle, “ I take
pleasure in my infirmities—in reproaches—
in necessities—in persecutions-—in distress
for Christ's sake; for when I am weak then
ata I strong.” Inheaven these afllictions
shall apoear light indeod; what blissful
memories shall then Ye experisnced! Suon
thiese afflictions will bo sver.  The trials of
the present mument, like the sturms of win-
ter, arc Ymt the harbingors of a glon.ua

spring

THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF THY
BIBLE.

DR DAWSON'S (LOSING LECTURF,

Yesterday afternoon, in Trskine Churel,,
Di. Dawson delivered lus clusing lecture un
the Anthropology of the Bible. There was
a large audienco. In commencing, the lec-
turer <aid - After the creation of man in

severest aflictions are reserved tor the
stropgest behevers. It 1s no marvel thou, |
why tho best of men seem nevor tu be re- |
leased from suflermng from thenr eradle tu
their grave. It 1s just becauso they are |
able:to bear them. Strong trials are reser .-
od for strong faith. The tiny pleasure-boat |
that floats over the surfaco of the placd
lako would sink in_mud-ocean, over whusoe |
billows the strong built vessel leaps mernly.

The slender sapling cannot endure thie rudo

blasts of wintor that play harmiessly round |
the giant ork.

IIL. .ifflictions avo mtended co teach us
lessons of héavenly wisdom. In the school
of aflliction we loarn by experienco divine
truth. Tho doctrines of tite Bible musi be
‘brought home to our soul.  Su long us-the
sun of prospority shines brightly—so long
azwe onjoy hoalth and'strength, and death
makesnoinyagion of our houroholds,it ishard
£6 bgliove oxperimontelly all Luat tho Bible
eays of aib, of God's anger and..our moral
ruin.. Bjit ywhen we aro brought face to faco
with wmisery, -in -the- world around us, -and

death in the seclueion of our own househotds.

God's uwn unage, and s Leing [placed in
the Garden of Eden, the first unportant
event recorded in Antediluvian Iustory was
Sthe foll” by wlueh the progenitors of the

Miman race were turned out of the garden

o the willerness, to tne mmd a suate of
tiurers: a0t condueive to thair comfort or
Yappiness  and evidently  not adapted to
man's arnginal condition. The earth. was
-cursed for man's suke, and the nresant ruco
18 strugghng with the same difficulues
Adam cuntended with while. corning lus
bread by the swent of Inus brow.
blotted outm conscquence of tho fall of
roan, but 1f Adam and lus descendants had
romained innocont tho boundaries of earth's
paradise would have been enlarged. and
evoutaally the wholo wurld wou'l have
bedn transformed into an Eden.  Sin, how-

over, has brought about the present asom.’

alous relations between man and the. ;
s ‘| floated thio ark away. The anifuals -takon

world.

then our faith m God wnd Soripturo is won. .

forgetfitlnesa of God, and-it was only whon.

Eden ig’

"Pho next Seripture statoment 10 bo no-
ticed is that aftor tho sall, and sin had time
to corrnpt the Junuan race, it was divided
into tribes or pacples—the Canites and the
Sothites, Cain, the fiyst murderer, was
branded s an outeast, becamo a wandorer,
and his children being adventurons, active,
and sharp-witted, rapidly improved tholr
condition, Their great success was par-
tielly attributablo to thewr longevity, while
their framwos were stronger in proportion
than these of tho presont race. Cainis
anid to have bwlt acity. About that time
the post Lnmech flonrished, a fragment of
whoso composition is to be read in Genesis.
From that it is to be gathored that war and
bloodshed existed then, and that the people
of those days made & distinotion between &
man who slew his enemy in the battle-
field, in open fight. and one who murdored
him at unswares Certain of Cain's des.
comdants lived a pastwal lifo. They pos-
scssed shoep from the dirst, whilo the tam.
ing of the wild cattle and horses was at-
tempted snccessfully in the ccurse of time.
Jubel, ono of Cain's children, was a musi
cian. Music was ovidently an early gift to
the Antediluvians. A still more important
man was Tubal-Cain, who, of an enquiring
and inventive genius, becamo skilled in
metallurgy, His discoveries caused an im-
mense stride in antediluvian arts, sufficient
to show that in scientific and mechanical
discoverios tho rate of progress of the Can
ites was not far behird that of the present
generation.  Among the Sothites less me-
chanical invention and civihzation is per
coived. They followed a nomadic or shep+
hord life, and were no doubt simple-minded
people, who had far more of the higher ci-
wilization—a love fur God—than their “go-
ahead” neighbors. As theso nations grew.
and ovorspread the earth, comung more 1n
enntact as their civilization advanced-—n a
similar mauner to the peaple of the 19th
century—it 15 recurded that “tho suus of
God saw the daughters of men that they
wero fair ; sud they took them wives of all
which they choose.” The natural conse-
quence of thnus connection was that a new
physical stimulus was given to the races,
but a8 happens now, the stronger nature of
the two carvied the sway : the energetie. un-
serupulous Canite. fuil of wealth and wic-
kedness, rearcd wicked children, and tho
latter went from bad to worse. Polygamy
wag also introduced at this time. Ante-
diluvian civilization had now about reached
its climax, Giants walked the ecarth—
mighty men, and of renown. Full of their
physical superiority these beings no doubt
oppressed the woak, and, a3 nt present, one
nation was often at war with auothier, Tho
condition of things just previous to the
flood was lamentable. Sin had borne frut ;
strength of body, vigor of mind, Leauty of
person, the no doubt vast increase of the
human race smco tho creation, and 1its
areat material suceess, had filled the Ante-
difuvians with vamn glory, and they were
now to be cut off.

THE DELUGE.

Beforo the flood 1t 1s hikely tho carth was
larger and rander than subsequently.
Thero were  ughty forests 1n those days
whero are now seas. The vast plamns over
which sweep tho German Ocean and Insh
Sea, wero mhabited, while the basin of the
Mediterranean was an mmmenso river val-
ley—nperhaps that of the Gilion. It 18 very
probable man was introduced to the world
while in tlus  condition, the Camtes gomng
more to tho cast of Eden, while the Seth-
ites went west over modern Europe, and
the vast, perhaps enormously fertilo valley
of the Mediterrancan, Tho population was
lavge. Great communities hived in tho cen-
tres of civilization, where the mechamce arts
would be earried on, while emigrants—wan-
doring tribes—kept leaving thewr homes,
socking a living i the furests of the West-
ern Continent.  Everytlung favors the ndea
that this part of the world was densely
peopled ; large cities, as now-a-days, stood
amild well cultivated fields; flocks vrowsed
on the Savannas; tne hills were covered
with mines; wiile an active, working, and
manufacturing Ycoplo gave life tu the whole
scene; eventually, there is no doubt, briug-
ing themselves up to a puint when there
was a struggl for ¢ wstencl aumid the mas-
ses, a8 is nuw scen n the older countrivs of
Europe. 7 cople enugratcd, and the natious
mingled, while the wandenng tubes peue-
trated thie forests und Lived much as do our
Indians.

Among  the ancients there are four
great classes . first, that whick used ctpped
stone impleuents, sceond, une supplhed
with carved stonc kmives, &e., of better
workmanslup , thud, the age of bronze or
brass , aud fourth, the Roman period, when
swun was guuerally employed. There are
no written rueurds left of the first period,
but & few bunes  and unplemeonts tound in
caves toll tho tale.  These are met with 1n
Western Earope, Wettern Asia, and North-
ern Afriea, and aro the temains of a very
prunitive people, whether antediluvian or
pustdeluvian Las been debated. If the for-
mer, they wero not of & civilized race, for
though no remains of a primitive civihzed
race linve been discovered, the Deluge may
have olliterated all traces of thewr aities,
which tuay now he fathoms deop m tho
Meditorranean.  That there was an ancient
raco, acquainted with many cheuncal and
mechanical seerels, is proved Ly the fact
that the Egyptians and Chaldeans received
their civilization from Noal's followers.
‘Tho building of the Ark is n proef of the
latior's advancoment. Tt wasnot oxactly
s ship, but a great house, bmlt sons to
Mloat, and. 1tg construction 13 1.0t consilored
mnraculous; the Lord only gnang Noah the
dimensions, and some mmnor wstruetions.

1" Many beliovo the Lalugo to huve been uni--

‘versas This question s not raised 1 the
Bible. Moses .professes to give the narra-
tive of an oye-witness, of o passungor m

-tho ark, who.was _an attentive obsorver ns

tho flood incrensed, destroyed mank.nd, and

wera ordy of vertain kinds, Jikaly from tho-
vogion of country oultivated, There 181097

mention of largor carnivorous boass, of

which there weve nodoubt numbers esoapod-
death, Tho flood was universa! asfar a8
rogarded the fulfilling of God’s promiso-ta
deatroy the wicked, hut still mny havo boon‘
confined to o comparatively small portion of
the onrth,

AFTER THE FLOOD

Mon did tho same asbefore, They fonght,
speoulated, and mventod, grew wicked, for-
got God, aml oppressed tho poor and needy.
The Homtoes took the position before ocon
pied by the Cutes, aud became the leading
race. Another cluss, the Horites, or cavo-
dwellors, wero a tall, muscular pes plo.
Skolotons answoring to this desoription Lave
boen found i the North of Ilaly, resom-
bling tho forms of Mongolians, ar ow In-
dians, These mon wore s1x foet high  and
well developed, but it is imposdil '~ tosny
whether thoy are postdiluviaus, or lived be
goro the flood.

In conclusion the lecturer compared the
times of the Antediluvians with our own.
Thero was the same struggle and the
ovor-crowded people in contres of esviliza-
tion for subsistence; mmmgrants wandered
off to the ends of the carth 1n search of 1t,
and necessarily  this eaused the smno mi-
ture of races, as desertbed in Genesis.  The
parallel could bo drawn farther; the same
degenerato human nature existed now £3
before § 1t was 1f anything of & more danger-

.ous type, rofined by 19th century cwviliza-

tion, and as before, there must be a cul-
mmation of ovil, and then ecame God's
fearful punishment. Let them turn to Rev.
cik. and  8th verse: “Babylon is fallen, 15
fallen.” In another verse men aro strictly
warned not to wership tho beast. IL
thought this passage was just as n[l)p“ciﬂﬂv
to tho present age as to the people of the
latter day. Tho Gospel was to be preached
to overy one. Ench one chose a course of
action accordingly, and then the how of
judgment would come ; God's justico would
be made manifest. In these days, as Do
fore the flovd, men will forget there isa
Creator at all, false rohgion sare taught and
boheved. Gud's warning to the Antedilu-
viaus 18 buing proached to the  pevple of
1873, from the Revelativus, and it was to
Lo feared with o like result. The world is
very waicked.  Infidels, papists and pagans
form a large portion of tho inhabitauts, and
before the trumpet sounds, thore is tho An-
tedduvian  esamplo telling them that
mediaeval idolatry and modern mfidelity,
two lLiydras hand in hand, will Jead the
people after them to rum. Lot this boa
warming to Christians and so-called Pro-
testauts not to be lukewarm, nor ashamed
of thew religon, but serve that God who
has the entire control of them, and whose
warnings against tnodern sinners are cqual-
ly sure of fulfilnent as those so loug ago
confirmed by the flood.

This deeply mteresting lecture closed tho
geries for thoe past winter, wihich has un-
doubtedly led all 1ts hearers to study more
closely, and apply personally the truths
huiden 1n God's history of the Anteddu-
vipus.

THE REV. DR. WYLIE ON ULTRA-
MONTANISM.

Tho Rov. Dr. Wylie 18 well known asa
vory able man who has for many years
wade thoe Komish controversy n specinlity.
Four twelve years he has presided over the
Protestant lnstitute of Scoiland, and has
delivered lectures to different classes of
students all that time. On the 20th of
AMarch the prizes for the senson were dis.
tributed in  the Protestant Institute IIall,
Edmburgh, and Dr. W, gavo thoe following
closing address on Ultramontanism :

Gentlomen, before proceeding to declaro
the result of the competition, and to award
the prizes, permmt e to cast a glauco back
upon the history of the Institute within
whose walls you have this winter been
studying the great controversy betwoen
Protestant truth and Popish crror.  Tlus
Institute was fonnded and ondowed by the
Freo Chareli of Scotland, aeting through a
commutice appomnted by its Assembly, mn
tho year 1860, an appropriate and auspic-
ious year, bemg the tercentenary of the
Reformation in Scottand. ‘The other Pro-
teatant bodies of the country co-operated in
providing the funds necessary to carry on
the work of instruction here communicated,
so that the seminary is cntitled to style
ft:xtlr the Protestant Iustitute of Scotland.
The ubjeet fur whiclithe Institute was erect-
el was the nutiativn of the theological and
other students of all vur Clarches m tho
distinctise ductrines of the Protestant and
Pupish theologies—in short, of the whole
ficldeuvered by these two systems, for there
1s nothing appertainming tu esther that 1s not
distinetive.  Tlus object ITlave steadily
kept insicw, aud endeavored to the ute
most of my power to canry out ever smce
Iy appointment to the char of tius Instie
tnute uu 1861 by the Ireo DPresbytory of
Ediuburgh.  I'mnay say that I have been
upheldin these 1y efforts by the decided
predilection shown by tho students of all

ciusuunations to become famibar with the
outlines of the Pupish controversy, Tho
class, as you are aware, 15 a voluntary one;
I‘ have no enactment or deed of Church
Court seeuring atterdance on my leetures ;
T have nutlung to bring you around mo
save the smportanco you attribute and the
nterest you tuko 1 the study, and yet now
these dozen years and moro I have not fail-
rd to see, winter by winter, a largo, a deop-
ly iuterested, and o very mtelligent class of
students assemble, Loth Edmburgh and
in Glasgow, for the study of thus branch of
theological seienco. I have had the favther
ploasurs of sceing the class joined by not a
fow fror‘n other countrier—from Gormany.
from. France, from Amerien. Not fower,
1 should tinnk, than between ono nnd two
thousand young men havo passod through
theso classes, and oxo -now filling stations
of ueefulness in various parts of tho globo—
as munstors of tho gospel, as lawyors, as
/n‘xct!mal mon, or &S Nembers of ofhor .ro-
fessions, Tho currigulum of sm({y m-pthie
Ipstituto, as you ave nivars, comprohonds
-throo coursoes of lvoturés, oxtending over as

:many- yesrs—tho- dogiintic course, or ox.

‘positions of the
“political conse,.or the hearing of

"pool, and Ediuburgh. Upwards of

doatrines of I'Oﬂ?lty .
ish prinoiples on ofvil Jiberi: 10 Pop, %
igdoponde?lco i and the étﬁ“‘ﬁ‘;gon‘“mnﬁ
or oxposition of tho new Popery, o olre, &
old Popery with & naw name iy T iathe o8
in Eongland, This permits toloml:]Fi Tising
plete discussion, or, I oughtto spo N
Eosis ofitho]whole subjoot. W diag
oionay fu the study of thos

tended the lcoturesyin the Ion;;:li,t(:uh Mo
contemyptible, T had o very phmsm: oy
among othors, ufow yoois mgo,  fhe <
testant Asaciation of London offoro(ie Pro. 5
twenty prizes for'the best competitiy, vy
ors on “Barfow on the Supremacy oof o
Pope." The conipotition took place toy
gumo day in the three kingdopue, 'l‘h?;n thy 5
tres wero London, Dublin, Bristo), Ll(\e; R
ired young men took part in it, Tl?;‘xh-“ﬁ'
or prizes ranged from £50 with o l(l;g]'
medal to £10; {ho others wero of sm“ﬁd
value. Al the higher rizes were ca: ‘eé
off by those who had heor studeats jn r:i
Proteatant Tustituto of Scotland, The w; !
ner of the £50 and gold medal was thoR:n .
WVilliam Park, of Ballymens, thon g si"
dent in the Instituto, and ono of the W u;
distingnished I over had the Pleasurg O‘I ;
envolling. As regards the financial conx]i(; B
ion of the Insiitute, I am glad to be gltet,
say that by tho heneficonco of tho Fro g
Chureh, which gave n general collection r;e
its endowment, and by the liberality of nol;
a fow friends of tho causo, and in especig}
of the late Mr. Morrieson of Harviesiog
its funds are now sufficient for the work it B
is at present earrying on, Not only so, bt
the Institute givos free accommodc:tiog
within its buildings to thoe Scotiish Refon
mation Society, an association which is pe
feetly indepcndent of and distiuct from thy -
Tnstitute, but which has kindred objects
and whose welfare it theyefore sceks to pro:
moto, Bub I am still somewhat hampers
as yegards prizes for my Bdinburgh elase
Theve isan inequality on this point betweeq
my Edinburgh and wmy Glasgow clag
which T fain wish I were able to remove,
A very generous morchant of Glasgow, al.
though resident in London, gives mo year
by year £10 asa first prize for my Glasmow
class ; and his Iihevality has been ntten?lul
with the mnst mnrked effects on the elag
in the west. T wish anuch that Ihadag
equally generous donor in the cast to enably
mo to give a £10 first prize to my elass in
the capital of Scotland. Is thoro no one
east or west who is willing to this cxtent to
furthor tho objects for which tho Protestant
Institute of Scotland has been erccted, and
which 1tis striving to earry out ?  And here
1 must not omit to mention a very Jiberal
legacy of £500 left us Inst year by the late
Mr. Hay of Edinburgh, a gentleman whe
took a deep interest in the question, und
who was often in the Lall during the lecture
hoar. The importauce of tho study of this
great question 1s not diminishing. No one
who casts an intelligent glanco over Europe
at this hour can fdil to see thut its interest
and im}mrtanco ig growing. Out of the
action of Popery—that is, of the Ultramon-
tanes—como all the great conflicts that at
this dny  distract Burope. In Gennany
it is struggling to break up ths Empire and -
recover the political position it lost by ths ”
Franco-Gorman war. In France it is plot
ting to restoro absolutism and placo & Bour-
bon on the throne.  In Spain thoe priesis
have incitod the deluded pensantry totako
up arms and begin a eivil war, InJtalyit
has cursed the new Governmont and sceks
to overthrow the new kingdom.  In Eng
land it is still tho grand misch.of-maker, as
all successivo Governments i Pritain
know to their cost. Andlast and most
nlarming of all, it has seized upon the Eng-
lish Establishment, and is slowly, eraftily,
yet not unsuceessfully, ecarrying over the
rxcl} endowments, tho magnificent organi:
zation, and the leading intellects connected
with that Establislunent to the sido of that
which 1s the avowed enomy of the {ruth—
that Establishment which was ereeled to
Fropngato and defend, and which burned the
toly and illustrious men who founded if.
In the presence of these startling events
one cannot but see that Popery remains to
tlus hour, despite all the disasters that have
befallen it abrond, a great power, as deter-
mined & plotter as ever, as truculent an
enemy as over of tho liberty and peace of
nations—of the purity and progress of
Churchies. That man looks a very lilt!e T
way below the surface who thinks that this
power has been disarmed, and that the
great controversy with it is at an end.

is at this hour coquetting with tho masses.
It will shake hands with Carlists in Spain,
Reds in France, Internationalists in Ger-
many, mfidel clubs, Broad Churchmen, 3
inungrel sects, opinions, and parties; it Wi
becumo head of them all, and will lead than
in a great crusade 1 all countries to over
throw the gospel, tramplo out order, an
destroy liberty. DPapists I pity, profoundl

puty . they are tho victims. I have new
made the tour of all Climstendom ; I have
wandered over 1ts various countries, which
have all had but onn tale to tell ns regards
the system of the Papacy. 1 lave marked,
almort heart-broken, the pteous sights it
has presented to my eye: tho ignoranct

eggary, debasement, disoaso, and idocy
with which 1t has covered all these ontd
Foworful and awvilized countries. I wou
1ave hiad tho heart of .a stono or_the intel-
lect of & slave if I hiad .not pitied those o
whom the Papacy had mflicted 50 tc{"ble
® ternbio & rum. But to the systemn itse
I beae deadly emmity ; I detest, abhor, con-
demn 1t , and will resst and fight against
it tomy latest breath, Did 1l chorisfl any
uthier feelings to that systom I chould regars
myself 2s but n half-hoarted friend of liber-
ty, and a most unworthy professor of the
blessed gospol.

The Rev. Capel Molynoux, the Low
Chaurch minister who recently resigned Iis
I:ming ot St. Paal's, Onslow Square, Lon-
don, on_nccount of. ‘the' ntualizing tonden:
cics of “the English Church, has bgen pre:
sented by Ina late congrogation with abont
$18,000.” This was prosonted to hini with

“an address, which, whilo offeriug no opis®
-{-101 as to tho conrso lie has adopted, o
;od the warmest sympathy. with - Mr.-

irefs:
foly-
neux in the {mi'n Do mist havo folt in sover-
ing the tios formed during « forty five years
migistry, T '




